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A big thinker and doer in a small town: 
Brent Olson of Bigstone Minnesota to 

speak at the Opera House, Tuesday May 6
"As farms consolidate, factories close and young 

people leave the communities they grew up in never to 
return, rural America has been forced to imagine a new 
future for itself. Rural county commissioner Brent Olson 
invites his audience to "Think Again!" about the future 
of rural America as he describes his vision to turn one of 
the smallest, poorest counties in the state into a vibrant 
haven for creative minds,"

--introduction to a 2019 TED Talk by Brent Olson. 
On May 6, the Ellendale Area Arts Council will be 

hosting a free talk by one of our region's most eloquent 
and experienced participants in community revitaliza-
tion. 

Brent Olson, a prolific writer whose books and 
columns have thousands of readers, combines strong 
support of the arts with decades of experience getting his 
hands dirty (often literally) to improve the small town 
and surrounding area that he calls home. 

Brent made a living as a farmer for 30 years. He served 
over 15 years as a county commissioner, and along the 
way was recognized for his work in economic develop-
ment and also in soil and water conservation and more. 

Public service is practically Brent's middle name. He 
has served on the Southwest Minnesota Arts and Hu-
manities Council, Big Stone County Pork Producers, the 
United Methodist Board of Ordained Ministries, and the 
board of the New Life Primary School in Mizac, Haiti. 
He was a 2012 Bush Foundation Fellow, an experience 
that led to his published book called The Inadvertent 
Café. Brent has written well over a thousand columns, 
filed stories from six continents, and published at least 
six books. 

The Arts Council will hold its annual meeting at 6:00 
on May 6 at the Opera House, and the free public pre-
sentation will be at 7:00. The public is cordially invited 

to both meetings. Hosting this special guest is in keeping 
with the Council's mission to serve all the people of our 
area not only by promoting the arts, but by supporting 
the mutual success and prosperity of everyone who lives 
here now and will make it their home in years to come.

Remembering a pair who made a difference: Bob & Gwen Tatum

 In the top photo (from a mid 1980s TBC yearbook), Bob huddles in 
prayer with TBC players before they head out on the field. Below, Tim 
Brown, former pastor of the Ellendale Church of the Nazarene, enjoys 
moments with Bob, Becky and Gwen Tatum in September 2022. The 
Tatums came to Ellendale in 1983, when Bob became athletic director 
at TBC. Tim came in 1985, and served as pastor until 2015 (photo by 
Ken Smith)

This past Sunday morning, church-
es in Dickey County and around the 
world were alive celebrating in song 
and word, as Christian believers cel-
ebrated the holiest day in their yearly 
calendar, by remembering the first 
announcements of the good news of 
Christ's resurrection. 

While the pace of technological 
change seems ever faster and more 
integrated into everyday life, the old 
20th century promises that the fruits 
of scientific advance would ulti-
mately replace religious faith have 
largely failed. Much of the misplaced 
promise of science has fallen away, 
while faith has remained. 

The picture is complex, but many 
respected scholars of religion have 
noted a turn against modern skepti-
cism and a renewed desire--espe-
cially on the part of the young--for a 
faith built on solid biblical founda-
tions. 

Blaise Pascal (1622-1662), a bril-
liant mathematician, philosopher and 
all around polymath, thought deeply 
about many of the same basic ques-
tions about life and death, faith and 
science that are still current in our 
lifetimes. 

Pondering the question of life after 
death, Pascal wondered in his Pens-
ees (brief written thoughts) whether 
atheists have any grounds for saying 
that no one can rise from the dead. 
"Which is harder," he asked, "to be 
born or to rise again? Is it more like-
ly that what has never been should 
be, or that what has been should be 
once more? Is it harder to come into 
existence than to come back? Habit 
makes us find the one easy, while 
lack of habit makes us find the other 
impossible." 

This year's Easter weekend will be 
particularly memorable for Chris-
tians of the Roman Catholic faith, 
as it was announced early Monday 
morning that Pope Francis died on 
the following day, April 21, 2025, at 
the age of 88. Pope Francis was the 
266th pope in the line of succession 
of the Roman Catholic Church. 

For believers, earthly frailty is 
inevitable, but so is Christ's victory 
over the grave. 

 "Make your community a place where creative 
people want to live. They'll figure out a way to make 
a living, and in the process they'll create jobs for 
other people." Olson says there are "three T's" 
needed for community success: "technology, talent, 
and tolerance." Much of his life has been devoted to 
communicating the importance of each.

Missoula Children's Theater to conduct Rumpelstiltskin--
Auditions are May 5, performances May 9 & 10

Submitted--An audition will be held for the Missoula 
Children's Theatre (MCT) production of RUMPEL-
STILTSKIN on Monday, May 5 from 3:30 pm to 5:30 
pm. All those auditioning should arrive at 3:25 pm and 
plan to stay for the full two hours. Some of the cast 
members will be asked to stay for a rehearsal immedi-
ately following the audition.

Among the roles to be cast are Rumpelstiltskin, 
Queen Beatrice, Clara, a Jester, King Whatsat, Villag-
ers, Gnomes, Wizards, Knights and Bees. Students in 
grades kindergarten through 12th grade, are encour-
aged to audition. No preparation is necessary. As-
sistant Directors will also be cast to aid in rehearsals 
throughout the week and to take on essential backstage 
responsibilities.

The Missoula Children's Theatre touring produc-
tions are complete with costumes, scenery, and props. 
The MCT Tour Actor/Directors will conduct rehearsals 
throughout the week from 3:30 to 8:30 pm each day.

RUMPELSTILTSKIN will be presented on May 9 
(7 pm) and May 10 (2 pm) at Ellendale Public School. 
The week is part of the Missoula Children's Theatre's 

unique international touring project and is presented 
locally by Ellendale Public School, with sponsorship 
by Ellendale Public School Foundation and Meidinger 
Construction.

For more information, call Mrs. Radermacher at the 
school – 701-349-3232.

School board election coming up on June 3, 2025
see sample ballot on page 3

Whether they worship in buildings with spires that reach to the sky, as il-
lustrated by the photo of the steeple at St. Helena's church, or in churches 
whose roofs lay below the tree line, as in the photo of Christ the King 
Lutheran church, Christian believers are united in faith in Christ's resur-
rection and its power to transform life both now and in the future. 

(photos by Ken Smith)

Quotes from Pope Francis
 "Hope is the ability to see that there is light despite all of the darkness." 
 "Love is not just a feeling; it is a choice, a commitment, an attitude that grows 
through daily acts of kindness." 

Resurection 
morning 
marks 
a new 

beginning

Editor's note: This Saturday at 11:00 am, 
family and friends will gather at the Ellendale 
Church of the Nazarene to celebrate lives that 
touched them deeply. Bob Tatum (88) passed 
away in December 2024. His wife Gwen (86) 
died the following month. Both were extraor-
dinary people, and the family determined that 
their legacy would best be honored by holding a 
gathering early in the spring, when many college 
alumni would be able to attend. 

To the Ellendale community, Bob and Gwen 
were best known as the friendly proprietors of 
the Oxenrider Motel and devoted members of 
their congregation. To students and staff at Trin-
ity Bible College, Bob was the legendary athletic 
director, teacher and founding coach of the 
Crusaders football team (later renamed the Li-
ons). Bob's mission as a coach was to build solid 
Christian men and women through a carefully 
thought out, Christ-centered athletic philosophy. 

Gwen spent half her years in Ellendale, and 
filled numerous valuable roles here. She worked 
at the Registrar's Office at Trinity Bible College, 
served as the Activities Director at the Ellendale 
Nursing Home, and was Director of Tax Equal-
ization for Dickey County. In later years, she 
worked at the Ellendale Public Library and up to 
her death continued to write a little newspaper 
column called "The Bookworm," which was 
much appreciated. 

In the fall of 2019, a few months before the 
COVID pandemic stunned the world, Trinity's 

board decided to discontinue the school's foot-
ball program, which had for years struggled to 
remain viable. As a friend and former student of 
Bob's (he was my P. E. teacher in 1982 and I had 
visited with him and Gwen occasionally since I 
returned to Ellendale in 2001), I decided it would 
be a good time to interview him and do a story 
on the Trinity football team. We published that 
story in our November 14, 2019 edition. This 
week, in honor of our departed friends, we pub-
lish it again, with minor revisions. 

------------------------------
Bob Tatum looks back at TBC football 

program and motel work, by Ken Smith
 (originally published in the Dickey County 

Leader, November 14, 2019
"When I came to Trinity," Bob Tatum said of 

his call to North Dakota, "it was strictly of the 
Lord. I had coached football for many years," 
he added, "but I left a football program behind" 
when saying goodbye to southern California. 
When he took up his duties as TBC athletic di-
rector, P.E. teacher, and head basketball coach in 
1983, the college didn't have football. Starting a 
team was not on Bob's agenda. "I didn't ask any-
thing about it," he recalled. "I thought the Lord 
was taking me out of football, because it had 
been my God." Shortly after hearing the news of 
the program's retirement, Tatum sat down for an 
interview with the Leader. 

"Coach Tatum," as he is still known to the 
many students and athletes 
he inspired during his seven 
years at Trinity (1983-1990), 
understands nearly every 
aspect of his life in terms of 
his Christian faith and Divine 
Providence. He cannot be un-
derstood without reference to 
this grounding. Bob's invita-
tion to Ellendale came just at 
the time Lowell Lundstrom, a 
South Dakota native and well 

known Midwestern evangelist had been selected 
as TBC's president. The college's administra-
tion was impressed with Bob's experience and 
his coaching philosophy, which he described 
as "total release." The central concept was that 
Christian athletes (and all believers) ought to "re-
lease" their efforts at all times to becoming more 
like Christ, holding nothing back. 

As Bob describes it, "total release" sounds very 
similar to the "audience of one" concept invoked 
by NDSU football legend Carson Wentz, who 
went on as the quarterback of the Philadelphia 
Eagles. The emphasis is more on character than 
on "success" measured in numbers. It's not that 
winning wasn't important. But with Bob's "total 
release" concept, sports and athleticism was 
understood not as an end in itself but as way to 
express one's spiritual commitment. Because of 
this philosophy, Bob had been willing to re-
linquish his lifetime dedication to the sport he 
had loved the most. In his own words, he had 
come to "realize how much better God was than 
football." 

But after a year performing his many teaching 
and athletic duties at TBC, a student approached 
him about the game. "Why," the student asked, 
"doesn't Trinity have a football program?" Bob 
was not in favor of starting a program, but nei-
ther was he opposed. "Don't you think it would 
be a good idea?" the student persisted. "I really 
believe" he insisted, "that God has led me here to 
start a football team." But Bob was non-commit-
tal. "I'll pray for you and the idea, but I want to 
be neutral in this. I didn't tell him all the reasons 
I thought I needed to be neutral until later." 

Bob advised the student first to pray and seek 
guidance about whether a football team would 
really be a good idea. If it seemed right, he told 
the young man, he should approach college ad-
ministrators about the matter. He did. 

(continued on page 3) 
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