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Read the legals, 

PUBLIC NOTICES

CITY OF BEULAH
APRIL 21, 2025, 6:30 PM
BEULAH CITY HALL COUNCIL 
CHAMBERS

Mayor Sean Cheatley and Council 
Members Auston Biles, Tim Aichele, 
Bill Keller, Cameron Brown, Jason 
Isaak, Adam Baker and Kameron 
Plienis present. Gary Miller absent.

Also Present: City Attorney Scott 
Solem, Economic Dev. Dir. Beaver 
Brinkman, Public Works Supt Kenny 
Yeager, Police Chief Frank Senn, City 
Auditor Heather Ferebee, Operation 
Dir. Assist. Jennifer Wolf, Engineer 
Rebecca Berner, Roger Gazur, Brock 
Seibel, Paula Schaper, Shawn Voigt, 
Beulah residents.

HEARING
The Hearing on the Text Amend-

ment to the Zoning Ordinance was 
called to order at 6:30 pm. 

P&Z Commission member Brock 
Seibel presented the options for the 
text amendment: approve, approve 
with changes, deny, or table. The rec-
ommendation by P&Z is to approve 
Text Amendment TA-2024-1Rev1, with 
changes to item 16 to remove discrimi-
nation and discriminatory language. 
Isaak clarified that P&Z would like the 
text amendment that Gazur emailed 
out, not the revision emailed out with 
the agenda. Aichele questioned if it 
can be referred back to P&Z. Solem 
explained the process and stated this 
is a hearing of the council for the pub-
lic with P&Z present to answer ques-
tions. Solem stated the P&Z version 
does not include item 17. This item 
was approved by council regarding 
what requires a building permit and 
what doesn’t. Wolf stated that item 17 
was approved by P&Z and Council, 
and to save cost it should be included. 
Gazur stated item 17 for Section 5.11 
needs more discussion as P&Z is re-
considering their position. 

Isaak asked a question on item 9 
regarding qualifying entities. Gazur 
stated the city’s third-party contractor 
would be contacted on these technical 
issues. A definition could be added to 
a future text amendment. Gazur stated 
the city does not have a building offi-
cial on staff. The title of building official 
as used in the zoning ordinance can 
be city staff, third party consultants, 
or the P&Z Commission. Isaak ques-
tioned item 1, section 6.15. Solem 
stated he took out the specifics of 
the state building code and changed 
the ordinance to reflect that the city 
adopts the ND state building code as 
it’s amended from time to time. Gazur 
stated this was discussed and the P&Z 
wanted to leave each code listed. Ga-
zur would like the P&Z to define en-
tities. Brinkman stated that there will 
still need to be two readings of the or-
dinance to complete the process.

Solem brought up some of the 
other changes highlighted, including 
bond requirements for contractors. 
It was stated those changes can be 
discussed at the first reading of the 
ordinance for changes. Solem stated 
the Building Official is listed many 
times in the ordinance. The job should 
be defined by a job description rather 
than be defined by ordinance. Gazur 
does not agree with developing a job 
description as the position will not be 
filled. There are a set of duties that will 
need to be divided among staff.

Baker moved to table the text 
amendment with the direction that the 
City Attorney and P&Z get together 
and work toward a mutually accept-
able solution. Isaak seconded. Seibel 
mentioned that city staff should be 
included. Roll call vote found Baker, 
Isaak, Aichele, Biles, Brown, Keller 
and Plienis in favor.

Hearing adjourned at 7:17 pm.
CITY COUNCIL MEETING

The regular meeting of the Beulah 
City Council was called to order at 
7:17 pm. 

Pledge of Allegiance.
Isaak moved to dispense with the 

reading of the minutes of the last regu-
lar meeting and the Board of Equaliza-
tion meeting on April 7 and approve 
as provided to the Council by email. 
Aichele seconded. Baker requested a 
change to the minutes of the regular 
meeting. The minutes will be approved 
with the change. Roll call vote found 
Isaak, Aichele, Baker, Brown, Keller 
and Plienis in favor. Biles abstained. 
Motion passed.

PUBLIC COMMENT
The All Class Reunion is to be held 

August 1-3, 2025. Paula Schaper & 
Shawn Voigt presented maps for the 
reunion area on Main Street. The back 
parking lot will have a car show. The 
stage will be set up by the bank again. 
The picnic at the park will be held on 
Friday afternoon. They are request-
ing barricades, dumpsters, and blue 
tipping carts, as well as a waiver on 
the alcohol open container permit 
and electricity for vendors. They are 
requesting Sunday also to allow for 
cleanup. There will be wristbands for 
those over 21. Senn does not see any 
issues with alcohol. They are also re-
questing $5,000 from the city. They 
are questioning if there is a limit on 
electricity. Isaak stated there is no op-
tion for 240-volt power on Main Street. 
They will need to look at the plans to 
see how many food trucks can be con-
nected to each light pole. Isaak stated 
new food vendors need to get a per-
mit from the city. He requested access 
to the Country Kettle on Sunday after 
church. Voigt stated last time they had 
approximately 1,500 people at the 
reunion. There will be an admission 
charge to enter the Main Street area. 
Plienis moved to approve the alloca-
tion of $5,000 for the reunion. Brown 
seconded. Biles questioned what the 
money will be used for. They stated 
it would be for tents and music. Roll 
call vote found Plienis, Brown, Baker, 
Isaak, Aichele and Keller in favor. 
Biles opposed. Motion passed. Isaak 
moved to waive the alcohol open con-
tainer on August 1 and 2, 2025. Baker 
seconded. Roll call vote found Isaak, 
Baker, Aichele, Biles, Brown, Keller 
and Plienis in favor.

COUNCIL PORTFOLIOS
Council Member Plienis

Transfer Station rate increases and 
new hours were presented. Isaak stat-
ed he did some calculating, and the to-
tal revenue could possibly be $50,000 
with the new rates. Keller questioned 
if they are still planning to upgrade the 
cameras. Senn stated the city is still 
working with West River. Isaak ques-
tioned what an ATV rate would be. 
Plienis stated it would fall to the discre-
tion of the Attendant or there could be 
a minimum added. Baker questioned 
the charges for branches. Yeager 
stated the city must pay for the ashes 
that are hauled to the county. Isaak 
moved to approve the Transfer Station 
rates to start May 19 with the addition 
of a $5.00 minimum to branches and 
wood. Aichele seconded. Keller stated 
that the city is increasing the rates at 
the Transfer Station and utility rates. 
He would like to have a public forum 
to explain to the public why there are 
increases. Brown stated information 
can be shared in the newspaper and 
Facebook also. Roll call vote found 
Isaak, Aichele, Biles, Brown, Keller, 
Baker and Plienis in favor.

New Transfer Station hours: Sum-
mer hours on MWF from 10-12:00 and 
1-5:00, Saturday 9-2:00 and Winter 

hours on MWF from 12-5:00. Keller 
moved to approve the hours as pre-
sented to start April 28. Baker second-
ed. Roll call vote found Keller, Baker, 
Isaak, Aichele, Biles, Brown and 
Plienis in favor. City Cleanup hours will 
be the same as last year.

Plienis stated Public Works would 
like to put a small building up to check 
people in. They will look into the cost. 

Council Member Isaak
The new garbage truck was sup-

posed to be delivered soon but is now 
pushed out until March 2026. There 
is another truck available with a big-
ger motor and transmission. Yeager 
stated this truck has two cylinders 
that will push the garbage so there 
will be less maintenance. It will hold 
more garbage, and the arm can lift 
more weight. This would allow the 
city to replace some of the dumpsters 
with big black tipping carts. This truck 
would not have the rollers that the cur-
rent truck has. The Equipment Com-
mittee recommends purchasing this 
truck. There may be large mainte-
nance costs on the current truck if it 
is used for much longer. The weight of 
the truck was questioned. The original 
amount was $319,668 and the new 
truck is $358,346, which is $38,678 
more. Isaak moved to approve the ad-
ditional $38,678 for the purchase of 
the garbage truck as presented. Keller 
seconded. Roll call vote found Isaak, 
Keller, Aichele, Biles, Brown, Baker 
and Plienis in favor.

A hot water recirculating pump for 
City Hall will cost $3,480 plus electri-
cal installation. It takes over two min-
utes to get hot water in the office and 
the bathroom sinks don’t get hot water. 
The hot water heater was approved 
at the last meeting. Isaak moved to 
purchase the circulating pump and 
have the electrical installed. Plienis 
seconded. Roll call vote found Isaak, 
Plienis, Keller, Aichele, Biles, Brown 
and Baker in favor.

The Police Department will have an 
impound auction and they would like to 
include PD units #9 (2010 Expedition) 
and #10 (2012 Expedition). These ve-
hicles will be added so insurance can 
be removed since they are not being 
used. Baker moved to approve add-
ing the police vehicles to the auction. 
Biles seconded. Roll call vote found 
Baker, Biles, Isaak, Keller, Aichele, 
Brown and Plienis in favor. The old 
rear dump garbage truck and an old 
pump truck need to be disposed of. It 
is requested to add these to a munici-
pal auction website to see if they sell. 
Keller moved to approve adding these 
trucks to the municipal auction. Plienis 
seconded. Roll call vote found Keller, 
Plienis, Aichele, Biles, Brown, Baker 
and Isaak in favor.

Water rates are being reviewed 
to see if tier rates would be a ben-
efit. Black Mountain has a software 
program where the city can use last 
year’s utility bills to determine what the 
rates would bring in if they were tiered. 
The software cost would be prorated 
at $273.32 until September. Brown 
moved to approve the Black Mountain 
software as presented for four months. 
Biles seconded. Roll call vote found 
Brown, Biles, Isaak, Keller, Aichele, 
Baker and Plienis in favor.

CITY PERSONNEL
Economic Development

The city received four responses to 
the City Engineer RFP. The engineer-
ing firms who responded are: AE2S, 
Moore Engineering, Civil Science and 
Interstate Engineering.

The meeting adjourned at 8:16 pm.
Sean Cheatley, Mayor

Heather Ferebee, City Auditor
(05-29-2025)

Beulah City council meeting april 21

BY DANIEL ARENS
HAZEN STAR EDITOR

Things got a little wet on the floors of several rooms 
and offices in the Mercer County Courthouse this 
month.

Jim Albers, Mercer County Building and Maintenance 
Department director, said that a shut-off valve did not 
work correctly during a routine maintenance project in 
the men’s bathroom on the west side of the courthouse, 
May 12.

The plumbing issue caused water to leak and spread 
on the floor and carpet in nearby rooms, including the 
Treasurer Office vault room, the employee break room, 
the election storage room and a corner of the board 
room.

As a result of the water damage in the boardroom, 
the Mercer County Commission held its regular meeting 
May 21 in the courtroom instead.

Albers said the damage was all floor damage, with Ar-
row Service Team out of Bismarck doing the demo work 
right after the leak occurred. Large fans were set up in 
order to dry things out in the affected room, with Albers 
saying repair work on the damaged floors is still pend-
ing once things are properly dried out.

County courthouse 
suffers water damage

HAZEN STAR | DANIEL ARENS
Fans dry out the damaged northwest corner of the Mercer County 

Commission Board Room on May 21. The damage caused the commission 
to move their meeting that day from the boardroom to the courtroom in 

the building. 
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CORNER

BY SHARON OLANDER
I am sharing two Fall recipes, to use some of the vegetables from the gardens and apples from trees that are getting ripe and ready to pick.The first recipe is for apple cinnamon rolls, and the second recipe is for an Autumn harvest bread.The comments from the baker for the apple cinna-mon rolls are “We gave your favorite easy cinnamon roll recipe a whole new fall taste by adding in a couple of fresh apples. Our Apple Cinnamon Rolls make such a treat, especially when alongside a glass of warm apple cider.”

The comments for the harvest bread are “You’ll love this easy Autumn Harvest Bread that has all the hom-ey tastes of the season and rivals anything you can find at a bakery.”

APPLE CINNAMON ROLLS1 / 2 teaspoon ground cinnamon1 / 4 cup sugar1 (8-ounce) can refrigerated crescent rolls2 large apples (Granny Smith or any other firm, tart apple), peeled, cored, and each cut into 8 wedges2 tablespoons butter, melted1 / 4 cup orange juice or waterPreheat oven to 375 degrees F.In a small bowl, mix cinnamon and sugar together; set aside.
Unroll crescent roll dough; separate into 8 triangles. Cut each in half lengthwise to make 16 triangular strips. Place an apple wedge on wide end of each strip; roll up.

Arrange rolls in a 9-x13-inch glass baking dish. Driz-zle with melted butter; sprinkle with cinnamon-sugar mixture. Pour orange juice or water into baking dish, but not over rolls.Bake 30 to 35 minutes, or until rolls are golden brown and apple wedges are tender.
AUTUMN HARVEST BREAD2 cups all-purpose flour1 cup light brown sugar1 teaspoon cinnamon1 teaspoon allspice2 teaspoons baking powder1 / 4 teaspoon salt1 / 3 cup dried cranberries1 / 3 cup chopped walnuts1 (12-ounce) package frozen butternut squash, thawed2 eggs, lightly beaten1 / 2 cup chunky applesauce1 / 3 cup apple juicePreheat oven to 350 degrees F.Coat a 9-x5-inch loaf pan with cooking spray.In a medium bowl, combine flour, brown sugar, cin-namon, allspice, baking powder, salt, cranberries, and walnuts; mix well. In a large bowl, combine squash, eggs, applesauce, and apple juice; mix well. Stir in dry ingredients and mix until thoroughly combined; pour into prepared baking pan.Bake for 1 and one-fourth hour or until toothpick inserted in center comes out dry. Let cool, then slice. 

BY AMY WOBBEMANEW ROCKFORD TRANSCRIPT
The United States Postal Service is a vi-tal partner to newspapers. We pay them to provide a service, that is to deliver our print editions to every address in America. That partnership, however, is facing new challenges.

I was among a select few representing North Dakota newspapers at a roundtable discussion, hosted by U.S. Sen. John Ho-even on Monday. An article about that meeting first appeared in the Grand Forks Herald on Tuesday, and is republished in this edition of both the Transcript and the Independent.
Cecile Wehrman, executive director for the North Dakota Newspaper Association, reached out to me late in the week prior and urged me to attend. She cited the im-portance of the meeting, which we viewed as an opportunity for us to have our voices heard and to advocate for better service on behalf of our readers. I looked forward to a productive discussion, and a chance to introduce myself to people in the Postal Service and open a dialogue about what we can do to improve delivery in our rural places.

It’s no secret that mail delivery to our small communities has gotten less reliable lately, as readers of this newspaper have waited as much as a week to receive their copy in the mail. Readers in other parts of the country have gone weeks without re-ceiving their copy of the Independent, and then receive three or four issues in their mailbox at the same time.We’ve even had entire print runs go missing for days, this happening with both the Independent and Transcript in the past year. For readers of the Independent, it happened just a few weeks ago.Readers, I hear you, and I understand how frustrating it is. I want you to have your newspaper in your hand before the events featured on the front page hap-pen, and as soon as possible after a public meeting is held so you can be informed of the actions taken by your local govern-ment officials.
We greatly appreciate the staff at our lo-cal post offices, for they too bear the brunt of citizen anger, even though delivery of the mail from the processing centers to the post offices is also out of their hands. If they don’t receive a shipment of mail, or if your copy of the newspaper is simply not on the truck, they can’t put it in your mailbox.

We work with them to find solutions, and the postmasters send their concerns up the chain. We are grateful for that. Every-one makes mistakes, and we own ours and make corrections as swiftly as possible.The challenge is that the leadership of the Postal Service believes that they are doing a good job delivering our mail, and they told us that newspapers should not expect delivery the next day when we take our copies to the post office. Next day delivery is considered “early.” That has ap-parently changed in the past two years, be-cause, until recently, next-day delivery was the norm, not the exception.In fact, the “delivery standard” for peri-odicals is now two to nine business days. That means the Postal Service has “done its job” if this edition of the newspaper (dated Sept. 2) arrives in your mailbox on or before Sept. 11. Is that acceptable to you? It certainly isn’t to us, and we’re not 

quite sure why or where the disconnect happened.
I found this press release on the Postal Service’s website, which was published in 2008. I want to share it with readers be-cause it was written by the Postal Service to promote their partnership with newspa-pers when they issued the American Jour-nalists stamp collection that year.“The recently issued American Journal-ists stamps recognize the contributions of journalists to the betterment of American society, exposing and exploring the peo-ple, processes, challenges and accomplish-ments of a country, its people and its role in the world.

“With this sheet of stamps, the U.S. Postal Service honors five distinguished journalists who reported – often at great personal sacrifice – some of the most important stories of the 20th century … Ruben Salazar, Martha Gellhorn, John Hersey, George Polk and Eric Sevareid. These stamps also serve to remind us of the important role a free press has played throughout our nation’s history – a role that flourished through a partnership forged between community newspapers and the Post Office.“When the founding fathers gathered in 1775 to create our national government, one of the first acts of the Continental Con-gress was to establish the Post Office. Why start with the mail? One important reason was to ‘bind the nation together’ by delivering free, uncensored news about our fledgling country and the freedom and democracy on which it was built.“A free press remains one of the corner-stones of our democracy. Individual small town publishers and the delivery of the news and other information by the Postal Service are important reasons why the United States is a beacon of freedom to the world.
“Today, creating and delivering the news is no small endeavor. In 2006, the Postal Service processed and delivered more than 9 billion copies of newspapers and publi-cations ... After more than two centuries, employees of the Postal Service and jour-nalists at community newspapers still help Ameri-cans communicate with each other. Our partnership in binding the nation to-gether has never been more important – delivering news, opinions and information that keeps us informed, and helps to keep us free.”

I hope that the current leadership of the Postal Service rereads and takes this to heart. The Postal Service’s very existence stems from the importance our forefathers placed on freedom of the press, journalists, community newspapers and local news. Let’s renew that spirit of cooperation be-tween the Postal Service and newspapers.As U.S. Senator John Hoeven empha-sized during the discussion and in his follow-up press release, let’s work together to find solutions. We don’t want to be dis-missed and told that the Post Office loses money every time they mail a newspaper, and we certainly don’t want to be told that the problems aren’t as widespread as we’ve described. We want to be heard, we want an op-portunity to report our concerns as soon as delivery issues happen, and we expect a response from the Postal Service. At the very least, we want someone to acknowledge when a mistake is made and then follow through until that issue is re-solved.

Newspaper-postal service partnership on the brink
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A YOUNG ENTREPRENEUR Council approves temporary 

public comment guidelines 

for council meetings

BACK TO BEULAH

BY RYAN SCHLEHUBER

Beulah Beacon Editor

Instead of playing Fornite, 

or binging Disney movies or 

making Tik Tok videos with 

friends, 11-year-old Brinley 

Jordan has been working on 

building up her own business.

Though she aspires to be a 

veterinarian one day, for now, 

Jordan is attempting to build 

up her sugar scrub business, 

called Inside and Out.

Her homemade, fragrant 

skin exfoliation cream comes 

in its own jar, complete with 

her business name on the 

cover. 
Her inspiration to start a 

business has led to her creat-

ing and organizing the inau-

gural Kids Vendor Show, which 

will be from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

at the Energy Wellness Center 

in Beulah on May 18, where 

only school-aged children are 

given access to participate in.

“Her brothers are into the 

sports cards industry and 

they go to shows and make 

money,” explained Travis Jor-

dan, Brinely’s father and su-

perintendent of Beulah Public 

Schools. “So, she started mak-

ing sugar scrubs and then she 

came up with the vendor show 

idea. We told her she would 

have to do everything herself, 

making phone calls, setting 

up contacts and set up all the 

work, which she did.”

Brinley was up for the chal-

lenge of getting the business 

going.
“The vendor show was 

something to get my busi-

ness out there,” Brinley said, a 

fifth-grade student at Beulah 

Elementary. “I wanted to make 

my own money. So I said I was 

up for it.”
She said it took about a 

month for her to get the 

show put together.
Brinley coordinated the 

show’s set-up with Well-

ness Center Director Sonja 

Dutchuck, who was on 

board the minute Brinley 

reached out to her.

“When Brinley called 

and told me her idea, I 

was all over it,” Dutchuck 

said. “The Energy Wellness 

Center isn’t just a facility 

where people can come to 

work out. Our community 

room is available for events 

just like this. We host a 

variety of meetings, family 

gatherings and community 

classes, so this was right up 

our alley to offer to the com-

munity.”
Dutchuck said the Wellness 

Center is free to the public 

and vendors are not being 

charged any fees to use the 

community room.
Brinley said she is excited 

for the vendor show and is ex-

pecting a good turnout.

“My neighbor said they will 

do it and my little brother, 

Madden, who is 7,” she said.

Her sugar scrub product, a 

skin exfoliate, is made from 

baby oil, coconut oil, sugars 

and essential oils. 
Dutchuck said she isn’t sur-

prised by Brinley’s motivation 

to create a business event like 

this.
“I’ve known Brinley for quite 

BY KELLI AMELLING 

Associate Publisher

Temporary guidelines have 

been put into place at the city 

of Beulah for public comment 

at public meetings.
These guidelines were ad-

opted during the council’s 

May 6 meeting after public 

comment was suspended April 

1 until councilmembers had 

an opportunity to “look at 

ways to better balance open 

communication with Beulah 

residents and the need to 

provide a respectful process 

in council’s undertaking the 

business before it.”

“To that end, the follow-

ing guidelines will be put into 

place on a four-month basis 

unless adopted or suspended 

prior to Aug. 19, 2024,” the 

guidelines read.

The guidelines

The guidelines first ask the 

public commentator if they 

have contacted their council 

member, and requests they do 

so before being placed on the 

agenda.
The second highlight notes 

there will be a total of 30 

minutes for public comment 

BY RYAN SCHLEHUBER

Beulah Beacon Editor

Only seven miles separates 

Brandon Zahn’s new place of 

employment and his current 

one, however, Beulah’s new 

high school principal says he’s 

“coming home.”
Zahn, 33, is finishing out 

the school year as Hazen High 

School’s sixth through 12th 

grade principal and is prepar-

ing to begin his new position 

at Beulah High School, where 

he fills the vacancy left by Carl 

Blackhurst, who accepted Beu-

lah Public School’s superinten-

dent position last month.

“When I heard the position 

was open, I had to really think 

about it,” Zahn said. “Beu-

Brinley Jordan, 11, created and organized the Kids Vendor Show, which will be 

held at the Energy Wellness Center on May 18, which only school-aged children 

can come to participate. “I learned how to invest and be able to get money out of 

it,” Jordan said. (Photo courtesy of Travis Jordan)

Fifth-grade student Brinley Jordan is mastermind 

behind Kids Vendor Show on May 18 There will be a four-month trial basis until 

Aug. 19 unless adopted or suspended

New Beulah HS principal ‘coming home’

Brandon Zahn, pictured here with his wife, Emma, and his daughter, Eliza, 

was recently hired as Beulah High School’s new principal. He fills the vacancy left 

by Carl Blackhurst, who will take over the Beulah District School superintendent 

position, which was held by Travis Jordan, who is stepping down after the school 

year as he accepted a new job. (Photo courtesy of Brandon Zahn)
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Chris Frueh, Owner 
701-840-5770
Mapleton, ND

Plumbing Services | Drain Cleaning  
Water Heaters | Remodels

NDMPL#2338

Wednesday, Dec.  4  &  11  
from 1 to 2 p.m. at the 

West Funeral Home & Life Tribute Center 
Casselton, North Dakota 

Cass County
Roundtable

Thursday, Dec. 12  •  9:30 a.m. 
Hagge’s Bar & Grill • Mapleton, ND

(coffee and donuts provided)

Earn $100 per acre or animal unit for adopting high-value 
conservation practices including early-adopters! Contact 

your soil conservation district for more information!

Jaguars, Raiders to play in Barnes 
Co. Tournament
By Brad Anderson 
news@ccreporter.com

Northern Cass will be the 
top seed for the annual Barnes 
County Girls Basketball Tour-
nament. The tournament will 
be held December 10, 12 and 13 
at the W.E. Osmon Fieldhouse 
on the campus of Valley City 
State University. Four games 
will be played each day.

The Jaguars will begin play 
on December 10 at 3:00 p.m. vs 
eighth-seeded White Shield. 

Maple River is the third 
seed. The Raiders will play the 
final first-round game versus 
sixth-seeded Enderlin on De-
cember 10 at 7:30 p.m.

Northern Cass is the defend-
ing champion. The Jaguars de-
feated Maple River 78-51 in the 
2023 championship game. The 

Raiders won the title in 2022.

Barnes County Tournament at VCSU: 
First-round December 10

3:00 p.m. - #1 Northern Cass vs. #8 
White Shield

4:30 p.m. - #4 LaMoure/Litchville- 
Marion vs. #5 Wyndmere-Lidgerwood

6:00 p.m. - #2 Valley City vs. #7 
South Border

7:30 p.m. - #3 Maple River vs. #6 
Enderlin

Thompson named 1st Team 
All-State selection
By Brad Anderson 
news@ccreporter.com

Central Cass junior Izzy 
Thompson was named to the 
first team of the Class B All-
State Volleyball Team. The 
team is voted on by coaches 
statewide and administered by 
the North Dakota High School 
Coaches Association.

The versatile Thompson 
powered 402 kills on the sea-
son, ranking fourth for kills in 
a single season in Central Cass 
history. She ranks fifth in CC re-
cord books with 793 career kills 
going into her senior season in 
2025.

Thompson also surpassed 
1,000 career digs during the 
Region 1 Tournament, where 
the Squirrels finished second 
behind Oak Grove. She was the 

lone Region 1 player on the first 
team.

Emma Bixby of Sargent 
County and Emerson Johnson 
from Wyndmere-Lidgerwood 
represented Region 1 on the All-
State second team.

Azjiah Trader of South Prai-
rie-Max was named the Class B 
Senior Athlete of the Year.

2024 NDHSCA Class B 
Volleyball All-State Team:

First Team:
Taya Aufforth, Jr., Kenmare-Bowbells
Lauren Bell, Soph., Park River Area
Molly Bjorneby, Sr., Grafton
Kiaza Carlson, Jr., May-Port CG
Olivia Ebel, Sr., Our Redeemer’s
Maddie Gefroh, Sr., Medina-Pingree/
   Buchanan
Laela Jensen, Sr., Hettinger-Scranton
Raegan Kjelstrup, Sr., Central 

McLean
Isabella Kovash, Sr., Dickinson Trinity

Elysa McAvoy, Sr., Dickinson Trinity
Meredith Romfo, Sr., Langdon Area- 
   Munich
Brooklyn Shumacher, Jr., Lin-

ton-HMB
Anne Stroklund, Sr., Kenmare-
   Bowbells
Isabelle Thompson, Jr., Central Cass
Azjiah Trader, Sr., South Prairie-Max
Isabel Wendel, Sr., Carrington

Second team:
Emma Bixby, Sr., Sargent County
Emerson Johnson, Sr., Wyndmere- 
   Lidgerwood
Daphne Lauer, Sr., Central McLean
Ashley Martodam, Sr., Towner- 
   Granville-Upham
Ava Peterson, Jr., New Rockford- 
   Sheyenne
Piper Schmidt, Soph., Flasher
Jordan Tozer, Sr., Thompson
Kaylee Werner, Sr., Des Lacs-Burling-

ton

Area notes: Oase signs 
with UND basketball, 
area standouts honored
By Brad Anderson 
news@ccreporter.com

Kindred senior
Karson Ouse made
his collegiate com-
mitment official.
The 6’8 Ouse, who
helped Kindred to
runner-up finish in
Class A last season,
recently signed his
National Letter
of Intent after his
verbal commitment
in June.

Oase averaged 10.5 
points, 4.7 rebounds, 
and nearly three as-
sists per game last season. He 
was Kindred’s top three-point 
shooter with over 40 made 
threes in 2023-24. He was 
an All-Tournament selection 
at last spring’s Class A State 
Tournament.

UND head coach Paul 
Sather had this to say about 
Karson through a media 
release. “We think the future 
is bright for Karson. He has 
a huge upside with his size, 
skill, and ability to shoot the 
ball. He can really feel the 
game and will fit in well with 
our style of play. We love re-
cruiting locally as much as we 
can, and we are really excited 
about Karson. Most impor-
tantly, Karson is really excited 
about coming to the Uni-
versity of North Dakota and 
being a part of our basketball 
program.”

Oase and the Vikings are 
one of the early-season favor-
ites in Class A and Region 1 
this season.

*******
The North Star Athletic 

Association has released some 
of its year-end awards for 
fall sports. Two area football 
standouts were honored, 
along with one more in volley-
ball.

2022 Central Cass graduate 
Jake Deutsch, a sophomore 
wide receiver at Valley City 
State, earned second-team 
All-Conference accolades. 
Deutsch, slowed by injuries 
early in his VCSU career, 
caught 30 passes for 385 
yards, and two touchdowns 
for the Vikings this fall.

Joe Nelson of Grandin, a 
2021 Northern Cass grad-
uate, and a senior on the 
Mayville State football team, 
was MSU’s recipient for the 
Champions of Character. 
The NAIA has implemented 
this program at its member 
schools, providing training 
and highlighting five core 
values: integrity, respect, 
responsibility, sportsmanship 
and servant leadership.

Argusville native and 2021 
Northern Cass graduate Mor-
gan Nelson, a senior at VCSU, 
was an All-Conference, earned 
second-team All-Conference 
honors. She totaled 195 kills 
and 80 blocks this season 
for the Vikings. She tied the 
school’s record for blocks in 
a match with 11 in a five-set 
victory over Mayville State on 
September 25.

COURTESY PHOTO
Kindred senior Karson Ouse signing his National 
Letter of Intent to play basketball at the University 
of North Dakota. 
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FARM BETTER
BetterState.com

Ag Lending—For all stages of growth.

• Equipment

• Livestock

• Line of Credit

• Seasonal Operating Lines

Kayla Palmer,
VP Ag Lending

BY RYAN SCHLEHUBER
Beulah Beacon Editor

While the country was enraptured with the

aftermath of President Richard Nixon and the

Watergate scandal, amnesty to American draft

evaders in the Vietnam War and Muhammad Ali

and George Foreman’s “Rumble in the Jungle” 

in September 1974, Mercer County was gearing 

up for the revival of an old tradition — a fair. 

Led by a four-member board, which included 

L.F. Temme, Mercer County created a fair in 

Beulah in 1915, a year after World War I broke 

out in Europe. The Mercer County Fair would 

continue on year after year until, in 1925, it was 

ended (no reason could be found in archives of 

the Beacon before press time). 

It wouldn’t be until 50 years later that the tra-

dition of the fair was revived. 

After then-County Auditor Hubert Stoelting 

announced the county commissioners met with 

a group from Beulah at a regular meeting, a 

county fair board was established. 

The 1974 fair board included Jim Cook, Bob 

Albers, Albert Kilber of Hazen; Werner Benfit, 

Tom Dallman of Zap; Darold Benz, Leland Er-

ickson and Eugene Keller of Beulah and Delton 

Herman of Golden Valley. 
In that revival year, the fair was held around 

Labor Day weekend, and admission into the fair 

was a mere $1.50, with children ages 12 and 

younger getting in free.
The grand attraction at the fair that year was

the Leroy Van Dyke Country Western Show,

which was $2.50 per ticket, however, if bought

at the door, the price went up to $3. Tickets

were available at various local businesses, in-

cluding Benz Insurance, Mirror Bar, Sportsman

Bar, K&J Bar, Ben Franklin and Johnson Store in 

Beulah, at Linda’s Western Shop in Zap and at 

Hazen’s MB Auto & Tractor Supply.

“LeRoy Van Dyke, a pacesetting phenomenon 

of country music, will bring his all-star Grand 

Ole-Opry show to the Mercer County Fair in 

Beulah,” the Beacon article quoted. 

The article went on to say LeRoy’s first big 

million-seller was his own composition, “The 

Auctioneer.” He followed this up with such No. 

1 tunes a “Walk on By,” “Black Cloud,” “Going 

to Boston,” and “Big, Wide Wonderful World of 

Country Music.”
“Star in the motion picture ‘What Am I Bid,’ 

LeRoy will be appearing on the show with his 

Mercury recording band — The Auctioneers,” 

the article said.
Along with Van Dyke, MCA recording star Lin-

da K. Lance would co-star on the show, along 

with Clem Appleknocker, who, the Beacon said, 

ranked as “one of the funniest fellas in country 

music, and a leading impersonator. Apple-

knocker is a show-stopper with the Grand Ole 

Opry caravan of stars.”

The 1974 fair also had two parades, a kiddie

parade, which was sponsored by the Jaycees,

and a main parade, in which prizes were given

out based on several categories of presentation.

Fast-forward another 50 years, many changes

have happened since, but one thing remains

the same — the entertainment and traditions of

the Mercer County Fair in Beulah.

And just like it was then as it is now, the an-

nual weekend fun depends heavily on the sup-

port of many, with the expectation of 7,000 to 

8,000 people attending this year’s fair.

“I guess for me, being president of fair board, 

one person, one crew, one board doesn’t do it 

all,” said Rick Bauman, Fair Board president. “It’s 

a community effort. The Sheriff’s Department 

helps, medical technicians, the volunteers at the 

gate … the list goes on.”
A longtime resident of Beulah, Bauman re-

members attending the fair in his younger days, 

with many fond memories from the livestock 

show, something that continues as a fair tradi-

tion today.
“They were always great entertainment,” he 

said.
Fair volunteer worker Mark Hafner remem-

bers the 4-H events at the fair fondly, as well.

“I grew up on the fairgrounds when it first 

started,” said the 60-year-old Beulah resident. 

“Showing cattle, the 4-H and FFA stuff, I loved 

50 years of Mercer County Fair fun and festivities

FAIR     cont. on pg A5

BY RYAN SCHLEHUBER
Beulah Beacon Editor

Adam Baker is one of 
four new members of the 
city of Beulah’s council, 
and he is quickly making 
his voice heard. 

The July 11 regular city 
council meeting was the 
first official one for Baker 
(Ward 2), Cameron Brown 
(Ward 1), Kameron Plienis 
(Ward 3) and William “Bill” 

Keller (Ward 4).
Baker, who won the seat 

by a mere three votes over 

Olivia Akin, said in one of 
his answers to Beulah Bea-
con’s Q&A article before 
the election, “I think there 
needs to be some new 
voices involved in the deci-

sion making process’ with 
our local government.”

He didn’t take long to 
voice his concern on a 
couple city topics.

In the opening of the 
regular meeting, Baker 
first questioned the city’s 
preliminary budget for the 

next fiscal year, which must 

be finalized by the end of 
September and must be 
to the Mercer County au-
ditor by Oct. 10. He then 
brought up the city’s tem-
porary guidelines for pub-
lic comments during a city 

meeting. 
Both items were only 

up for discussion and no 
motions were made, but 
Baker wanted to make it 
known his concerns about 

the city’s upcoming bud-
get and the council’s tem-

porary public comment 
guidelines. 

With the budget, council 

members were giving a 
preliminary review of next 
year’s budget, which Baker 

wanted discussion had 
before anything was to be 

voted on as early as next 
month. 

“I didn’t get the portfo-
lio about this budget until 

just now and I’m noticing 
there’s a huge budget in-

Council’s public comment guidelines, upcoming budget questioned 

City recognizes July 25 as Children Mobility Awareness Day

COUNCIL      cont. on pg A2
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Staying connected at 

1,000 miles away 

takes good sources

THE INSIDE SCOOP
By Ryan Schlehuber

dakota datebook
Great Drought

Letters must include the writer’s full legal name, city and state of current residence and 

phone number for verification. Only letters in which the author has local ties will be pub-

lished. Anonymous and unsigned letters will not be printed. Letters must be 300 words or 

less. No more than one letter per month will be accepted by one individual, with an excep-

tion made for writers offering a one-letter rebuttal to a letter written about them. 

We will not print letters we judge libelous, inaccurate or of an advertising nature. We re-

serve the right to edit letters. 

During election season, any political letter to the editor, whether openly endorsing a 

candidate or speaking to any stance on political issues, will be subject to a $25 charge. It 

will be published as sponsored content, paid for by the letter writer. Political letters will not 

be accepted 10 days prior to any election unless they are a rebuttal to a previously pub-

lished letter. These letters must still follow all other restrictions, including word count. 

Letters must be typed and should be emailed to beulaheditor@centralnordak.com or 

mailed to The Beacon, Letters to the Editor, 324 2nd Ave. NE, Beulah, ND 58523.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR POLICY

September 26, 2024 – Nels Wold was born in the town of Winger in Polk County, 

Minnesota on December 24, 1895. This son of Norwegian immigrants would later 

move to Minnewaukan, North Dakota, and he ended up enlisting in the Army.

Wold was a private in Company I, 138 Infantry, 35 Division and he saw action 

during the Meuse-Argonne Offensive during World War I. On this date in 1918, 

Wold’s platoon was stationed at the far left of the American line. Their mission 

was to capture the village of Cheppy, but the American advance was held up by 

German machine guns.

Wold’s platoon found themselves in heavy fog. They lost contact with the rest of 

the American troops. When the platoon came across some American scouts, the 

two groups joined up. They decided to move behind the German lines. They knew 

someone had to destroy the machine gun positions before the American advance 

could continue.
Their efforts were successful. They silenced several of the German guns. They 

also captured eleven prisoners. At one point, Wold saw a comrade in danger with a 

German officer about to shoot him. Wold shot the German and rescued his fellow 

soldier.Wold also volunteered to attack another difficult enemy position. He crawled 

through the brush and took the enemy by surprise.  He killed two and captured 

three. He went on to singlehandedly destroy three more enemy positions, but 

finally fell as he attacked a fifth. His comrades charged. They destroyed the enemy 

gun and retrieved Wold’s body.

The American advance was able to move forward because of the actions of Nels 

Wold. He was posthumously awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor for his 

gallant service. His citation reads in part, “It was while attempting to rush a fifth 

machine gun nest that he was killed. The advance of his company was mainly due 

to his great courage and devotion to duty.”

Nels Wold is buried at Elim Cemetery in his hometown of Winger, Minnesota.

Dakota Datebook by Carole Butcher

“Dakota Datebook” is a radio series from Prairie Public in partnership with 

the State Historical Society of North Dakota and with funding from the North 

Dakota Humanities Council. See all the Dakota Datebooks at prairiepublic.org, 

subscribe to the “Dakota Datebook” podcast, or buy the Dakota Datebook book at 

shopprairiepublic.org.

When I took this job as a remote editor for the 

Beulah Beacon and Center Republican, I knew 

the biggest challenge would be trying to stay 

connected to all that is happening 1,000 miles 

away from me.
Because of my “non-local phone number,” I’ve 

gotten into a routine of calling sources, leaving 

a voicemail message and immediately texting 

them to make sure they know I’m not a spam call. 

Ninety-nine percent of the time, it works. And to 

me, that stat is phenomenally fantastic.

Why? Because it means that almost everyone 

I have reached out to – in an effort to gather 

information for articles – gets back to me, and 

responds to my attempts to reach them. As a 

remote editor from Michigan, that, my friend, is 

fan-dakota-tastic.
To all the city officials – especially city auditors 

Heather Ferebee (Beulah) and RaShell Simenson 

(Center) and Beulah Mayor Sean Cheatley and 

Center Mayor John Lee – thank you for your 

continuous communication and thoughtful 

patience with my constant calling and texting. 

Even former Center Mayor Jayar Kindsvogel was 

so good at getting back to me, especially when I 

was under deadline.

Right there with them are the several school 

officials and coaches at Center-Stanton and 

Beulah. I can’t tell you how great it is to be able 

to just shoot a text to one of these people and 

have my answer usually within the next hour if 

not immediately. It makes my news-gathering so 

much easier – and enjoyable.

I could keep going down the line and thanking 

all of the people that I’ve reached out to 

repeatedly in order to get my stories completed, 

but really, what I’m trying to get at is I love that 

I’m able to be well connected to these North 

Dakota communities and do my job well all the 

while sitting in 1,000 miles away in Michigan.

The one thing I really miss doing is taking 

photographs of events, especially high school 

sports, and I thought maybe we’d suffer a bit 

in this area because, starting out, I had no 

photographer to rely on. It was all me begging my 

sources to send me photos, which, again, most of 

the time I received photos I could use. 

Kudos, by the way, to Melissa Froseth and Amy 

Blackhurst (Center) and Deborah Dub (Beulah), to 

name only a few, who have time and time again 

come through with great photos for me to use.

When Beulah resident Shauna Pierce was hired 

as a part-time photographer for our papers, I 

was ecstatic because I finally had a go-to person 

for local photography. Having a “boots on the 

ground” person is priceless, and Shauna has done 

a wonderful job of keeping up with my frantic 

demands, many times being last-minute requests. 

I say all of this because not only do I want to 

recognize and thank all the people who have 

helped make my job easier – and the papers 

better – but they also contribute in supporting our 

efforts to provide quality journalism to the local 

communities and our many readers. Truly, without 

these reliable sources, my job, these newspapers, 

would suffer. 
It’s because of these people that we here at the 

Beacon and Center Republican continue to work 

hard, continue to find ways to improve things 

and continue to provide as much local news as 

possible to our readers. 

So, thank you to these great people. Because 

of you, the 1,000-mile distance between me and 

the local communities I cover is seemingly much 

shorter than I would have ever imagined. 
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From the 
Publishers Desk

By Kelsey Majeske

The Beacon welcomes letters from its readers. 

Letters must include the writer’s full legal 

name, city and state of current residence and 

phone number for verification. Anonymous and 

unsigned letters will not be printed. Letters must 

be 300 words or less. No more than one letter 

per month will be accepted by one individual, 

with an exception made for writers offering a 

one-letter rebuttal to a letter written about them. 

We will not print letters we judge libelous, 

inaccurate or of an advertising nature. We 

reserve the right to edit letters. 

During election season, any political letter to 

the editor, whether openly endorsing a candidate 

or speaking to any stance on political issues, will 

be subject to a $25 charge. It will be published 

as sponsored content, paid for by the letter 

writer. These letters must still follow all other 

restrictions, including word count. 

Letters must be typed and should be emailed 

to kelli@centralnordak.com or mailed to The 

Beacon, Letters to the Editor, 324 2nd Ave. NE, 

Beulah, ND 58523.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR POLICY

dakota datebook

It's Tuesday, and hopefully this week finds its 

way to Friday soon.  I have hi-jacked the design of 

the Beacon this week to help tweak the design to 

fit and am taking the opportunity to write on the 

page, because I can and because it puts me in the 

Beulah mindset.  
While I could write about the State Basketball 

Tournaments, the prep for prom coming up or just 

the joy of another threat of spring snow, I instead 

want to highlight and encourage your involvement 

as a reader of the Beulah Beacon.   

This week (on the very next page) you will find a 

lengthy Letter to the Editor from a Beulah resident.  

This letter landed in my e-mail from the editorial 

staff late last night with a "what do you want us 

to do" question mark.  It is our policy to have all 

letters total less than 300 words and meet our 

other requirements list in on this editorial page. 

However, I have always felt strongly about our 

community newspapers being a watch dog for our 

local governments and supporting our readers 

when they have concerns about happenings that 

directly effect their homes, businesses and families.  

So while it may be lengthy, we chose to run this 

letter at full length and will run any subsequent 

response letters that come in above the word 

count surrounding this issue as long as they meet 

the other requirements. 

In a day in age where it is easy for entities to 

hide information, have alternate agendas and 

only promote what they want us to see and know; 

our job as your community newspaper is more 

important than ever.  We are here to keep you 

informed.  
My favorite part of community journalism is the 

people, covering the kids doing good deeds in the 

schools, dressed up for halloween or Red Ribbon 

Week; covering local athletes that are headed for 

bright futures; doing stories on new businesses 

that keep our communities alive and thriving and 

covering our local heroes and what they sacrifice 

to serve our commnities; but there is an entire 

section of our newspapers each week dedicated 

to sharing the decisions being made by our local 

governments, it is there after every meeting, 

publicizing every bid notice, election notice and

change that local governments discuss. It is their 

for everyone to be informed.

I spend countless hours each week discussing

legal notices, with staff, readers and governments 

my stance on legals to all three is the same; yes it 

can be pain, yes there are alot of rules but at the 

end of the day it's about the information and the 

easy access of it to our readers, the voters and 

communities that rely on those local governments.  

Those notices are important, they are there to 

keep our local governments in check and keep the 

light in all of the corners for people to see what is 

going on.       
In addtion to these notices, as your community 

newspaper we cover every meeting we can.  

With fewer staff than in years past, sometimes 

this means attending via zoom, or watching the 

recording, but we are there and we like to make 

sure that your local governemnts know that we 

are.  Even if you don't read every word of their 

minutes published each week, we want to at least 

give you the highlights and when the situations 

warrant we also write the tough stories of 

corruption and hidden agendas and unanswered 

questions.   
We have had more than a few tough stories out 

of Beulah since I came on board with these papers, 

but I love that the community cares and is active in 

learning about what is going on and showing up 

when it counts. 
I encourage all of our readers to be active; be 

upset, be supportive, just be active.  We are always 

happy to take your Letters to the Editor about the 

newspaper or your community and we are always 

happy to hear your concerns that will lead us to 

stories to be covered. Attend a meeting, read the 

minutes, continue to be active.

Be Active

Bismarck Hospital Under Water

March 21, 2024 — As the expanse of the prairies became cultivated and settled, the need for 

healthcare became apparent. By 1885 in Bismarck, some Benedictine sisters from Minnesota opened 

St. Alexius, the city’s first hospital. In 1915, the hospital moved to its present-day location in Bismarck.

By 1902, more healthcare options arose in Bismarck as early settling doctors Quain and Ramstad 

established a clinic. Five years later, combining with the aid of a missionary of the Bismarck Evangelical 

association, they established a second hospital. The Bismarck Hospital’s first unit was officially opened 

for patients in 1909. Eventually, it would become Medcenter One and, today, Sanford.

Both of these institutions have served the residents of Bismarck and the surrounding area in some 

capacity for over a century. But this did not mean that the course of hospital upkeep was smooth – or 

even dry.
On this date in 1961, personnel at the Bismarck Hospital were hard at work trying to determine the 

cause for a dramatic increase in their water bill...a sharp jump from the typical $311 monthly bill to 

around $700 per month.

Hospital engineers and city water department officials investigated the issue, checking the water 

gauge daily, and offering advice. In the meantime, staff placed a note in the hospital’s weekly 

newsletter asking for ideas as to what the problem was—responses to which they received in 

bounteous quantity.

Hospital administrator David Hansen said, “They advise us of possible leaky faucets and fixtures, 

and suspicious amounts of water on the sidewalks outside the hospital.” He had already ruled out “sly 

suggestions of a possible secret swimming pool in the sub-basement, a do-it-yourself dam (preferably 

earth-filled) in the children’s ward or a water cascade off the roof.”

“Nor,” the Morton County News reported, “have any whales, sharks or seals checked into the 

hospital recently.”

That wasn’t the only problem – it was also reported in the newsletter that in one area of the 

hospital, only one of the hot and cold water valves could be open at a time, or else both hot or cold 

water would come out of either pipes at random. No wonder with all of these issues that the water 

department officials were beginning to refer to the Bismarck Hospital as “the sponge.”

Dakota Datebook written by Sarah Walker

 “Dakota Datebook” is a radio series from Prairie Public in partnership with the State Historical 

Society of North Dakota and with funding from Humanities North Dakota. See all the Dakota Datebooks 

at prairiepublic.org, subscribe to the “Dakota Datebook” podcast, or buy the Dakota Datebook book at 

shopprairiepublic.org.
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BY DANIEL ARENS

HAZEN STAR

While discussions on solar farms, natural

gas lines and other energy possibilities have

continued over the last couple of years, wind

project proposals fizzled out after Mercer 

County officially adopted its current restric-

tive ordinance.

That changed with the start of October, 

however. 
PRC Wind (Project Resource Corporation) is 

planning a wind project in Mercer and Oliver 

counties called 49 Wind, with an anticipated 

commercial operation date of the fourth 

quarter of 2030. The project “will produce 

about 400 megawatts of power” and “will 

consist of 70 to 115 turbines,” with the num-

ber dependent on “turbine model/size,” ac-

cording to a flyer from the company.

To kickstart the first planning phase for this 

project, PRC Wind held a “Meet and Greet” 

at the Beulah Civic Center Oct. 1, with a meal 

catered by Kimi’s for people, a brief presenta-

tion on the overall project scope and a period 

for people to ask questions and voice sug-

gestions, concerns and desires they might 

have.
Mauli Sand, project developer with PRC 

Wind, gave a rough estimate of 130-140 peo-

ple who showed up for this meet and greet. 

Many people asked questions and voiced 

concerns about the proposed wind project, 

although Sand emphasized that all informa-

tion is still very preliminary at this time.

“I’m just really thankful that it is such an 

involved community,” Sand said. “It was great 

to see so many people turn up.” 

She also said it was clear that many of 

those in attendance had experience with de-

velopment and were asking questions that 

she said were important.

One of the attendees who spoke up was 

Mark Pierce, a Beulah resident and leader 

with the Faces of North Dakota Coal group, 

which highlights the community and family 

benefits that the coal industry brings to “Coal 

Country” in west-central North Dakota.

“I went to the meeting because I was inter-

ested in seeing what they were proposing,” 

Pierce said. “I have a lot more questions than 

answers at this time, but I look forward to 

learning more and talking with [PRC Wind] 

more.”
Sand said the project has not really been 

designed or developed yet. She said it was 

important to meet with the public first and 

gather input from them that could impact 

how any project is designed, while also being 

upfront about the plans for this project with 

residents from the start.

“We just wanted to gather their thoughts 

about experiences that they have liked and, 

more importantly, that they did not like,” 

Sand said. “We want to learn from other 

companies’ missteps, help the community as 

much as we can and be a good neighbor.”

The preliminary project boundary shows a 

large area south of Beulah, extending on both 

sides of North Dakota Highway 49 and in-

cluding land in both Mercer and Oliver coun-

ties. Much of the Coyote Creek Station site is 

located within this boundary.

Sand stressed that this boundary is prelimi-

nary, saying the goal was to put down some-

thing general to present at the public meet-

ing. Based on the input from landowners in 

the area and from the public at large, she said 

the shape of the boundary will change and 

become more specific and detailed.

A pamphlet distributed at the meeting 

gives a tentative timeline for 49 Wind. The 

timeline began with the Oct. 1 meeting, a 

meeting to “introduce project outline to land-

owners and community.” The next step will be 

to “distribute and execute leases,” with land 

leasing opportunities extending until the sec-

ond quarter of 2025.

Prior to actual layout and design, the com-

pany plans to do wind resource monitoring, 

begin environmental surveys and studies and 

enter into an Interconnection Agreement with 

MISO (Midcontinent Independent System 

Operator, Inc.), the regional transmission or-

ganization and independent system operator 

for much of the central United States and the 

province of Manitoba in Canada.

A draft preliminary layout and design will 

be “ongoing for project layout, starting late 

2025.” Infrastructure meetings will be held 

with landowners, and a finalized layout and 

design put together before 49 Wind begins 

seeking county and state permitting. 

The pamphlet says the project will begin 

permitting with the counties in mid-2027 and 

with the State of North Dakota by early 2028. 

A Notice to Proceed will be in place by mid-

2029 and the commercial operation date by 

late 2030.
During the public meeting, residents asked 

DANIEL ARENS | HAZEN STAR

Well over 100 people came out to the Beulah Civic Center to learn more about the 49 Wind Project and voice their ques-

tions and concerns about the project and its impact on the local economy, communities and coal industry. 

INTRODUCING A PROJECT

Fresh plans and fresh concerns for 49 Wind

WIND                     
                    c

ont. on pg A16

Mark Pierce, standing, received applause from the public 

attendees when he talked about the positive impact of the 

coal industry to local communities, adding that he would 

only support a wind project if it added to and enhanced 

already-existing energy production in the county rather 

than replacing it. 
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FARM BETTER

BetterState.com

Ag Lending—For all stages of growth.
• Equipment• Livestock

• Line of Credit• Seasonal Operating Lines

Kayla Palmer,VP Ag Lending

BY RYAN SCHLEHUBERBeulah Beacon Editor
While the country was enraptured with the 

aftermath of President Richard Nixon and the 

Watergate scandal, amnesty to American draft 

evaders in the Vietnam War and Muhammad Ali 

and George Foreman’s “Rumble in the Jungle” 

in September 1974, Mercer County was gearing 

up for the revival of an old tradition — a fair. 

Led by a four-member board, which included 

L.F. Temme, Mercer County created a fair in 

Beulah in 1915, a year after World War I broke 

out in Europe. The Mercer County Fair would 

continue on year after year until, in 1925, it was 

ended (no reason could be found in archives of 

the Beacon before press time). 
It wouldn’t be until 50 years later that the tra-

dition of the fair was revived. 
After then-County Auditor Hubert Stoelting 

announced the county commissioners met with 

a group from Beulah at a regular meeting, a 

county fair board was established. 
The 1974 fair board included Jim Cook, Bob 

Albers, Albert Kilber of Hazen; Werner Benfit, 

Tom Dallman of Zap; Darold Benz, Leland Er-

ickson and Eugene Keller of Beulah and Delton 

Herman of Golden Valley. In that revival year, the fair was held around 

Labor Day weekend, and admission into the fair 

was a mere $1.50, with children ages 12 and

younger getting in free.The grand attraction at the fair that year was 

the Leroy Van Dyke Country Western Show, 

which was $2.50 per ticket, however, if bought 

at the door, the price went up to $3. Tickets 

were available at various local businesses, in-

cluding Benz Insurance, Mirror Bar, Sportsman 

Bar, K&J Bar, Ben Franklin and Johnson Store in 

Beulah, at Linda’s Western Shop in Zap and at 

Hazen’s MB Auto & Tractor Supply.
“LeRoy Van Dyke, a pacesetting phenomenon 

of country music, will bring his all-star Grand 

Ole-Opry show to the Mercer County Fair in 

Beulah,” the Beacon article quoted. 
The article went on to say LeRoy’s first big 

million-seller was his own composition, “The 

Auctioneer.” He followed this up with such No. 

1 tunes a “Walk on By,” “Black Cloud,” “Going 

to Boston,” and “Big, Wide Wonderful World of 

Country Music.”“Star in the motion picture ‘What Am I Bid,’ 

LeRoy will be appearing on the show with his 

Mercury recording band — The Auctioneers,” 

the article said.Along with Van Dyke, MCA recording star Lin-

da K. Lance would co-star on the show, along 

with Clem Appleknocker, who, the Beacon said, 

ranked as “one of the funniest fellas in country 

music, and a leading impersonator. Apple-

knocker is a show-stopper with the Grand Ole 

Opry caravan of stars.”

The 1974 fair also had two parades, a kiddie 

parade, which was sponsored by the Jaycees, 

and a main parade, in which prizes were given 

out based on several categories of presentation. 

Fast-forward another 50 years, many changes 

have happened since, but one thing remains 

the same — the entertainment and traditions of 

the Mercer County Fair in Beulah. 
And just like it was then as it is now, the an-

nual weekend fun depends heavily on the sup-

port of many, with the expectation of 7,000 to 

8,000 people attending this year’s fair.
“I guess for me, being president of fair board, 

one person, one crew, one board doesn’t do it 

all,” said Rick Bauman, Fair Board president. “It’s 

a community effort. The Sheriff’s Department 

helps, medical technicians, the volunteers at the 

gate … the list goes on.”A longtime resident of Beulah, Bauman re-

members attending the fair in his younger days, 

with many fond memories from the livestock 

show, something that continues as a fair tradi-

tion today.“They were always great entertainment,” he 

said.
Fair volunteer worker Mark Hafner remem-

bers the 4-H events at the fair fondly, as well.

“I grew up on the fairgrounds when it first 

started,” said the 60-year-old Beulah resident. 

“Showing cattle, the 4-H and FFA stuff, I loved 

50 years of Mercer County Fair fun and festivities

FAIR     
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BY RYAN SCHLEHUBERBeulah Beacon Editor
Adam Baker is one of four new members of the 

city of Beulah’s council, and he is quickly making his voice heard. The July 11 regular city council meeting was the first official one for Baker (Ward 2), Cameron Brown 
(Ward 1), Kameron Plienis 
(Ward 3) and William “Bill” 
Keller (Ward 4).Baker, who won the seat 

by a mere three votes over 
Olivia Akin, said in one of 
his answers to Beulah Bea-
con’s Q&A article before the election, “I think there 

needs to be some new voices involved in the deci-
sion making process’ with 
our local government.”He didn’t take long to voice his concern on a couple city topics.In the opening of the regular meeting, Baker first questioned the city’s preliminary budget for the 

next fiscal year, which must 
be finalized by the end of 
September and must be to the Mercer County au-ditor by Oct. 10. He then brought up the city’s tem-

porary guidelines for pub-
lic comments during a city 
meeting. Both items were only up for discussion and no motions were made, but Baker wanted to make it known his concerns about 

the city’s upcoming bud-get and the council’s tem-

porary public comment guidelines. With the budget, council 
members were giving a preliminary review of next 

year’s budget, which Baker 
wanted discussion had before anything was to be 

voted on as early as next month. 
“I didn’t get the portfo-lio about this budget until 

just now and I’m noticing 
there’s a huge budget in-

Council’s public comment guidelines, upcoming budget questioned 

City recognizes July 25 as Children Mobility Awareness Day

COUNCIL      cont. on pg A2
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Monday, April 8BBQ Pork Ribs, Baked Beans, Au Gratin 

Potatoes, Cantaloupe, Wheat Bread - 2 

Slices
 

Tuesday, April 9Eggs Benedict Casserole, Hollandaise 

Sauce, Rosemary Potatoes, Lemon Walnut 

Broccoli, Peach Crisp 
Wednesday, April 10

Hawaiian Chicken, Orange & Avacado 

Salad, Lemon RIce Pilaf, Seasoned Broccoli, 

Pineapple

Thursday, April 11
Herb & Mustard Crusted Pork Loin, Po-

taotes & Onions, Brussels Sprouts/Bacon, 

Mandarin Orange, Wheat Bread - 2 Slices

 
Friday, April 12Supreme Pizza Casserole, House Salad 

with Dressing, Green Beans Oregano, Apple, 

Breadstick

Call one day in advance to reserve or 

cancel a meal. 701-748-2493. 

Low-Fat Mike (8 oz),Bread & Margarine 

Served DailyMenu Subject to Change

Meals on Wheels Weekly Menu

3C Construction, LLC Power & Communications Contractor 
�t �� �onstruction, LL� ����, we�re on t�e �ookout �or 

 to �oin our 

growing team. We�re not �ust anot�er emp�oyer� we�re a dynamic, �orward�t�inking business 

born out o� co��aboration wit� �or��ran��ou ��ectric �ooperative, �oug�rider ��ectric 

�ooperative, ��� ��ectric �ooperative, and ��ope ��ectric �ooperative. 

 �ur commitment to our emp�oyees is robust, �ust �ike our dedication to serving 

our va�ued partners. We be�ieve in a supportive work environment t�at not on�y a��ows you to 

t�rive pro�essiona��y but a�so ensures a �ea�t�y work��i�e ba�ance. �ere�s w�at you can e�pect� 

• 

 We va�ue �ard work and be�ieve it deserves recognition 

and rewards. • 

 �our we���being is a priority. We’ve got you covered, 

so you can �ocus on your career. 
• 

 We understand t�at time is va�uab�e, and we�re committed to 

maintaining t�at ba�ance.  

 �ou wi�� �ave t�e opportunity to construct and repair a wide variety o� 

e�ectric distribution and transmission �ines. �ou��� get to insta�� �ig�tning arrestors, circuit 

breakers, regu�ators, trans�ormers, and ot�er �earn about various ot�er �ob speci�ic e�uipment.  

 We�re �ooking �or someone wit� t�e rig�t b�end o� e�perience and ski��s� 

• �omp�etion o� a one�year Lineworker training course or Journeyman Lineworker’s 

certi�icate. • ��perience wit� construction and maintenance in t�e e�ectrica� distribution and 

transmission �ie�d. • � va�id ��L, or t�e abi�ity to obtain one wit�in �� days o� emp�oyment. 
 �o �earn more about �� �onstruction, de�ve into t�e �u�� �ob 

description, and app�y �or t�is opportunity, p�ease visit our website at 

www.wdus.coop�careers.com or on Job �ervice �� at www.�obsnd.com  

 �mai� your cover �etter, resume, and t�e comp�eted app�ication to �r�iea.coop. ��is 

opportunity wi�� remain open unti� it�s �i��ed. 
Join us and become an integra� part o� our commitment to de�ivering innovative so�utions w�i�e 

�ostering strong member re�ations�ips. 

Happening This Week Sunday April 7

Community turkey dinner Sunday

A community turkey dinner will be held from 11 a.m. to 1 

p.m. Sunday, April 7 at Hazen City Hall. Sponsored by SMC 

Auxiliary.Medical benefit for Sharon (Peabody) Erhardt

A fleischkuechle feed and a silent auction will be held 

from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday, April 7 at the Beulah Civic 

Center for Sharon (Peabody) Erhardt. On Feb. 16, Sharon 

survived a brain aneurysm. The benefit will help with 

medical expenses while she is in the hospital and during 

her recovery. If not able to attend, donations can be mailed 

to: Penney Emter, 555 58th Ave SW, Beulah, ND 58523. 

Please make checks payable to Sharon Erhardt, and put 

“fundraiser” in the memo.

Leave Your Legacy  
in North Dakota  

Contact the professionals at NDCF for a free, 

confidential conversation about your options as you 

plan your estate.  www.NDCF.net | 701-222-8349 

TOWN HALL MEETINGApril 16th 6pm @Beulah Civic Center120 7th St NE Discussion on questions 
regarding special assessments

SUBMITTED BY BY EMMA HOTZ,

 CLUB REPORTERWhat a whirlwind weekend for the Star 

Equestrian and Burleigh County Hippology 

4-H Clubs. We teamed up again and head-

ed to the North Dakota State Hippology 

Competition held in Fargo. Preparing for a 

long weekend of Horse Judging, Hippol-

ogy, Quiz Bowl, and Equine Speeches that 

the studied information over the course of 

the past 7 months. It was chilly as we en-

tered NDSU Equine Center Saturday morn-

ing to compete.Over the past seven months our teams 

have been preparing for this competi-

tion and the hard work definitely paid off. 

Emma Hotz, Eva Unruh, Teagan Folk, and 

Denyka Sauer started out the day judging 

and watching six different classes of horses. 

Together with nine other team members 

these young ladies did amazing. Teagan, 

along with her junior teammates took 1st 

Overall in Hippology, 2nd in Station and 

2nd in Team Problem. 
In our Intermediate team, Eva Unruh 

came in 5th place. Our senior team rep-

resented by Emma and Denyka brought 

home 4th place Overall with team mates 

placing 12th Emma, 11thJayde, and 8th De-

nyka. In Horse Judging Denyka and Jayde 

tied for 2nd place overall.
Sunday began bright and early, we en-

tered NDSU with hopes of learning more 

about equine during our Quiz Bowl Com-

petition. Challenging is not a hard enough 

word. We have a lot to learn. 

Denyka Sauer was the only team mate 

to have enough courage to do a prepared 

Speech. We listened to her practice her 

speech preparing to present it. It must 

have helped because Denyka Sauer took 

1st place in the Prepared Speech Divi-

sion. Denyka will be representing Beulah 

High School, Mercer County 4-H, Burleigh 

County 4-H and the whole State of North 

Dakota at the Western National Roundup 

Stock Show held in Denver Colorado next 

January.I would like to thank Priscilla Sauer for all 

the hard work she puts into making lesson 

plans and traveling to coach us every week. 

We would also like to Thank the communi-

ty for helping us raise funds to have jackets 

and attend these competitions.                                       

4H Club updates
Star Equestrian Hippology 4-H Club

Assessor, commissioner resign from their positions 

Council will consider commissioner role at next meeting

BY KELLI AMELING
Associate PublisherThe city of Beulah accepted two res-

ignations this week for the city assessor 

and fellow councilmember.
During the April 1 city of Beulah 

Council meeting, councilmembers ac-

cepted the resignation of Assessor 

Heidi Hamelton and Commissioner 

Amanda Mohl.While Mohl’s resignation is effective 

immediately, Hamelton will stay in her 

role until May 24.Amanda MohlIn an email to councilmembers dated 

March 3, Mohl submitted her resigna-

tion from the council.

“I am writing to inform you of my 

resignation from my position on the 

City Council,” Mohl said. “As some of 

you may be aware, I am currently ex-

periencing some family situations that 

require my full attention and care. After 

much consideration and contempla-

tion, I have decided to step down from 

my role to focus on my family and their 

needs.”In the letter, Mohl expressed her 

gratitude working with councilmem-

bers and said it was an “honor” to serve 

the city of Beulah and its residents.

“I have learned so much from my 

time on the Council and I will always 

cherish the memories and experiences I 

have gained,” she said. “I have full con-

Resign                       cont. on pg 17
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From the Publishers DeskBy Kelsey Majeske

The Beacon welcomes letters from its readers. 

Letters must include the writer’s full legal 

name, city and state of current residence and 

phone number for verification. Anonymous and 

unsigned letters will not be printed. Letters must 

be 300 words or less. No more than one letter 

per month will be accepted by one individual, 

with an exception made for writers offering a 

one-letter rebuttal to a letter written about them. 

We will not print letters we judge libelous, 

inaccurate or of an advertising nature. We 

reserve the right to edit letters. 

During election season, any political letter to 

the editor, whether openly endorsing a candidate 

or speaking to any stance on political issues, will 

be subject to a $25 charge. It will be published 

as sponsored content, paid for by the letter 

writer. These letters must still follow all other 

restrictions, including word count. 

Letters must be typed and should be emailed 

to kelli@centralnordak.com or mailed to The 

Beacon, Letters to the Editor, 324 2nd Ave. NE, 

Beulah, ND 58523.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR POLICY

dakota datebook

I started this column yesterday morning 

and was so proud of myself, and yet here I 

sit, at 4:41 p.m., still on the first paragraph. 

Whereas normall these procrastinations 

are of my own making, this one is to touch 

on something local to you all in Beulah, so 

instead of me droning on about my middle 

schoolers track meet drama and how being a 

"sports mom" was not something I ever had 

even considered, today I am going to jump 

out of my comfort zone and into a topic that 

will likely make me unpopular in some circles.

 I've mentioned in previous columns my 

love for small communities; however, while 

that is a large generalization this love does 

not extend to all ways of life in a small town. 

The number one thing that makes me 

a little crazy and often sad about small 

towns is the politics. It's not any one city 

or county but just the notion that in small 

towns, we are governed by people that are 

often close friends and neighbors of its 

constituents and this tends to blur the lines 

when it comes to leadership.  No one wants 

to take a hardline when there is personal or 

business relationships on the line.  It's hard 

to make decisions for people when you 

know that they will not be popular.  I feel 

for small community leaders because every 

decision they make is going to have as many 

negative comments as it does positive ones, 

and it often doesn't just get to stay in the 

commission chambers.  These comments and 

feelings follow them to work, home, the bar 

everywhere they go people know them and 

want to be heard.  
That being said, I am going to step on a 

soap box here because I read something 

today in coverage of last nights meeting that 

I found incredibly upsetting.  In our coverage 

of the city council and their decision to end 

public comments, the quote used said they 

were doing this to allow time to "focus on real 

issues Beulah is facing and what needs to be 

done," but when you are serving a community 

the "real issues" do come from your public, 

your community. Maybe you won't like the 

comments said all the time the same way they 

don't like what the governing body says, but 

that doesn't make their voices, their opinions 

any less "real.”  Taking away their right to be 

heard in a public forum is taking away a voice. 

I am aware there is plenty going on in Beulah 

that the council should be focusing on, but I 

also know that less time would be wasted with 

more transparency and real answers to the 

public’s concerns. 
Community leaders that refuse to hear 

the opinions of their constituents in an open 

forum and that don't focus on transparency 

of their dealings come off as suspicious in 

nature regardless of their good intentions.  

Ultimately, it comes down to, if you don't 

want people suspicious of what you do, don't 

do things that make you look guilty. 

 I'll be the first to say we have definitely 

gone our "rounds" with the Beulah City 

Council, my hope for them continues to be 

that we find a new normal complete with 

answers to questions and transparency even 

in difficult situations.  I know their individual 

intentions are good, that they want to be 

productive but you can't be productive in a 

community that doesn't trust your decisions.

 I do hope they quickly remedy this 

situation and set guidelines for public 

comments to resume, with everything going 

on, the priority should remain the citizens of 

Beulah.  

Unanswered Questions

Murder and Lynching at Mondak

April 4, 2024 — Mondak was a boomtown that spanned the Montana-Dakota border until it burned down in 

1928. It was a more high-spirited town than many in the early days, because North Dakota had prohibition, and 

Montana didn’t. For example, a notorious hotspot called Jakey’s saloon let you enter from the ND side, and you 

could then cross the room and buy liquor on the other side, which was technically in Montana.

On this date in 1913, the town unfortunately gained some attention it didn’t want when it became the site of 

two murders and a lynching in the same day.

The Williston Herald said it best when it reported, “Many conflicting accounts of the affair are in circulation, 

and the exact circumstances are hard to learn. The story, as sent out from Mondak, seems to be accurate in the 

main. According to this, Sheriff Thomas Courtney of Sheridan County (MT) was instantly killed Friday afternoon 

at the camp of the Union Bridge and Construction Company... Deputy Richard Burmeister was shot five times 

and died in a hospital at Williston late Friday night, and their assailant, J. C. Collins, a...negro, was forcibly taken 

from the jail there and lynched.”

The article went on to explain Sheriff Courtney and Deputy Burmeister had held office just four days when the 

shooting happened, but the reason they were trying to arrest Collins is pretty fuzzy.

The Williston Herald says, “Collins, who was about thirty-four years old, came here two months ago to enter 

the employ of the construction company, which is erecting a bridge over the Missouri River for the Great 

Northern railroad. (He) was staying with another colored man, who recently sold his shack to a third negro 

named Patterson. When Patterson arrived at the camp Friday to claim his property, Collins struck Patterson’s 

wife with his fists. Patterson returned to Mondak and swore out a warrant for Collins.”

The Bowbells Tribune told a quite different story, saying, “(The officials were) shot down while trying to 

arrest (Collins) on a charge of murder... The officials received word that Collins, who had been hanging around 

Mondak since last fall, was wanted in Iowa on a charge of (two murders). They found him in a farm house about 

a mile from the village. When the officers sought to place him under arrest, the negro whipped out a revolver 

and opened fire.” The Bismarck Tribune later reported, “After the double shooting, Collins took the weapons of both men and 

sought hiding in the brush. A posse of Mondak citizens armed themselves and started in pursuit. Surrounded, 

(Collins) was driven to give himself up. When brought to Mondak, lynching was threatened, but cooler heads 

succeeded in getting him lodged in jail. A short time after, a mob of angry men...broke into the jail and obtained 

possession of the prisoner. Taking him to a telephone pole they hanged him and then set fire to his clothing.”

Sensationalism aside, it’s difficult to draw conclusions from the Collins’ lynching. Illegal hangings like this 

were fairly common in the early days. Usher Burdick wrote of some 40 lynchings that took place in the Williston 

area around the turn of the century.

 One particularly vicious group called The Stranglers has been credited with gunning down or hanging as 

many as 32 victims in the ranch lands of what is now North Dakota. Others disagree with these figures.

Many will wonder, “Was the lynching of Collins racially motivated?” Based on the conflicting newspaper 

accounts, and the fact that Collins never had his day in court, it’s pretty much impossible to say.

 
Dakota Datebook written by Merry Helm
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Beauchamp selected to Class

A All-State Second Team

Reached 1,000-point milestone

during 2023-24 season

BY MARK WEBER

Sports Editor

Trace Beauchamp of Beulah 

was selected to the 2023-24 

Class A Boys’ Basketball All-

State Second Team. Trace is the 

son of Nate and Kayleen Beau-

champ of Beulah.

Beauchamp, who was also 

selected to the Class A Region 

4 Boys’ Basketball team, netted 

a career-high 551 points, aver-

aging 21.2 points per outing, 

along with 200 rebounds (7.7 

rpg.), 76 assists (2.9 apg.), 73 

steals (2.8 spg.) and 62 three-

pointers this season for the 

Miners. Wick shot 43% (193 of 

450) from the field overall, in-

cluding 49% (131 of 265) from 

two-point range, and he shot 

78% (103 of 132) from the free 

throw line.
Beauchamp, a senior, went 

over the 1,000-point plateau 

for his career during a 77-63 

win over Killdeer, Feb. 12, and 

he finished his career with 

1,157 points, including 975 

(18.4 ppg.) over the past two 

seasons. Beauchamp also tal-

lied 477 rebounds, 215 assists, 

144 steals and 120 three-

pointers for his career. 

Selected to the Class A All-

State First Team were seniors 

Deng Deng (27.2 ppg., 8 rpg., 

3 spg., 2.3 apg.) of Four Winds/

Minnewauken, Tyson Wick 

(27.5 ppg., 7.2 rpg., 4.5 apg., 

2.4 spg., 77 three-pointers) of 

Hazen, Carson Haerer (28.3 

ppg., 7 rpg., 3 apg., 3 spg.) of 

Bottineau, Cole Holzer (20.6 

ppg., 11.2 rpg., 2.8 apg.) of 

Central Cass, and Wylee De-

lorme (17.9 ppg., 5.1 rpg., 2.8 

apg., 2 spg.) of Devils Lake; 

and freshman Brooks Bakko 

(13 ppg., 6.2 rpg., 4 apg.) of 

Kindred. 
Remaining members of the 

Class A All-State Boys’ Basket-

ball Second Team were seniors 

Braylon Baldwin (20.5 ppg., 4.1 

rpg., 5.3 apg., 2.2 spg.) of Graf-

ton, Atticus Wilkinson (18 ppg., 

8 rpg.) of Shiloh Christian, and 

Braylon Fisher (14.5 ppg., 4.5 

rpg., 2.5 apg., 2.5 spg.) of Des 

Lacs-Burlington; and junior 

Presley Peraza (13.8 ppg., 5.4 

rpg., 3 apg.) of Kindred.

Deng of Four Winds/Min-

newauken was selected as the 

2023-24 Class A Boys’ Basket-

ball Outstanding Senior Ath-

lete, while Brad Woehl of Kin-

dred was selected as the 2023-

24 Class A Boys’Basketball ach 

of the Year. 

Trace Beuchamp (3) of Beulah was selected to the 2023-24 Class A All-State Boys’ Basketball 2nd Team. Wick, a senior, 

finished his career with 1,157 points. (Cass County Reporter photo by Nate Coen)

Class A All-State 

Girls’ Basketball 

team announced

Team includes two Region 4 players

BY MARK WEBER

Sports Editor

The 2023-24 Class A All-

State Girls’ Basketball team 

was announced last week, 

and it included two players 

(Jessica Mogen of Watford 

City and Annabel Scheeler 

of Dickinson Trinity) from 

Region 4 teams.

Mogen was among five 

players selected to the Class 

A Girls’ Basketball All-State 

First Team, while Scheeler 

was one of five players cho-

sen to the Class A All-State 

Second Team.

Mogen, who was selected 

as the 2023-24 Region 4 

and State Class A Outstand-

ing Senior Athlete, averaged 

19.9 points, 8.7 rebounds, 

5 steals, 4 assists and 2.5 

blocked shots  per game 

this season while leading 

the Lady Wolves to a run-

ner-up finish in the Region 

4 Tournament, and a berth 

in the State Class A Tourna-

ment. She shot 49% from 

the field, and 71% from the 

free throw line. 

Scheeler, a sophomore, 

averaged 16.4 points, 4 re-

bounds, 1.7 steals and 1.6 

assists per game this season 

for Trinity. She shot a siz-

zling, 82.5% from the free 

throw line this season.

Other players on the 

Class A All-State First Team 

include senior Kylie Simp-

son (15.1 ppg., 5.1 rpg., 3.3 

spg., 3.3 apg.) of Bottineau, 

juniors Haidyn Crockett (26 

ppg., 8.2 rpg., 6 apg., 2 spg.) 

of Northern Cass, and Scout 

Woods (21 ppg., 8 rpg.) of 

Wahpeton; and  sophomore 

Addison Sage (19.6 ppg., 

3.2 apg., 2.7 rpg., 2 spg.) of 

Thompson. 

Remaining members 

of the Class A All-State 

Girls’ Basketball Second 

Team were senior Sydney 

Schwabe (11.7 ppg., 4 rpg., 

4 apg., 3.1 spg.) and sopho-

more Kya Hurst (13.4 ppg., 6 

rpg., 3.3 spg., 3 apg.), both 

of Thompson; senior Tesa 

Olson (12.5 ppg., 4.5 rpg., 

3 apg.) of Valley City, and 

junior Kyra Beckman (17.7 

ppg., 9.4 rpg., 3.2 apg., 2.5 

spg.) of Bottineau.

Jason Brend of Thompson 

was selected as the 2023-

24 Class A Girls’Basketball 

Coach of the Year.
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SUBMITTED PHOTO | MERCER COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE

Emilee Bauer spent a month working on a beautiful diamond art painting of Deputy Paul Martin, 

who was killed in December. She presented the piece to the Mercer County Sheriff’s Office in honor of 

Deputy Martin. From left to right: Mindy Martin (Paul Martin’s widow), Emilee Bauer and Sheriff Terry 

Ternes.

BY DANIEL ARENS, HAZEN STAR EDITOR 

RYAN SCHLEHUBER, BEULAH BEACON 

EDITOR

Even while the family, friends and 

colleagues of Deputy Paul Martin con-

tinue to process his tragic loss last 

December, that tragedy continues to 

provide opportunities for residents and 

communities to show their respect, 

gratitude and love in return.

A striking example of this came on 

Friday, when a unique diamond art 

painting of Deputy Martin was pre-

sented to Sheriff Terry Ternes and the 

Mercer County Sheriff’s Office.

Emilee Bauer, 27, a special education 

para-professional at Beulah Elementary 

School, said she was inspired to create 

the artwork of Paul Martin as she, too, 

lost someone close to her, her father, 

DeLane, five years ago, and wanted to 

help Martin’s family with closure.

“I did this on my own free-will,” Bauer 

said. “I just wanted to give a tribute to 

the family because I know what it’s lik
e 

to try to get closure after losing a loved 

one.”
The artwork is made up of small, col-

orful rhinestones and the Paul Martin 

project took Bauer a month to finish.

“Since this whole incident happened, 

people have reached out to us,” Colo-

nel Mark Schmitt, Chief Deputy with 

the Mercer County Sheriff’s Office, said. 

“This is another way we have been 

shown support from the community.”

Schmitt said Mindy Martin, Paul Mar-

tin’s widow, contacted the department 

to let them know Bauer had done the 

project and was going to provide it to 

the department.

“I can’t even imagine how many 

hours went into that,” Schmitt said of 

his reaction on seeing the diamond art 

for the first tim
e.

“Emilee has an absolutely amazing 

talent,” Mindy said. “I was not expect-

ing such an amazing piece of art. This 

piece of art is an absolute treasure that 

is being shared with Mercer County 

and all who visit fro
m this point for-

ward. 
“To me, it shows the man that Paul 

was and that even if people in our 

community didn’t know Paul personal-

ly, he was highly respected and deeply 

loved,” she continued.

“First it w
as overwhelming,” Bauer 

said, knowing the tragic loss of Martin, 

who served the Mercer County Sheriff’s 

Department for 15 years. “But I’m glad I 

A shining tribute  

Local artist honors Deputy Martin’s life

TRIBUTE 
cont. on pg 3
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Tim Aichele will fill the va-

cant Ward 1 seat on Beulah 

City Council.

At a regu-

lar meeting 

Monday, 

Oct.21, with 

the backing 

of coun-

cil, Beulah 

Mayor Sean 

Cheatley 

appointed 

Aichele to 

fill the vacancy left by Dave 

Czywczynski, who stepped 

down last month owing 

to the fact he and his wife 

moved to Minnesota to be 

closer to family.

Aichele is a resident of 

Ward 1 and has been with 

his wife, Carol, since 1994, 

when the couple moved to 

town. He is currently a biolo-

gy/science teacher at Beulah 

High School, a position he’s 

held since 2016. Before that 

he was involved in insurance 

sales.
Before being appointed, 

Aichele spoke to council, 

stating he became interested 

in the position since no one 

else was stepping up.

“I call Beulah my home-

town even though I’m not 

originally from here. It feels 

like my hometown,” Aichele 

said. “I have no great agen-

da and I understand there’s 

always going to be tension 

between taxes and services.”

Aichele will serve out Czy-

wczynski’s term, which ends 

in 2026.
Aichele has been active 

within the community, cur-

rently a member of the city’s 

tree board and has been in-

volved in his church, serving 

AICHELE 

APPOINTED 

TO COUNCIL

Beulah High School 

teacher Tim Aichele 

fills Czywczynski’s city 

council seat

AICHELE            
 cont. on pg 10
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With no current lease 

and facing a building in 

Riverdale that reportedly 

needs as much as $1 mil-

lion in renovation, the 

headquarters for McLean-

Mercer Regional Library 

may be on the move. 

One possible new loca-

tion could be Beulah.

Beulah City Council, at its 

regular meeting Monday, 

Oct. 21, discussed the situ-

ation the regional library is 

facing in Riverdale, which 

needs about $1 million to 

renovate the building it is 

currently in and the city is 

seemingly not interested 

in renewing the already 

expired lease, a report 

sent in to council by Jesse 

Mann, director of Beulah 

Public Library. Mann has 

openly expressed interest 

in taking over the regional 

library and make Beulah its 

new headquarters.

Ward 1 Councilman 

Cameron Brown, speak-

ing on behalf of Mann, 

who did not attend the 

meeting, said the idea of 

Could McLean-

Mercer Regional 

Library move to 

Beulah?

Council, Public Library  

contemplate on  

acquiring organization 

with concerning  

situation in Riverdale

LIBRARY            
cont. on pg 5

tim aichele

www.centralnordak.com 
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BY SHARON OLANDER

Next week is Thanksgiving, and many people will be 

traveling to be with family for this special holiday. If you 

are cooking for the holiday or if you are making something 

to take to the gathering, I found a couple recipes you can 

make.
The first recipe is for a sweet and salty snack mix that is 

perfect for gift giving or holiday snacking. This one is called 

Thanksgiving Blessing Mix.

The second recipe is for a moist, favorable cake that 

is perfect for impressing company at your family’s 

Thanksgiving feast. This one is called Grandma’s Cranberry 

Orange Cake. The baker of this recipe comments “This 

recipe has been in my family for ages, and I make it every 

year to wide acclaim.”

Thanksgiving Blessing Mix

2 cups bugles

2 cups mini pretzels

1 cup salted peanuts or cashews or sunflower seeds

1 cup M&M’s

1 cup candy corn

1 cup craisins or raisins

In a large bowl combine the bugles, pretzels, peanuts, 

M&M’s, candy corn and craisins.

Store in a covered container for up to one month.

NOTES: For caramel coating, try adding this caramel 

coating on top.

Combine bugles, pretzels, Chex and peanuts in a bowl.

Melt one-half cup butter and one-half cup brown sugar in 

a microwave safe bowl. Stir in one tablespoon vanilla. Pour 

over the Chex mix.

Place on a baking sheet and bake at 275 degrees F for 

15-20 minutes. Once slightly cooled, mix in candy corn, 

M&M’s and craisins.

Grandma’s Cranberry Orange Cake

2 1 / 4 cups all-purpose flour

1 teaspoon baking soda

1 teaspoon baking powder

1 / 4 teaspoon salt

1 cup white sugar

1 / 3 cup orange juice

2 eggs
1 cup buttermilk

2 tablespoons cranberry-flavored liqueur

3 / 4 cup vegetable oil

1 cup chopped dates

1 cup fresh cranberries

2 tablespoons grated orange zest

1 cup orange juice

3 / 4 cup white sugar

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). 

Grease and flour a 10-inch tube pan. Sift together the flour, 

baking soda, baking powder and salt; set aside.

In a large bowl, mix together one cup white sugar, one-

third cup of orange juice, eggs, buttermilk, cranberry 

liqueur, and vegetable oil using an electric mixer. Add the 

dry ingredients and mix just until well moistened. Fold in 

the chopped dates, cranberries and orange zest. Pour the 

batter into the prepared pan and spread evenly.

Bake for one hour in the preheated oven, or until a knife 

inserted into the crown of the cake comes out clean. Let 

the cake cool in the pan set over a wire rack for 15 to 20 

minutes.
Remove the cake from the pan and place on a serving 

plate. In a small saucepan, stir to
gether one cup of orange

juice and three-fourths cup of white sugar. Bring to a boil, 

stirring until the sugar has dissolved. Use a turkey baster 

or large spoon to drizzle the sauce over the cake. Poke the 

cake with a fork or skewer to help it absorb all of the sauce, 

or until the cake is thoroughly moistened.

I’m grateful for a lot of 

things, and a lot of those 

things are library-adjacent. 

Some of you may have 

seen and heard of our 

efforts to acquire a new 

building for the library. 

And it is true that we’re 

outgrowing our current 

space rapidly. Given a 

new building, we’d have 

the chance to expand not 

only our book collection, 

but also the variety of 

other items we offer, as 

well as the services we can 

provide the community. 

But with that said, we 

have SO much to be 

grateful for this year. 

The first of our projects 

this year began the week 

of Jan. 8 when we were 

closed for a multi-day 

renovation project that 

had been months in the 

making. Between Monday 

and Wednesday, that week 

we moved old shelves 

out and new shelves in, 

shuffled books around, 

had missing portions 

of the carpet filled in, 

and yes, moved even 

more books. The result 

was an updated, more 

comfortable and more 

open library space that 

had been sorely needed 

for a while. 

In the spring, we 

launched our free 

community seed library, 

where anyone is welcome 

to “check out” a packet 

of seeds and plant them 

in their own garden, with 

the hope that they’ll save 

some of the seeds from 

their harvest and bring 

them back to the library 

to share with even more 

people. 
The week of May 20, 

the library was closed for 

several days once again 

while we had beautiful 

new carpet installed, just a 

few short days before the 

Summer Reading Program 

registration began. 

Over June and July, the 

library held, by my count, 

18 events, which is about 

seven more than we held 

in summer 2023. 

And finally, just a few 

weeks ago, we were able 

to have posts installed 

for our new “Story Trail” 

in Riverside Park, where 

community members can 

read a children’s story as 

they walk a loop around 

the park. Our first book 

is up on the stands and 

available for anyone to 

enjoy. 
Now, with the possibility 

of merging with the 

McLean-Mercer Regional 

Library under discussion, 

and the library director’s 

continued efforts to find 

a suitable, new building 

for our library, I’m looking 

forward to the future. 

But I’m also so 

incredibly grateful for 

all the ways we’ve been 

able to grow this year, for 

all the goals we’ve met, 

events we’ve offered, 

people we’ve helped. 

I’ve only worked at the 

library for a very short 

time in its 93-year history, 

but I think I can still safely 

say that this has been one 

of our best years yet. 

Thank you, thank 

you, thank you all for 

supporting your local 

library. It makes a 

difference. It makes these 

milestones and upgrades 

possible. 

I am so grateful to you. 

Katelyn Dunkley is a 

former Beulah Beacon 

reporter and is an 

executive assistant at 

Beulah Public Library.

BY DANIEL ARENS

HAZEN STAR

It is not a topic that people like to talk 

about a lot, certainly not openly.

Next month, however, a special training 

will provide a place where people can talk 

about the realities of depression and suicide, 

while equipping those who attend with tools 

to help recognize suicidal warning signs and 

intervention skills.

Craig Askim with Mercer County Extension 

will be the instructor for the QPR Gatekeeper 

Training event on Wednesday, Dec. 11 at 

Hazen City Hall. The training will be from 1 to 

3 p.m. Central Standard Time.

“This is a new program I am taking part in,” 

Askim said. “I just got certified with this.”

Askim said the training addresses mental 

health issues, adding it is not limited to 

agriculture but extends to any kind of 

occupation.

“It is fo
r anyone to recognize if there is any 

possibility of suicide or maybe mental health 

concerns,” he said. “The goal is to identify the 

signs of that to be able to help others.”

Askim said there is a lot of stigma people 

suffering from depression and suicidal 

thoughts but added that it is a
n illness, and 

he hopes people are able to speak about it 

openly.
“Hopefully, this can empower people and 

give them the skills to help,” he said. “Maybe 

even to save a life.”

QPR Institute’s mission is to save lives 

and reduce suicidal behaviors by providing 

innovative, practical and proven suicide 

prevention training. QPR gatekeepers are 

people in a position to recognize a crisis and 

the warning signs that someone may be 

contemplating suicide. The training allows 

attendees to become gatekeepers.

“It’s a dark subject and we are trying 

to shed a light on it and bridge the gap,” 

Askim said. “You aren’t going to become a 

certified counsellor or anything. You will get 

a certificate for going to the training, and 

you will be a gatekeeper, but you won’t be 

carrying a license.”

Askim said the training is limited to about 

20 people, who can contact him at 701-873-

5195. He said you can learn more about the 

QPR Gatekeeper program by visiting the QPR 

Institute website, as well.

“We want to get really in-depth and talk 

about touchy and emotional issues in a safe 

environment with limited people,” he said. 

“It is a safe place for people to come and 

express themselves.”

Askim said that, having just become 

certified himself with QPR, this is a new event 

for the county.

“We’re just going to give it a shot and see 

how it goes,” he added.

According to a brochure about Gatekeeper 

Training, certified QPR gatekeepers will learn 

to recognize the warning signs of suicide, 

increase awareness of stigma and understand 

suicide as a public health issue, know how 

to offer hope, know how to access local and 

national referral resources and know how to 

get help and save a life.

New training helps to recognize warning 

signs with suicide

Thanks for readingFROM THE LIBRARY

By Katelyn Dunkley 
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For the Beulah High School varsity vol-leyball team, it was almost inevitable that the 2024 season would be a rebuilding year, which it was. But the work put in and the bonds made have laid the foundation for its first-year head coach, hopefully for years to come.

The Miners, who lost eight players (two of them All-State) to graduation last year, had no returning starters. New Miners Head Coach Jenna Voegele, who took over for Bri-an Filibeck after he stepped down at the end of last season, had a daunting task of shap-ing her six returning players into starters and filling the rest of the roster with sophomores and freshmen. 
The Miners finished 5-17 overall and 5-7 in their region.
“Having a young team means we had to rebuild and figure out what rotations work best and who fits best at what position,” Voegele said. “We started off inconsistent and played around with rotations until we found what worked best and that was around mid-October. We looked our best and the team seemed to build from there with skills and confidence.”

Though winning this year was not as big of a priority as building for the next few years, Voegele said her team fell short of its goal to finish top four in the region. What she learned as a coach this past season, was valu-able knowledge going forward.“I learned a lot about what it takes to rebuild a team,” she said. “There were ups and downs, but I learned to keep grinding through it all and trust myself and my team that we will be successful.”It was a lesson she hopes has resonated with her players, too. One such player was team setter Eden Barbot, one of six seniors who helped Voegele develop the young team.
“One of our struggles was having to playwith a whole new group of girls on the court,”Barbot said. “We took the risk of pulling upunderclassmen onto the varsity, which wasincredibly fun but sometimes difficult to ad-just.”

One of the team’s strengths, however, ac-cording to Barbot, was the grit each playershowed and not giving up, despite the lack ofexperience and winning games.“I believe that more playing time with aconsistent rotation will allow the girls to learnfrom each other to be more successful,” Bar-bot said.
Barbot’s statement rang true to whatVoegele had been teaching her players allseason.
“Before the season started, I said to trustthe process,” Voegele said. “I think this holdstrue into next year and beyond. My team’shard work and willingness to learn paid offas we became more competitive as the sea-son progressed. Both coaches and athletescontinued to learn all season and I feel wherewe ended is a positive start to our continuedgrowth next year.”With two juniors expecting to return asseniors next year – Addison Dale-Geiger andKhoen McKay – Voegele will have at least twoupperclassmen that will have the seasonedexperience of leading a team and learningher system. She praised this year’s squad ofseniors as they stepped up and filled what-ever roles she needed covered.“I’m proud of our seniors and their versatil-ity,” she said. “As a coaching staff, we expectall players to play wherever they are needed.

‘TRUST THE PROCESS’Beulah’s first-year head coach layingfoundation for young team, program

SUBMITTED PHOTOS | JENNA VOEGELEThe 2024 Beulah varsity volleyball team faced much adversity this season, with very little returning players, a new head coach and many underclassmen filling in crucial roles. However, the team bonded well and created a good foundation for the next season. “When I was an underclassman, I looked up to the seniors so much,” said senior setter Eden Barbot. “It has been an honor to be able to spend my senior season with such a special group of girls.” 

This year’s Miners varsity volleyball team consisted of six seniors, two juniors and many sophomores and freshmen, who first-year Head Coach Jenna Voegele said will play a key part in next season’s run. “I feel our younger classman made big improvements throughout the season,” she said. “A lot of our roster had little to no experience playing at this level. They had to learn very quickly to adapt to the pace of the 
game.”

This group did just that. They also came inwith a hard work ethic, positive attitude andwere helpful towards our younger athletes. Iam grateful to have had the opportunity tocoach them and will miss them all.”Barbot’s favorite part of the season wasbonding with her teammates, her fellowclassmates that she calls “sisters,” and heryounger teammates, having the opportunityto be a mentor to them.“When I was an underclassman, I looked upto the seniors so much,” Barbot said. “It hasbeen an honor to be able to spend my seniorseason with such a special group of girls. Asfor my senior teammates, they are like thesisters I never had. I couldn’t have stuck withit without them.”With several players expected to returnwith a year of experience under her tutelage,Voegele is planning next year’s goals already.She said one goal is to improve the team’sseeding, once again holding out expectationsto finish in the top four in the region.“We will have to work hard, but I would liketo see us in the top four,” she said. “We needto continue refining our offense and defenseto prepare for returning and new teams wewill play in our new region as we will be ad-justing to the new three-class system.”

COMPILED BY RYAN SCHLEHUBER
The city of Beulah Police Department received a total of 286 calls for service during the month of October The data, according to de-partment, represents calls of service with at least one veri-fied offense. It is an analysis of offenses reported to po-lice, and not a representation of actual crime. The most verified offense/calls were for 9-1-1 calls with 28, followed by speeding, with 20, and citizen assist with 16. 

The other offenses/calls are as followed:
12: Fingerprinting12: Seat belt violation12: Speeding (warning only)11: Suspicious person/vehicle/activity11: Equipment – headlight/ tail light out (warning only)10: Information10: School safety check9: Welfare check8: Medical assist7: K-9 narcotics7: Expired registration6: Follow-up6: Disregard stop sign (warning only)6: Care required (warning only)5: Juvenile

5: Paper service5: Unlock car door5: Assist other agency5: Failure to display current reg-istration or tabs (warning only)5: Disregard stop sign5: Use of electronic communica-tion device while driving4: Ambulance request4: Lost property4: Civil standby4: Drove without liability insur-ance
4: Verbal warning3: Gas drive-off3: Destruction/ damage/ van-dalism of property/ criminalmischief3: Drug/narcotic violations3: Dog at large (warning or re-turn of animal)

3: Fire call3: Release of property3: Escort – money, funeral3: Escort – person, vehicle3: Parking complaint3: Obstructed plates3: Drove without license/ licenseexpired3: Driving without headlightswhen required2: Person removal2: Harassing phone call/ letter/electronic communication2: Shoplifting2: False fire alarm2: Domestic dispute(non-physical contact)2: Health and safety

2: Found property2: Lost animal
2: Proper

2: Traffic hazard2: Driving with suspendedlicense
2: Person removed2: Traffic violation2: License plates not displayed2: Failure to use turn signal2: Prohibited parking (warningonly)2: Failure to display currentregistration2: Modification of motor vehicle(warning)2: 48-hour parking notice1: Simple harassment1: Harassment1: Extortion/ blackmail1: Theft from building1: All other larceny-theft1: Construction fraud – deception1: Identity theft1: Drug equipment violations1: Animal abandonment1: Dumping garbage (warningonly)1: Unlawful to accumulate junk,junk vehicles, trash and rubbish(warning)1: Transport of prisoner1: Alarm Calls1: Animal call, other (warning orreturning of animal)1: Cattle/livestock at large (warn-ing or returning animal only)1: Door found open1: Mental health1: Suicidal subject (used for ver-bal signs)1: Recovered for other jurisdiction

1: Bar check
1: Direct traffic1: Impound – vehicle 1: Motorist assist1: Local warrant1: Drunkenness (detox)1: Criminal trespass1: MIP: tobacco1: Nuisance scam calls/ emails1: Dog at large (arrest only)1: Unlicensed dog (arrest only)1: Unlawful to store oraccumulate junk1: Registration of sex1: City ordinance1: Security check1: Civil paper

1: Civil dispute1: Failure to yield1: Failure to register motor vehicle1: Speeding in school zone1: Care required1: No headlights or rear lights1: Passing where prohibited1: No driver’s license in posses-sion1: Violation of driver’s licenserestrictions
1: Extra patrol1: 24-7 sobriety programenrollment1: Failure to yield right of way(warning only)1: Failure to register motorvehicle (warning only)1: Tinted windows1: Right of way for emergencyvehicles1: Child restraint system

Beulah Police Department calls for service report for October

Don’t Forget About the 40% Tax Credit!When you give $5,000 or more to a qualified ND endowment fund, you receive a 40% CREDIT on your state income tax!  Contact NDCF for more info. www.NDCF.net | 701-222-8349
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BY ELIPLACKE4-H CLUBREPORTER
Officer elections 

were held at the Lucky 
Valley 4-H Meeting on 
Oct 20th at the Beulah 
Civic Center.  These of-
ficers will serve for the 
2024-2025 period.  Kaylee 
Tognarelli will continue to 
be our President.  Dylan 
Blackhurst will be our 
Vice-President.  Secretary 
is Aspen Helm.  Daniel 
Blackhurst is our Treasur-
er.  Reporter is Eli Placke 
and Historian is Waylon 
Ruffo.  The Tognarellis 
hosted this month and 
they demonstrated cake/

cookie decoration by 
making fruit pizza us-
ing sugar cookies, frost-
ing, fruit, and cereal.  We 
ended our meeting with 
clean-up and dodgeball.  
We look forward to an-
other fun year.  The Lucky Valley 4-H 

Club meeting was held 
on Sunday, Nov 17th at 
the Beulah Civic Center.  
Demonstrations were 
given by Reagan, Leah, 
and Westley Beckler on 
how to make clay, how 
to make a bath soak, and 
how to make a Jack-O-
Lantern.  Snacks were also 
served by the Becklers 
and we played Boys vs. 
Girls dodgeball.  It was a 
fun meeting.

LUCKY VALLEY 4-H CLUB REPORT

The current plan states that it is up

to the property owners to clear snow

from their driveways and mailboxes and,

according to Ordinance No. 371, persons

or entities shall be restricted from

throwing or blowing snow in any manner

onto the street or alley within city limits.

With private property snow removal

within city limits, snow cannot be hauled,

moved or dumped on any city-owned

property unless prior permission was

granted by the city.
City attorney Scott Solem explained

an ordinance for Main Street was put

in place after a resident complained a

business owner blew snow onto her car

with a snowblower, which led to business

owners having to push or shovel snow

in front of their businesses to the street.

Now, with wider sidewalks, Solem and

council agreed the ordinance needs to

be amended to include “some common

sense” to allow business owners to

perhaps use snowblowers and other

equipment when there is heavy snowfall.

Council discussed whether amendments

should point out a specific amount

of snow that would require the 22

businesses along Main Street to remove

within 24 hours, however, Solem pointed

out even a dusting of snow could result

in slippery conditions.
He then suggested sending out letters

to these businesses when snow should

be removed, however, Police Chief Frank

Senn said that would produce slow

results.“Put a sticker on it, with the business

name, date or time, have law enforcement

deliver it, attach it to door or window,”

Senn suggested. “If you talk about letters,

it’s cumbersome and it slows it down to

a crawl, literally. What could take five

minutes to walk up and tell a business,

now we’re waiting a couple days for them

to get a letter mailed to them.”

Senn suggested to change the wording

in the amendment to say the city will

send out a notice instead of a letter.

Council also discussed one letter could

be sent to the businesses before the

winter season, providing them with the

regulations and informing them that

businesses not keeping up with cleaning

its sidewalk areas will be given a letter

warning them police will enforce any

violations that could result in a fine or

citation.Another item that council felt

should be addressed in the ordinance 

amendment are bonds for all hired 

contractors to remove snow for a 

business. City Economic Development 

Director Beaver Brinkman said there are 

a variety of bonds, however, currently 

only contractors dealing with sewage and 

water on public property have to have a 

licensed bond. Solem pointed out to keep in mind, 

with the bond issue as well as other ideas 

for amendments to the ordinance that 

there is also the issue of enforcing them.

“It’s not as simple as just writing an

ordinance,” he said. “Enforcement can be

a challenge, as well. We need to figure

out how to do that practically, as well.”

Council agreed to table the discussion.

Solem said, in the meantime, each

councilman can bring suggestions to him

so he can write up a draft of amendments

for council to review.
The current plan points out the

following:Emergency routes are as follows:

* 7th St. from County Road 21 to ND

Highway 49* Central Ave. N from Railroad Street to

22nd St. N.* Lift Station No. 3 on 2nd Ave. SE to

Beacon Lane on County Road 21

* 16th St. from County Road 21 to

Highway 49* Railroad Street from Central Ave. to

Highway 49* County Road 21 at Beacon Lane to

Ambulance Bay on Parkway Drive

Priority routes are as follows:

* Lorraines Addition – 1st St. from

Highway 49 to Renee Drive to 2nd St. to

Highway 49* Front Street from 2nd Ave. SE to

Highway 49* Chaffee Row from East County Road to

2nd Ave. SE* Beacon Lane* County Road 21 to 16th St. NE

* 19th St. from 6th Ave. NE to Highway 49

* 22nd St. from 6th Ave. NE to Highway

49
* 6th Ave. NE from 16th St. NE to 22nd St.

NE
* 12th St. from Central Avenue to

Highway 49* Parkway Drive from Ambulance Bay to

10th St. NE* Cypress Drive from Beacon Lane to 10th

St. NE* 10th St. NE from County Road 21 to

Beacon Lane* 7th St. from 12th Ave. NE to County

Road 21* Central Ave. S. from Water Plant to

Front Street* 2nd St. NW from Central Ave. to

Highway 49According to the city plan, snow

removal will not start until after the

main snowfall is done or winds have

diminished, unless an emergency arises.

Also, “major collector routes” will be

opened first, followed by all other streets

and avenues as needed, which will allow

for residence and business service.

Once the storm has subsided and all

streets have been cleared, city workers

will then haul snow form the central

business district and other “windrowed

areas.” A sand truck will be dispatched as

conditions warrant and will respond to

calls from the Buelah Police Department

and Public Works foreman.

SNOW REMOVAL

Cont from Page 1
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Brady Torgerson of Black Sands Golf Course of Beulah received a 

$6,000 grant from the Beulah Convention and Visitors Bureau Nov. 25. 

Torgerson said the money will go towards the purchase of two Finn 
Electric golf scooters. 

BLACK SANDS RECEIVES 
CVB GRANT

www.centralnordak.com
Beulah Beacon
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CORNER

BY SHARON OLANDER
I am sharing two Fall recipes, to use some of the vegetables from the gardens and apples from trees that are getting ripe and ready to pick.The first recipe is for apple cinnamon rolls, and the second recipe is for an Autumn harvest bread.The comments from the baker for the apple cinna-mon rolls are “We gave your favorite easy cinnamon roll recipe a whole new fall taste by adding in a couple of fresh apples. Our Apple Cinnamon Rolls make such a treat, especially when alongside a glass of warm apple cider.”

The comments for the harvest bread are “You’ll love this easy Autumn Harvest Bread that has all the hom-ey tastes of the season and rivals anything you can find at a bakery.”

APPLE CINNAMON ROLLS1 / 2 teaspoon ground cinnamon1 / 4 cup sugar1 (8-ounce) can refrigerated crescent rolls2 large apples (Granny Smith or any other firm, tart apple), peeled, cored, and each cut into 8 wedges2 tablespoons butter, melted1 / 4 cup orange juice or waterPreheat oven to 375 degrees F.In a small bowl, mix cinnamon and sugar together; set aside.
Unroll crescent roll dough; separate into 8 triangles. Cut each in half lengthwise to make 16 triangular strips. Place an apple wedge on wide end of each strip; roll up.

Arrange rolls in a 9-x13-inch glass baking dish. Driz-zle with melted butter; sprinkle with cinnamon-sugar mixture. Pour orange juice or water into baking dish, but not over rolls.Bake 30 to 35 minutes, or until rolls are golden brown and apple wedges are tender.
AUTUMN HARVEST BREAD2 cups all-purpose flour1 cup light brown sugar1 teaspoon cinnamon1 teaspoon allspice2 teaspoons baking powder1 / 4 teaspoon salt1 / 3 cup dried cranberries1 / 3 cup chopped walnuts1 (12-ounce) package frozen butternut squash, thawed2 eggs, lightly beaten1 / 2 cup chunky applesauce1 / 3 cup apple juicePreheat oven to 350 degrees F.Coat a 9-x5-inch loaf pan with cooking spray.In a medium bowl, combine flour, brown sugar, cin-namon, allspice, baking powder, salt, cranberries, and walnuts; mix well. In a large bowl, combine squash, eggs, applesauce, and apple juice; mix well. Stir in dry ingredients and mix until thoroughly combined; pour into prepared baking pan.Bake for 1 and one-fourth hour or until toothpick inserted in center comes out dry. Let cool, then slice. 

BY AMY WOBBEMANEW ROCKFORD TRANSCRIPT
The United States Postal Service is a vi-tal partner to newspapers. We pay them to provide a service, that is to deliver our print editions to every address in America. That partnership, however, is facing new challenges.

I was among a select few representing North Dakota newspapers at a roundtable discussion, hosted by U.S. Sen. John Ho-even on Monday. An article about that meeting first appeared in the Grand Forks Herald on Tuesday, and is republished in this edition of both the Transcript and the Independent.
Cecile Wehrman, executive director for the North Dakota Newspaper Association, reached out to me late in the week prior and urged me to attend. She cited the im-portance of the meeting, which we viewed as an opportunity for us to have our voices heard and to advocate for better service on behalf of our readers. I looked forward to a productive discussion, and a chance to introduce myself to people in the Postal Service and open a dialogue about what we can do to improve delivery in our rural places.

It’s no secret that mail delivery to our small communities has gotten less reliable lately, as readers of this newspaper have waited as much as a week to receive their copy in the mail. Readers in other parts of the country have gone weeks without re-ceiving their copy of the Independent, and then receive three or four issues in their mailbox at the same time.We’ve even had entire print runs go missing for days, this happening with both the Independent and Transcript in the past year. For readers of the Independent, it happened just a few weeks ago.Readers, I hear you, and I understand how frustrating it is. I want you to have your newspaper in your hand before the events featured on the front page hap-pen, and as soon as possible after a public meeting is held so you can be informed of the actions taken by your local govern-ment officials.
We greatly appreciate the staff at our lo-cal post offices, for they too bear the brunt of citizen anger, even though delivery of the mail from the processing centers to the post offices is also out of their hands. If they don’t receive a shipment of mail, or if your copy of the newspaper is simply not on the truck, they can’t put it in your mailbox.

We work with them to find solutions, and the postmasters send their concerns up the chain. We are grateful for that. Every-one makes mistakes, and we own ours and make corrections as swiftly as possible.The challenge is that the leadership of the Postal Service believes that they are doing a good job delivering our mail, and they told us that newspapers should not expect delivery the next day when we take our copies to the post office. Next day delivery is considered “early.” That has ap-parently changed in the past two years, be-cause, until recently, next-day delivery was the norm, not the exception.In fact, the “delivery standard” for peri-odicals is now two to nine business days. That means the Postal Service has “done its job” if this edition of the newspaper (dated Sept. 2) arrives in your mailbox on or before Sept. 11. Is that acceptable to you? It certainly isn’t to us, and we’re not 

quite sure why or where the disconnect happened.
I found this press release on the Postal Service’s website, which was published in 2008. I want to share it with readers be-cause it was written by the Postal Service to promote their partnership with newspa-pers when they issued the American Jour-nalists stamp collection that year.“The recently issued American Journal-ists stamps recognize the contributions of journalists to the betterment of American society, exposing and exploring the peo-ple, processes, challenges and accomplish-ments of a country, its people and its role in the world.

“With this sheet of stamps, the U.S. Postal Service honors five distinguished journalists who reported – often at great personal sacrifice – some of the most important stories of the 20th century … Ruben Salazar, Martha Gellhorn, John Hersey, George Polk and Eric Sevareid. These stamps also serve to remind us of the important role a free press has played throughout our nation’s history – a role that flourished through a partnership forged between community newspapers and the Post Office.“When the founding fathers gathered in 1775 to create our national government, one of the first acts of the Continental Con-gress was to establish the Post Office. Why start with the mail? One important reason was to ‘bind the nation together’ by delivering free, uncensored news about our fledgling country and the freedom and democracy on which it was built.“A free press remains one of the corner-stones of our democracy. Individual small town publishers and the delivery of the news and other information by the Postal Service are important reasons why the United States is a beacon of freedom to the world.
“Today, creating and delivering the news is no small endeavor. In 2006, the Postal Service processed and delivered more than 9 billion copies of newspapers and publi-cations ... After more than two centuries, employees of the Postal Service and jour-nalists at community newspapers still help Ameri-cans communicate with each other. Our partnership in binding the nation to-gether has never been more important – delivering news, opinions and information that keeps us informed, and helps to keep us free.”

I hope that the current leadership of the Postal Service rereads and takes this to heart. The Postal Service’s very existence stems from the importance our forefathers placed on freedom of the press, journalists, community newspapers and local news. Let’s renew that spirit of cooperation be-tween the Postal Service and newspapers.As U.S. Senator John Hoeven empha-sized during the discussion and in his follow-up press release, let’s work together to find solutions. We don’t want to be dis-missed and told that the Post Office loses money every time they mail a newspaper, and we certainly don’t want to be told that the problems aren’t as widespread as we’ve described. We want to be heard, we want an op-portunity to report our concerns as soon as delivery issues happen, and we expect a response from the Postal Service. At the very least, we want someone to acknowledge when a mistake is made and then follow through until that issue is re-solved.

Newspaper-postal service partnership on the brink
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A YOUNG ENTREPRENEUR Council approves temporary 

public comment guidelines 

for council meetings

BACK TO BEULAH

BY RYAN SCHLEHUBER

Beulah Beacon Editor

Instead of playing Fornite, 

or binging Disney movies or 

making Tik Tok videos with 

friends, 11-year-old Brinley 

Jordan has been working on 

building up her own business.

Though she aspires to be a 

veterinarian one day, for now, 

Jordan is attempting to build 

up her sugar scrub business, 

called Inside and Out.

Her homemade, fragrant 

skin exfoliation cream comes 

in its own jar, complete with 

her business name on the 

cover. 
Her inspiration to start a 

business has led to her creat-

ing and organizing the inau-

gural Kids Vendor Show, which 

will be from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

at the Energy Wellness Center 

in Beulah on May 18, where 

only school-aged children are 

given access to participate in.

“Her brothers are into the 

sports cards industry and 

they go to shows and make 

money,” explained Travis Jor-

dan, Brinely’s father and su-

perintendent of Beulah Public 

Schools. “So, she started mak-

ing sugar scrubs and then she 

came up with the vendor show 

idea. We told her she would 

have to do everything herself, 

making phone calls, setting 

up contacts and set up all the 

work, which she did.”

Brinley was up for the chal-

lenge of getting the business 

going.
“The vendor show was 

something to get my busi-

ness out there,” Brinley said, a 

fifth-grade student at Beulah 

Elementary. “I wanted to make 

my own money. So I said I was 

up for it.”
She said it took about a 

month for her to get the 

show put together.
Brinley coordinated the 

show’s set-up with Well-

ness Center Director Sonja 

Dutchuck, who was on 

board the minute Brinley 

reached out to her.

“When Brinley called 

and told me her idea, I 

was all over it,” Dutchuck 

said. “The Energy Wellness 

Center isn’t just a facility 

where people can come to 

work out. Our community 

room is available for events 

just like this. We host a 

variety of meetings, family 

gatherings and community 

classes, so this was right up 

our alley to offer to the com-

munity.”
Dutchuck said the Wellness 

Center is free to the public 

and vendors are not being 

charged any fees to use the 

community room.
Brinley said she is excited 

for the vendor show and is ex-

pecting a good turnout.

“My neighbor said they will 

do it and my little brother, 

Madden, who is 7,” she said.

Her sugar scrub product, a 

skin exfoliate, is made from 

baby oil, coconut oil, sugars 

and essential oils. 
Dutchuck said she isn’t sur-

prised by Brinley’s motivation 

to create a business event like 

this.
“I’ve known Brinley for quite 

BY KELLI AMELLING 

Associate Publisher

Temporary guidelines have 

been put into place at the city 

of Beulah for public comment 

at public meetings.
These guidelines were ad-

opted during the council’s 

May 6 meeting after public 

comment was suspended April 

1 until councilmembers had 

an opportunity to “look at 

ways to better balance open 

communication with Beulah 

residents and the need to 

provide a respectful process 

in council’s undertaking the 

business before it.”

“To that end, the follow-

ing guidelines will be put into 

place on a four-month basis 

unless adopted or suspended 

prior to Aug. 19, 2024,” the 

guidelines read.

The guidelines

The guidelines first ask the 

public commentator if they 

have contacted their council 

member, and requests they do 

so before being placed on the 

agenda.
The second highlight notes 

there will be a total of 30 

minutes for public comment 

BY RYAN SCHLEHUBER

Beulah Beacon Editor

Only seven miles separates 

Brandon Zahn’s new place of 

employment and his current 

one, however, Beulah’s new 

high school principal says he’s 

“coming home.”
Zahn, 33, is finishing out 

the school year as Hazen High 

School’s sixth through 12th 

grade principal and is prepar-

ing to begin his new position 

at Beulah High School, where 

he fills the vacancy left by Carl 

Blackhurst, who accepted Beu-

lah Public School’s superinten-

dent position last month.

“When I heard the position 

was open, I had to really think 

about it,” Zahn said. “Beu-

Brinley Jordan, 11, created and organized the Kids Vendor Show, which will be 

held at the Energy Wellness Center on May 18, which only school-aged children 

can come to participate. “I learned how to invest and be able to get money out of 

it,” Jordan said. (Photo courtesy of Travis Jordan)

Fifth-grade student Brinley Jordan is mastermind 

behind Kids Vendor Show on May 18 There will be a four-month trial basis until 

Aug. 19 unless adopted or suspended

New Beulah HS principal ‘coming home’

Brandon Zahn, pictured here with his wife, Emma, and his daughter, Eliza, 

was recently hired as Beulah High School’s new principal. He fills the vacancy left 

by Carl Blackhurst, who will take over the Beulah District School superintendent 

position, which was held by Travis Jordan, who is stepping down after the school 

year as he accepted a new job. (Photo courtesy of Brandon Zahn)
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Chris Frueh, Owner 
701-840-5770
Mapleton, ND

Plumbing Services | Drain Cleaning  
Water Heaters | Remodels

NDMPL#2338

Wednesday, Dec.  4  &  11  
from 1 to 2 p.m. at the 

West Funeral Home & Life Tribute Center 
Casselton, North Dakota 

Cass County
Roundtable

Thursday, Dec. 12  •  9:30 a.m. 
Hagge’s Bar & Grill • Mapleton, ND

(coffee and donuts provided)

Earn $100 per acre or animal unit for adopting high-value 
conservation practices including early-adopters! Contact 

your soil conservation district for more information!

Jaguars, Raiders to play in Barnes 
Co. Tournament
By Brad Anderson 
news@ccreporter.com

Northern Cass will be the 
top seed for the annual Barnes 
County Girls Basketball Tour-
nament. The tournament will 
be held December 10, 12 and 13 
at the W.E. Osmon Fieldhouse 
on the campus of Valley City 
State University. Four games 
will be played each day.

The Jaguars will begin play 
on December 10 at 3:00 p.m. vs 
eighth-seeded White Shield. 

Maple River is the third 
seed. The Raiders will play the 
final first-round game versus 
sixth-seeded Enderlin on De-
cember 10 at 7:30 p.m.

Northern Cass is the defend-
ing champion. The Jaguars de-
feated Maple River 78-51 in the 
2023 championship game. The 

Raiders won the title in 2022.

Barnes County Tournament at VCSU: 
First-round December 10

3:00 p.m. - #1 Northern Cass vs. #8 
White Shield

4:30 p.m. - #4 LaMoure/Litchville- 
Marion vs. #5 Wyndmere-Lidgerwood

6:00 p.m. - #2 Valley City vs. #7 
South Border

7:30 p.m. - #3 Maple River vs. #6 
Enderlin

Thompson named 1st Team 
All-State selection
By Brad Anderson 
news@ccreporter.com

Central Cass junior Izzy 
Thompson was named to the 
first team of the Class B All-
State Volleyball Team. The 
team is voted on by coaches 
statewide and administered by 
the North Dakota High School 
Coaches Association.

The versatile Thompson 
powered 402 kills on the sea-
son, ranking fourth for kills in 
a single season in Central Cass 
history. She ranks fifth in CC re-
cord books with 793 career kills 
going into her senior season in 
2025.

Thompson also surpassed 
1,000 career digs during the 
Region 1 Tournament, where 
the Squirrels finished second 
behind Oak Grove. She was the 

lone Region 1 player on the first 
team.

Emma Bixby of Sargent 
County and Emerson Johnson 
from Wyndmere-Lidgerwood 
represented Region 1 on the All-
State second team.

Azjiah Trader of South Prai-
rie-Max was named the Class B 
Senior Athlete of the Year.

2024 NDHSCA Class B 
Volleyball All-State Team:

First Team:
Taya Aufforth, Jr., Kenmare-Bowbells
Lauren Bell, Soph., Park River Area
Molly Bjorneby, Sr., Grafton
Kiaza Carlson, Jr., May-Port CG
Olivia Ebel, Sr., Our Redeemer’s
Maddie Gefroh, Sr., Medina-Pingree/
   Buchanan
Laela Jensen, Sr., Hettinger-Scranton
Raegan Kjelstrup, Sr., Central 

McLean
Isabella Kovash, Sr., Dickinson Trinity

Elysa McAvoy, Sr., Dickinson Trinity
Meredith Romfo, Sr., Langdon Area- 
   Munich
Brooklyn Shumacher, Jr., Lin-

ton-HMB
Anne Stroklund, Sr., Kenmare-
   Bowbells
Isabelle Thompson, Jr., Central Cass
Azjiah Trader, Sr., South Prairie-Max
Isabel Wendel, Sr., Carrington

Second team:
Emma Bixby, Sr., Sargent County
Emerson Johnson, Sr., Wyndmere- 
   Lidgerwood
Daphne Lauer, Sr., Central McLean
Ashley Martodam, Sr., Towner- 
   Granville-Upham
Ava Peterson, Jr., New Rockford- 
   Sheyenne
Piper Schmidt, Soph., Flasher
Jordan Tozer, Sr., Thompson
Kaylee Werner, Sr., Des Lacs-Burling-

ton

Area notes: Oase signs 
with UND basketball, 
area standouts honored
By Brad Anderson 
news@ccreporter.com

Kindred senior
Karson Ouse made
his collegiate com-
mitment official.
The 6’8 Ouse, who
helped Kindred to
runner-up finish in
Class A last season,
recently signed his
National Letter
of Intent after his
verbal commitment
in June.

Oase averaged 10.5 
points, 4.7 rebounds, 
and nearly three as-
sists per game last season. He 
was Kindred’s top three-point 
shooter with over 40 made 
threes in 2023-24. He was 
an All-Tournament selection 
at last spring’s Class A State 
Tournament.

UND head coach Paul 
Sather had this to say about 
Karson through a media 
release. “We think the future 
is bright for Karson. He has 
a huge upside with his size, 
skill, and ability to shoot the 
ball. He can really feel the 
game and will fit in well with 
our style of play. We love re-
cruiting locally as much as we 
can, and we are really excited 
about Karson. Most impor-
tantly, Karson is really excited 
about coming to the Uni-
versity of North Dakota and 
being a part of our basketball 
program.”

Oase and the Vikings are 
one of the early-season favor-
ites in Class A and Region 1 
this season.

*******
The North Star Athletic 

Association has released some 
of its year-end awards for 
fall sports. Two area football 
standouts were honored, 
along with one more in volley-
ball.

2022 Central Cass graduate 
Jake Deutsch, a sophomore 
wide receiver at Valley City 
State, earned second-team 
All-Conference accolades. 
Deutsch, slowed by injuries 
early in his VCSU career, 
caught 30 passes for 385 
yards, and two touchdowns 
for the Vikings this fall.

Joe Nelson of Grandin, a 
2021 Northern Cass grad-
uate, and a senior on the 
Mayville State football team, 
was MSU’s recipient for the 
Champions of Character. 
The NAIA has implemented 
this program at its member 
schools, providing training 
and highlighting five core 
values: integrity, respect, 
responsibility, sportsmanship 
and servant leadership.

Argusville native and 2021 
Northern Cass graduate Mor-
gan Nelson, a senior at VCSU, 
was an All-Conference, earned 
second-team All-Conference 
honors. She totaled 195 kills 
and 80 blocks this season 
for the Vikings. She tied the 
school’s record for blocks in 
a match with 11 in a five-set 
victory over Mayville State on 
September 25.

COURTESY PHOTO
Kindred senior Karson Ouse signing his National 
Letter of Intent to play basketball at the University 
of North Dakota. 
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FARM BETTER
BetterState.com

Ag Lending—For all stages of growth.

• Equipment

• Livestock

• Line of Credit

• Seasonal Operating Lines

Kayla Palmer,
VP Ag Lending

BY RYAN SCHLEHUBER
Beulah Beacon Editor

While the country was enraptured with the

aftermath of President Richard Nixon and the

Watergate scandal, amnesty to American draft

evaders in the Vietnam War and Muhammad Ali

and George Foreman’s “Rumble in the Jungle” 

in September 1974, Mercer County was gearing 

up for the revival of an old tradition — a fair. 

Led by a four-member board, which included 

L.F. Temme, Mercer County created a fair in 

Beulah in 1915, a year after World War I broke 

out in Europe. The Mercer County Fair would 

continue on year after year until, in 1925, it was 

ended (no reason could be found in archives of 

the Beacon before press time). 

It wouldn’t be until 50 years later that the tra-

dition of the fair was revived. 

After then-County Auditor Hubert Stoelting 

announced the county commissioners met with 

a group from Beulah at a regular meeting, a 

county fair board was established. 

The 1974 fair board included Jim Cook, Bob 

Albers, Albert Kilber of Hazen; Werner Benfit, 

Tom Dallman of Zap; Darold Benz, Leland Er-

ickson and Eugene Keller of Beulah and Delton 

Herman of Golden Valley. 
In that revival year, the fair was held around 

Labor Day weekend, and admission into the fair 

was a mere $1.50, with children ages 12 and 

younger getting in free.
The grand attraction at the fair that year was

the Leroy Van Dyke Country Western Show,

which was $2.50 per ticket, however, if bought

at the door, the price went up to $3. Tickets

were available at various local businesses, in-

cluding Benz Insurance, Mirror Bar, Sportsman

Bar, K&J Bar, Ben Franklin and Johnson Store in 

Beulah, at Linda’s Western Shop in Zap and at 

Hazen’s MB Auto & Tractor Supply.

“LeRoy Van Dyke, a pacesetting phenomenon 

of country music, will bring his all-star Grand 

Ole-Opry show to the Mercer County Fair in 

Beulah,” the Beacon article quoted. 

The article went on to say LeRoy’s first big 

million-seller was his own composition, “The 

Auctioneer.” He followed this up with such No. 

1 tunes a “Walk on By,” “Black Cloud,” “Going 

to Boston,” and “Big, Wide Wonderful World of 

Country Music.”
“Star in the motion picture ‘What Am I Bid,’ 

LeRoy will be appearing on the show with his 

Mercury recording band — The Auctioneers,” 

the article said.
Along with Van Dyke, MCA recording star Lin-

da K. Lance would co-star on the show, along 

with Clem Appleknocker, who, the Beacon said, 

ranked as “one of the funniest fellas in country 

music, and a leading impersonator. Apple-

knocker is a show-stopper with the Grand Ole 

Opry caravan of stars.”

The 1974 fair also had two parades, a kiddie

parade, which was sponsored by the Jaycees,

and a main parade, in which prizes were given

out based on several categories of presentation.

Fast-forward another 50 years, many changes

have happened since, but one thing remains

the same — the entertainment and traditions of

the Mercer County Fair in Beulah.

And just like it was then as it is now, the an-

nual weekend fun depends heavily on the sup-

port of many, with the expectation of 7,000 to 

8,000 people attending this year’s fair.

“I guess for me, being president of fair board, 

one person, one crew, one board doesn’t do it 

all,” said Rick Bauman, Fair Board president. “It’s 

a community effort. The Sheriff’s Department 

helps, medical technicians, the volunteers at the 

gate … the list goes on.”
A longtime resident of Beulah, Bauman re-

members attending the fair in his younger days, 

with many fond memories from the livestock 

show, something that continues as a fair tradi-

tion today.
“They were always great entertainment,” he 

said.
Fair volunteer worker Mark Hafner remem-

bers the 4-H events at the fair fondly, as well.

“I grew up on the fairgrounds when it first 

started,” said the 60-year-old Beulah resident. 

“Showing cattle, the 4-H and FFA stuff, I loved 

50 years of Mercer County Fair fun and festivities

FAIR     cont. on pg A5

BY RYAN SCHLEHUBER
Beulah Beacon Editor

Adam Baker is one of 
four new members of the 
city of Beulah’s council, 
and he is quickly making 
his voice heard. 

The July 11 regular city 
council meeting was the 
first official one for Baker 
(Ward 2), Cameron Brown 
(Ward 1), Kameron Plienis 
(Ward 3) and William “Bill” 

Keller (Ward 4).
Baker, who won the seat 

by a mere three votes over 

Olivia Akin, said in one of 
his answers to Beulah Bea-
con’s Q&A article before 
the election, “I think there 
needs to be some new 
voices involved in the deci-

sion making process’ with 
our local government.”

He didn’t take long to 
voice his concern on a 
couple city topics.

In the opening of the 
regular meeting, Baker 
first questioned the city’s 
preliminary budget for the 

next fiscal year, which must 

be finalized by the end of 
September and must be 
to the Mercer County au-
ditor by Oct. 10. He then 
brought up the city’s tem-
porary guidelines for pub-
lic comments during a city 

meeting. 
Both items were only 

up for discussion and no 
motions were made, but 
Baker wanted to make it 
known his concerns about 

the city’s upcoming bud-
get and the council’s tem-

porary public comment 
guidelines. 

With the budget, council 

members were giving a 
preliminary review of next 
year’s budget, which Baker 

wanted discussion had 
before anything was to be 

voted on as early as next 
month. 

“I didn’t get the portfo-
lio about this budget until 

just now and I’m noticing 
there’s a huge budget in-

Council’s public comment guidelines, upcoming budget questioned 

City recognizes July 25 as Children Mobility Awareness Day

COUNCIL      cont. on pg A2
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September 26, 2024 – Nels Wold was born in the town of Winger in Polk County, 

Minnesota on December 24, 1895. This son of Norwegian immigrants would later 

move to Minnewaukan, North Dakota, and he ended up enlisting in the Army.

Wold was a private in Company I, 138 Infantry, 35 Division and he saw action 

during the Meuse-Argonne Offensive during World War I. On this date in 1918, 

Wold’s platoon was stationed at the far left of the American line. Their mission 

was to capture the village of Cheppy, but the American advance was held up by 

German machine guns.

Wold’s platoon found themselves in heavy fog. They lost contact with the rest of 

the American troops. When the platoon came across some American scouts, the 

two groups joined up. They decided to move behind the German lines. They knew 

someone had to destroy the machine gun positions before the American advance 

could continue.
Their efforts were successful. They silenced several of the German guns. They 

also captured eleven prisoners. At one point, Wold saw a comrade in danger with a 

German officer about to shoot him. Wold shot the German and rescued his fellow 

soldier.Wold also volunteered to attack another difficult enemy position. He crawled 

through the brush and took the enemy by surprise.  He killed two and captured 

three. He went on to singlehandedly destroy three more enemy positions, but 

finally fell as he attacked a fifth. His comrades charged. They destroyed the enemy 

gun and retrieved Wold’s body.

The American advance was able to move forward because of the actions of Nels 

Wold. He was posthumously awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor for his 

gallant service. His citation reads in part, “It was while attempting to rush a fifth 

machine gun nest that he was killed. The advance of his company was mainly due 

to his great courage and devotion to duty.”

Nels Wold is buried at Elim Cemetery in his hometown of Winger, Minnesota.

Dakota Datebook by Carole Butcher

“Dakota Datebook” is a radio series from Prairie Public in partnership with 

the State Historical Society of North Dakota and with funding from the North 

Dakota Humanities Council. See all the Dakota Datebooks at prairiepublic.org, 

subscribe to the “Dakota Datebook” podcast, or buy the Dakota Datebook book at 

shopprairiepublic.org.

When I took this job as a remote editor for the 

Beulah Beacon and Center Republican, I knew 

the biggest challenge would be trying to stay 

connected to all that is happening 1,000 miles 

away from me.
Because of my “non-local phone number,” I’ve 

gotten into a routine of calling sources, leaving 

a voicemail message and immediately texting 

them to make sure they know I’m not a spam call. 

Ninety-nine percent of the time, it works. And to 

me, that stat is phenomenally fantastic.

Why? Because it means that almost everyone 

I have reached out to – in an effort to gather 

information for articles – gets back to me, and 

responds to my attempts to reach them. As a 

remote editor from Michigan, that, my friend, is 

fan-dakota-tastic.
To all the city officials – especially city auditors 

Heather Ferebee (Beulah) and RaShell Simenson 

(Center) and Beulah Mayor Sean Cheatley and 

Center Mayor John Lee – thank you for your 

continuous communication and thoughtful 

patience with my constant calling and texting. 

Even former Center Mayor Jayar Kindsvogel was 

so good at getting back to me, especially when I 

was under deadline.

Right there with them are the several school 

officials and coaches at Center-Stanton and 

Beulah. I can’t tell you how great it is to be able 

to just shoot a text to one of these people and 

have my answer usually within the next hour if 

not immediately. It makes my news-gathering so 

much easier – and enjoyable.

I could keep going down the line and thanking 

all of the people that I’ve reached out to 

repeatedly in order to get my stories completed, 

but really, what I’m trying to get at is I love that 

I’m able to be well connected to these North 

Dakota communities and do my job well all the 

while sitting in 1,000 miles away in Michigan.

The one thing I really miss doing is taking 

photographs of events, especially high school 

sports, and I thought maybe we’d suffer a bit 

in this area because, starting out, I had no 

photographer to rely on. It was all me begging my 

sources to send me photos, which, again, most of 

the time I received photos I could use. 

Kudos, by the way, to Melissa Froseth and Amy 

Blackhurst (Center) and Deborah Dub (Beulah), to 

name only a few, who have time and time again 

come through with great photos for me to use.

When Beulah resident Shauna Pierce was hired 

as a part-time photographer for our papers, I 

was ecstatic because I finally had a go-to person 

for local photography. Having a “boots on the 

ground” person is priceless, and Shauna has done 

a wonderful job of keeping up with my frantic 

demands, many times being last-minute requests. 

I say all of this because not only do I want to 

recognize and thank all the people who have 

helped make my job easier – and the papers 

better – but they also contribute in supporting our 

efforts to provide quality journalism to the local 

communities and our many readers. Truly, without 

these reliable sources, my job, these newspapers, 

would suffer. 
It’s because of these people that we here at the 

Beacon and Center Republican continue to work 

hard, continue to find ways to improve things 

and continue to provide as much local news as 

possible to our readers. 

So, thank you to these great people. Because 

of you, the 1,000-mile distance between me and 

the local communities I cover is seemingly much 

shorter than I would have ever imagined. 
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From the 
Publishers Desk

By Kelsey Majeske

The Beacon welcomes letters from its readers. 

Letters must include the writer’s full legal 

name, city and state of current residence and 

phone number for verification. Anonymous and 

unsigned letters will not be printed. Letters must 

be 300 words or less. No more than one letter 

per month will be accepted by one individual, 

with an exception made for writers offering a 

one-letter rebuttal to a letter written about them. 

We will not print letters we judge libelous, 

inaccurate or of an advertising nature. We 

reserve the right to edit letters. 

During election season, any political letter to 

the editor, whether openly endorsing a candidate 

or speaking to any stance on political issues, will 

be subject to a $25 charge. It will be published 

as sponsored content, paid for by the letter 

writer. These letters must still follow all other 

restrictions, including word count. 

Letters must be typed and should be emailed 

to kelli@centralnordak.com or mailed to The 

Beacon, Letters to the Editor, 324 2nd Ave. NE, 

Beulah, ND 58523.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR POLICY

dakota datebook

It's Tuesday, and hopefully this week finds its 

way to Friday soon.  I have hi-jacked the design of 

the Beacon this week to help tweak the design to 

fit and am taking the opportunity to write on the 

page, because I can and because it puts me in the 

Beulah mindset.  
While I could write about the State Basketball 

Tournaments, the prep for prom coming up or just 

the joy of another threat of spring snow, I instead 

want to highlight and encourage your involvement 

as a reader of the Beulah Beacon.   

This week (on the very next page) you will find a 

lengthy Letter to the Editor from a Beulah resident.  

This letter landed in my e-mail from the editorial 

staff late last night with a "what do you want us 

to do" question mark.  It is our policy to have all 

letters total less than 300 words and meet our 

other requirements list in on this editorial page. 

However, I have always felt strongly about our 

community newspapers being a watch dog for our 

local governments and supporting our readers 

when they have concerns about happenings that 

directly effect their homes, businesses and families.  

So while it may be lengthy, we chose to run this 

letter at full length and will run any subsequent 

response letters that come in above the word 

count surrounding this issue as long as they meet 

the other requirements. 

In a day in age where it is easy for entities to 

hide information, have alternate agendas and 

only promote what they want us to see and know; 

our job as your community newspaper is more 

important than ever.  We are here to keep you 

informed.  
My favorite part of community journalism is the 

people, covering the kids doing good deeds in the 

schools, dressed up for halloween or Red Ribbon 

Week; covering local athletes that are headed for 

bright futures; doing stories on new businesses 

that keep our communities alive and thriving and 

covering our local heroes and what they sacrifice 

to serve our commnities; but there is an entire 

section of our newspapers each week dedicated 

to sharing the decisions being made by our local 

governments, it is there after every meeting, 

publicizing every bid notice, election notice and

change that local governments discuss. It is their 

for everyone to be informed.

I spend countless hours each week discussing

legal notices, with staff, readers and governments 

my stance on legals to all three is the same; yes it 

can be pain, yes there are alot of rules but at the 

end of the day it's about the information and the 

easy access of it to our readers, the voters and 

communities that rely on those local governments.  

Those notices are important, they are there to 

keep our local governments in check and keep the 

light in all of the corners for people to see what is 

going on.       
In addtion to these notices, as your community 

newspaper we cover every meeting we can.  

With fewer staff than in years past, sometimes 

this means attending via zoom, or watching the 

recording, but we are there and we like to make 

sure that your local governemnts know that we 

are.  Even if you don't read every word of their 

minutes published each week, we want to at least 

give you the highlights and when the situations 

warrant we also write the tough stories of 

corruption and hidden agendas and unanswered 

questions.   
We have had more than a few tough stories out 

of Beulah since I came on board with these papers, 

but I love that the community cares and is active in 

learning about what is going on and showing up 

when it counts. 
I encourage all of our readers to be active; be 

upset, be supportive, just be active.  We are always 

happy to take your Letters to the Editor about the 

newspaper or your community and we are always 

happy to hear your concerns that will lead us to 

stories to be covered. Attend a meeting, read the 

minutes, continue to be active.

Be Active

Bismarck Hospital Under Water

March 21, 2024 — As the expanse of the prairies became cultivated and settled, the need for 

healthcare became apparent. By 1885 in Bismarck, some Benedictine sisters from Minnesota opened 

St. Alexius, the city’s first hospital. In 1915, the hospital moved to its present-day location in Bismarck.

By 1902, more healthcare options arose in Bismarck as early settling doctors Quain and Ramstad 

established a clinic. Five years later, combining with the aid of a missionary of the Bismarck Evangelical 

association, they established a second hospital. The Bismarck Hospital’s first unit was officially opened 

for patients in 1909. Eventually, it would become Medcenter One and, today, Sanford.

Both of these institutions have served the residents of Bismarck and the surrounding area in some 

capacity for over a century. But this did not mean that the course of hospital upkeep was smooth – or 

even dry.
On this date in 1961, personnel at the Bismarck Hospital were hard at work trying to determine the 

cause for a dramatic increase in their water bill...a sharp jump from the typical $311 monthly bill to 

around $700 per month.

Hospital engineers and city water department officials investigated the issue, checking the water 

gauge daily, and offering advice. In the meantime, staff placed a note in the hospital’s weekly 

newsletter asking for ideas as to what the problem was—responses to which they received in 

bounteous quantity.

Hospital administrator David Hansen said, “They advise us of possible leaky faucets and fixtures, 

and suspicious amounts of water on the sidewalks outside the hospital.” He had already ruled out “sly 

suggestions of a possible secret swimming pool in the sub-basement, a do-it-yourself dam (preferably 

earth-filled) in the children’s ward or a water cascade off the roof.”

“Nor,” the Morton County News reported, “have any whales, sharks or seals checked into the 

hospital recently.”

That wasn’t the only problem – it was also reported in the newsletter that in one area of the 

hospital, only one of the hot and cold water valves could be open at a time, or else both hot or cold 

water would come out of either pipes at random. No wonder with all of these issues that the water 

department officials were beginning to refer to the Bismarck Hospital as “the sponge.”

Dakota Datebook written by Sarah Walker

 “Dakota Datebook” is a radio series from Prairie Public in partnership with the State Historical 

Society of North Dakota and with funding from Humanities North Dakota. See all the Dakota Datebooks 

at prairiepublic.org, subscribe to the “Dakota Datebook” podcast, or buy the Dakota Datebook book at 

shopprairiepublic.org.
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BY DANIEL ARENS

HAZEN STAR

While discussions on solar farms, natural

gas lines and other energy possibilities have

continued over the last couple of years, wind

project proposals fizzled out after Mercer 

County officially adopted its current restric-

tive ordinance.

That changed with the start of October, 

however. 
PRC Wind (Project Resource Corporation) is 

planning a wind project in Mercer and Oliver 

counties called 49 Wind, with an anticipated 

commercial operation date of the fourth 

quarter of 2030. The project “will produce 

about 400 megawatts of power” and “will 

consist of 70 to 115 turbines,” with the num-

ber dependent on “turbine model/size,” ac-

cording to a flyer from the company.

To kickstart the first planning phase for this 

project, PRC Wind held a “Meet and Greet” 

at the Beulah Civic Center Oct. 1, with a meal 

catered by Kimi’s for people, a brief presenta-

tion on the overall project scope and a period 

for people to ask questions and voice sug-

gestions, concerns and desires they might 

have.
Mauli Sand, project developer with PRC 

Wind, gave a rough estimate of 130-140 peo-

ple who showed up for this meet and greet. 

Many people asked questions and voiced 

concerns about the proposed wind project, 

although Sand emphasized that all informa-

tion is still very preliminary at this time.

“I’m just really thankful that it is such an 

involved community,” Sand said. “It was great 

to see so many people turn up.” 

She also said it was clear that many of 

those in attendance had experience with de-

velopment and were asking questions that 

she said were important.

One of the attendees who spoke up was 

Mark Pierce, a Beulah resident and leader 

with the Faces of North Dakota Coal group, 

which highlights the community and family 

benefits that the coal industry brings to “Coal 

Country” in west-central North Dakota.

“I went to the meeting because I was inter-

ested in seeing what they were proposing,” 

Pierce said. “I have a lot more questions than 

answers at this time, but I look forward to 

learning more and talking with [PRC Wind] 

more.”
Sand said the project has not really been 

designed or developed yet. She said it was 

important to meet with the public first and 

gather input from them that could impact 

how any project is designed, while also being 

upfront about the plans for this project with 

residents from the start.

“We just wanted to gather their thoughts 

about experiences that they have liked and, 

more importantly, that they did not like,” 

Sand said. “We want to learn from other 

companies’ missteps, help the community as 

much as we can and be a good neighbor.”

The preliminary project boundary shows a 

large area south of Beulah, extending on both 

sides of North Dakota Highway 49 and in-

cluding land in both Mercer and Oliver coun-

ties. Much of the Coyote Creek Station site is 

located within this boundary.

Sand stressed that this boundary is prelimi-

nary, saying the goal was to put down some-

thing general to present at the public meet-

ing. Based on the input from landowners in 

the area and from the public at large, she said 

the shape of the boundary will change and 

become more specific and detailed.

A pamphlet distributed at the meeting 

gives a tentative timeline for 49 Wind. The 

timeline began with the Oct. 1 meeting, a 

meeting to “introduce project outline to land-

owners and community.” The next step will be 

to “distribute and execute leases,” with land 

leasing opportunities extending until the sec-

ond quarter of 2025.

Prior to actual layout and design, the com-

pany plans to do wind resource monitoring, 

begin environmental surveys and studies and 

enter into an Interconnection Agreement with 

MISO (Midcontinent Independent System 

Operator, Inc.), the regional transmission or-

ganization and independent system operator 

for much of the central United States and the 

province of Manitoba in Canada.

A draft preliminary layout and design will 

be “ongoing for project layout, starting late 

2025.” Infrastructure meetings will be held 

with landowners, and a finalized layout and 

design put together before 49 Wind begins 

seeking county and state permitting. 

The pamphlet says the project will begin 

permitting with the counties in mid-2027 and 

with the State of North Dakota by early 2028. 

A Notice to Proceed will be in place by mid-

2029 and the commercial operation date by 

late 2030.
During the public meeting, residents asked 

DANIEL ARENS | HAZEN STAR

Well over 100 people came out to the Beulah Civic Center to learn more about the 49 Wind Project and voice their ques-

tions and concerns about the project and its impact on the local economy, communities and coal industry. 

INTRODUCING A PROJECT

Fresh plans and fresh concerns for 49 Wind

WIND                     
                    c

ont. on pg A16

Mark Pierce, standing, received applause from the public 

attendees when he talked about the positive impact of the 

coal industry to local communities, adding that he would 

only support a wind project if it added to and enhanced 

already-existing energy production in the county rather 

than replacing it. 
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BY RYAN SCHLEHUBERBeulah Beacon Editor
While the country was enraptured with the 

aftermath of President Richard Nixon and the 

Watergate scandal, amnesty to American draft 

evaders in the Vietnam War and Muhammad Ali 

and George Foreman’s “Rumble in the Jungle” 

in September 1974, Mercer County was gearing 

up for the revival of an old tradition — a fair. 

Led by a four-member board, which included 

L.F. Temme, Mercer County created a fair in 

Beulah in 1915, a year after World War I broke 

out in Europe. The Mercer County Fair would 

continue on year after year until, in 1925, it was 

ended (no reason could be found in archives of 

the Beacon before press time). 
It wouldn’t be until 50 years later that the tra-

dition of the fair was revived. 
After then-County Auditor Hubert Stoelting 

announced the county commissioners met with 

a group from Beulah at a regular meeting, a 

county fair board was established. 
The 1974 fair board included Jim Cook, Bob 

Albers, Albert Kilber of Hazen; Werner Benfit, 

Tom Dallman of Zap; Darold Benz, Leland Er-

ickson and Eugene Keller of Beulah and Delton 

Herman of Golden Valley. In that revival year, the fair was held around 

Labor Day weekend, and admission into the fair 

was a mere $1.50, with children ages 12 and

younger getting in free.The grand attraction at the fair that year was 

the Leroy Van Dyke Country Western Show, 

which was $2.50 per ticket, however, if bought 

at the door, the price went up to $3. Tickets 

were available at various local businesses, in-

cluding Benz Insurance, Mirror Bar, Sportsman 

Bar, K&J Bar, Ben Franklin and Johnson Store in 

Beulah, at Linda’s Western Shop in Zap and at 

Hazen’s MB Auto & Tractor Supply.
“LeRoy Van Dyke, a pacesetting phenomenon 

of country music, will bring his all-star Grand 

Ole-Opry show to the Mercer County Fair in 

Beulah,” the Beacon article quoted. 
The article went on to say LeRoy’s first big 

million-seller was his own composition, “The 

Auctioneer.” He followed this up with such No. 

1 tunes a “Walk on By,” “Black Cloud,” “Going 

to Boston,” and “Big, Wide Wonderful World of 

Country Music.”“Star in the motion picture ‘What Am I Bid,’ 

LeRoy will be appearing on the show with his 

Mercury recording band — The Auctioneers,” 

the article said.Along with Van Dyke, MCA recording star Lin-

da K. Lance would co-star on the show, along 

with Clem Appleknocker, who, the Beacon said, 

ranked as “one of the funniest fellas in country 

music, and a leading impersonator. Apple-

knocker is a show-stopper with the Grand Ole 

Opry caravan of stars.”

The 1974 fair also had two parades, a kiddie 

parade, which was sponsored by the Jaycees, 

and a main parade, in which prizes were given 

out based on several categories of presentation. 

Fast-forward another 50 years, many changes 

have happened since, but one thing remains 

the same — the entertainment and traditions of 

the Mercer County Fair in Beulah. 
And just like it was then as it is now, the an-

nual weekend fun depends heavily on the sup-

port of many, with the expectation of 7,000 to 

8,000 people attending this year’s fair.
“I guess for me, being president of fair board, 

one person, one crew, one board doesn’t do it 

all,” said Rick Bauman, Fair Board president. “It’s 

a community effort. The Sheriff’s Department 

helps, medical technicians, the volunteers at the 

gate … the list goes on.”A longtime resident of Beulah, Bauman re-

members attending the fair in his younger days, 

with many fond memories from the livestock 

show, something that continues as a fair tradi-

tion today.“They were always great entertainment,” he 

said.
Fair volunteer worker Mark Hafner remem-

bers the 4-H events at the fair fondly, as well.

“I grew up on the fairgrounds when it first 

started,” said the 60-year-old Beulah resident. 

“Showing cattle, the 4-H and FFA stuff, I loved 

50 years of Mercer County Fair fun and festivities

FAIR     
cont. on pg A5

BY RYAN SCHLEHUBERBeulah Beacon Editor
Adam Baker is one of four new members of the 

city of Beulah’s council, and he is quickly making his voice heard. The July 11 regular city council meeting was the first official one for Baker (Ward 2), Cameron Brown 
(Ward 1), Kameron Plienis 
(Ward 3) and William “Bill” 
Keller (Ward 4).Baker, who won the seat 

by a mere three votes over 
Olivia Akin, said in one of 
his answers to Beulah Bea-
con’s Q&A article before the election, “I think there 

needs to be some new voices involved in the deci-
sion making process’ with 
our local government.”He didn’t take long to voice his concern on a couple city topics.In the opening of the regular meeting, Baker first questioned the city’s preliminary budget for the 

next fiscal year, which must 
be finalized by the end of 
September and must be to the Mercer County au-ditor by Oct. 10. He then brought up the city’s tem-

porary guidelines for pub-
lic comments during a city 
meeting. Both items were only up for discussion and no motions were made, but Baker wanted to make it known his concerns about 

the city’s upcoming bud-get and the council’s tem-

porary public comment guidelines. With the budget, council 
members were giving a preliminary review of next 

year’s budget, which Baker 
wanted discussion had before anything was to be 

voted on as early as next month. 
“I didn’t get the portfo-lio about this budget until 

just now and I’m noticing 
there’s a huge budget in-

Council’s public comment guidelines, upcoming budget questioned 

City recognizes July 25 as Children Mobility Awareness Day

COUNCIL      cont. on pg A2

www.centralnordak.com 

Beulah Beacon 

Thursday, April 04, 2024 • Page A3 

Monday, April 8BBQ Pork Ribs, Baked Beans, Au Gratin 

Potatoes, Cantaloupe, Wheat Bread - 2 

Slices
 

Tuesday, April 9Eggs Benedict Casserole, Hollandaise 

Sauce, Rosemary Potatoes, Lemon Walnut 

Broccoli, Peach Crisp 
Wednesday, April 10

Hawaiian Chicken, Orange & Avacado 

Salad, Lemon RIce Pilaf, Seasoned Broccoli, 

Pineapple

Thursday, April 11
Herb & Mustard Crusted Pork Loin, Po-

taotes & Onions, Brussels Sprouts/Bacon, 

Mandarin Orange, Wheat Bread - 2 Slices

 
Friday, April 12Supreme Pizza Casserole, House Salad 

with Dressing, Green Beans Oregano, Apple, 

Breadstick

Call one day in advance to reserve or 

cancel a meal. 701-748-2493. 

Low-Fat Mike (8 oz),Bread & Margarine 

Served DailyMenu Subject to Change

Meals on Wheels Weekly Menu

3C Construction, LLC Power & Communications Contractor 
�t �� �onstruction, LL� ����, we�re on t�e �ookout �or 

 to �oin our 

growing team. We�re not �ust anot�er emp�oyer� we�re a dynamic, �orward�t�inking business 

born out o� co��aboration wit� �or��ran��ou ��ectric �ooperative, �oug�rider ��ectric 

�ooperative, ��� ��ectric �ooperative, and ��ope ��ectric �ooperative. 

 �ur commitment to our emp�oyees is robust, �ust �ike our dedication to serving 

our va�ued partners. We be�ieve in a supportive work environment t�at not on�y a��ows you to 

t�rive pro�essiona��y but a�so ensures a �ea�t�y work��i�e ba�ance. �ere�s w�at you can e�pect� 

• 

 We va�ue �ard work and be�ieve it deserves recognition 

and rewards. • 

 �our we���being is a priority. We’ve got you covered, 

so you can �ocus on your career. 
• 

 We understand t�at time is va�uab�e, and we�re committed to 

maintaining t�at ba�ance.  

 �ou wi�� �ave t�e opportunity to construct and repair a wide variety o� 

e�ectric distribution and transmission �ines. �ou��� get to insta�� �ig�tning arrestors, circuit 

breakers, regu�ators, trans�ormers, and ot�er �earn about various ot�er �ob speci�ic e�uipment.  

 We�re �ooking �or someone wit� t�e rig�t b�end o� e�perience and ski��s� 

• �omp�etion o� a one�year Lineworker training course or Journeyman Lineworker’s 

certi�icate. • ��perience wit� construction and maintenance in t�e e�ectrica� distribution and 

transmission �ie�d. • � va�id ��L, or t�e abi�ity to obtain one wit�in �� days o� emp�oyment. 
 �o �earn more about �� �onstruction, de�ve into t�e �u�� �ob 

description, and app�y �or t�is opportunity, p�ease visit our website at 

www.wdus.coop�careers.com or on Job �ervice �� at www.�obsnd.com  

 �mai� your cover �etter, resume, and t�e comp�eted app�ication to �r�iea.coop. ��is 

opportunity wi�� remain open unti� it�s �i��ed. 
Join us and become an integra� part o� our commitment to de�ivering innovative so�utions w�i�e 

�ostering strong member re�ations�ips. 

Happening This Week Sunday April 7

Community turkey dinner Sunday

A community turkey dinner will be held from 11 a.m. to 1 

p.m. Sunday, April 7 at Hazen City Hall. Sponsored by SMC 

Auxiliary.Medical benefit for Sharon (Peabody) Erhardt

A fleischkuechle feed and a silent auction will be held 

from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday, April 7 at the Beulah Civic 

Center for Sharon (Peabody) Erhardt. On Feb. 16, Sharon 

survived a brain aneurysm. The benefit will help with 

medical expenses while she is in the hospital and during 

her recovery. If not able to attend, donations can be mailed 

to: Penney Emter, 555 58th Ave SW, Beulah, ND 58523. 

Please make checks payable to Sharon Erhardt, and put 

“fundraiser” in the memo.

Leave Your Legacy  
in North Dakota  

Contact the professionals at NDCF for a free, 

confidential conversation about your options as you 

plan your estate.  www.NDCF.net | 701-222-8349 

TOWN HALL MEETINGApril 16th 6pm @Beulah Civic Center120 7th St NE Discussion on questions 
regarding special assessments

SUBMITTED BY BY EMMA HOTZ,

 CLUB REPORTERWhat a whirlwind weekend for the Star 

Equestrian and Burleigh County Hippology 

4-H Clubs. We teamed up again and head-

ed to the North Dakota State Hippology 

Competition held in Fargo. Preparing for a 

long weekend of Horse Judging, Hippol-

ogy, Quiz Bowl, and Equine Speeches that 

the studied information over the course of 

the past 7 months. It was chilly as we en-

tered NDSU Equine Center Saturday morn-

ing to compete.Over the past seven months our teams 

have been preparing for this competi-

tion and the hard work definitely paid off. 

Emma Hotz, Eva Unruh, Teagan Folk, and 

Denyka Sauer started out the day judging 

and watching six different classes of horses. 

Together with nine other team members 

these young ladies did amazing. Teagan, 

along with her junior teammates took 1st 

Overall in Hippology, 2nd in Station and 

2nd in Team Problem. 
In our Intermediate team, Eva Unruh 

came in 5th place. Our senior team rep-

resented by Emma and Denyka brought 

home 4th place Overall with team mates 

placing 12th Emma, 11thJayde, and 8th De-

nyka. In Horse Judging Denyka and Jayde 

tied for 2nd place overall.
Sunday began bright and early, we en-

tered NDSU with hopes of learning more 

about equine during our Quiz Bowl Com-

petition. Challenging is not a hard enough 

word. We have a lot to learn. 

Denyka Sauer was the only team mate 

to have enough courage to do a prepared 

Speech. We listened to her practice her 

speech preparing to present it. It must 

have helped because Denyka Sauer took 

1st place in the Prepared Speech Divi-

sion. Denyka will be representing Beulah 

High School, Mercer County 4-H, Burleigh 

County 4-H and the whole State of North 

Dakota at the Western National Roundup 

Stock Show held in Denver Colorado next 

January.I would like to thank Priscilla Sauer for all 

the hard work she puts into making lesson 

plans and traveling to coach us every week. 

We would also like to Thank the communi-

ty for helping us raise funds to have jackets 

and attend these competitions.                                       

4H Club updates
Star Equestrian Hippology 4-H Club

Assessor, commissioner resign from their positions 

Council will consider commissioner role at next meeting

BY KELLI AMELING
Associate PublisherThe city of Beulah accepted two res-

ignations this week for the city assessor 

and fellow councilmember.
During the April 1 city of Beulah 

Council meeting, councilmembers ac-

cepted the resignation of Assessor 

Heidi Hamelton and Commissioner 

Amanda Mohl.While Mohl’s resignation is effective 

immediately, Hamelton will stay in her 

role until May 24.Amanda MohlIn an email to councilmembers dated 

March 3, Mohl submitted her resigna-

tion from the council.

“I am writing to inform you of my 

resignation from my position on the 

City Council,” Mohl said. “As some of 

you may be aware, I am currently ex-

periencing some family situations that 

require my full attention and care. After 

much consideration and contempla-

tion, I have decided to step down from 

my role to focus on my family and their 

needs.”In the letter, Mohl expressed her 

gratitude working with councilmem-

bers and said it was an “honor” to serve 

the city of Beulah and its residents.

“I have learned so much from my 

time on the Council and I will always 

cherish the memories and experiences I 

have gained,” she said. “I have full con-

Resign                       cont. on pg 17
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From the Publishers DeskBy Kelsey Majeske

The Beacon welcomes letters from its readers. 

Letters must include the writer’s full legal 

name, city and state of current residence and 

phone number for verification. Anonymous and 

unsigned letters will not be printed. Letters must 

be 300 words or less. No more than one letter 

per month will be accepted by one individual, 

with an exception made for writers offering a 

one-letter rebuttal to a letter written about them. 

We will not print letters we judge libelous, 

inaccurate or of an advertising nature. We 

reserve the right to edit letters. 

During election season, any political letter to 

the editor, whether openly endorsing a candidate 

or speaking to any stance on political issues, will 

be subject to a $25 charge. It will be published 

as sponsored content, paid for by the letter 

writer. These letters must still follow all other 

restrictions, including word count. 

Letters must be typed and should be emailed 

to kelli@centralnordak.com or mailed to The 

Beacon, Letters to the Editor, 324 2nd Ave. NE, 

Beulah, ND 58523.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR POLICY

dakota datebook

I started this column yesterday morning 

and was so proud of myself, and yet here I 

sit, at 4:41 p.m., still on the first paragraph. 

Whereas normall these procrastinations 

are of my own making, this one is to touch 

on something local to you all in Beulah, so 

instead of me droning on about my middle 

schoolers track meet drama and how being a 

"sports mom" was not something I ever had 

even considered, today I am going to jump 

out of my comfort zone and into a topic that 

will likely make me unpopular in some circles.

 I've mentioned in previous columns my 

love for small communities; however, while 

that is a large generalization this love does 

not extend to all ways of life in a small town. 

The number one thing that makes me 

a little crazy and often sad about small 

towns is the politics. It's not any one city 

or county but just the notion that in small 

towns, we are governed by people that are 

often close friends and neighbors of its 

constituents and this tends to blur the lines 

when it comes to leadership.  No one wants 

to take a hardline when there is personal or 

business relationships on the line.  It's hard 

to make decisions for people when you 

know that they will not be popular.  I feel 

for small community leaders because every 

decision they make is going to have as many 

negative comments as it does positive ones, 

and it often doesn't just get to stay in the 

commission chambers.  These comments and 

feelings follow them to work, home, the bar 

everywhere they go people know them and 

want to be heard.  
That being said, I am going to step on a 

soap box here because I read something 

today in coverage of last nights meeting that 

I found incredibly upsetting.  In our coverage 

of the city council and their decision to end 

public comments, the quote used said they 

were doing this to allow time to "focus on real 

issues Beulah is facing and what needs to be 

done," but when you are serving a community 

the "real issues" do come from your public, 

your community. Maybe you won't like the 

comments said all the time the same way they 

don't like what the governing body says, but 

that doesn't make their voices, their opinions 

any less "real.”  Taking away their right to be 

heard in a public forum is taking away a voice. 

I am aware there is plenty going on in Beulah 

that the council should be focusing on, but I 

also know that less time would be wasted with 

more transparency and real answers to the 

public’s concerns. 
Community leaders that refuse to hear 

the opinions of their constituents in an open 

forum and that don't focus on transparency 

of their dealings come off as suspicious in 

nature regardless of their good intentions.  

Ultimately, it comes down to, if you don't 

want people suspicious of what you do, don't 

do things that make you look guilty. 

 I'll be the first to say we have definitely 

gone our "rounds" with the Beulah City 

Council, my hope for them continues to be 

that we find a new normal complete with 

answers to questions and transparency even 

in difficult situations.  I know their individual 

intentions are good, that they want to be 

productive but you can't be productive in a 

community that doesn't trust your decisions.

 I do hope they quickly remedy this 

situation and set guidelines for public 

comments to resume, with everything going 

on, the priority should remain the citizens of 

Beulah.  

Unanswered Questions

Murder and Lynching at Mondak

April 4, 2024 — Mondak was a boomtown that spanned the Montana-Dakota border until it burned down in 

1928. It was a more high-spirited town than many in the early days, because North Dakota had prohibition, and 

Montana didn’t. For example, a notorious hotspot called Jakey’s saloon let you enter from the ND side, and you 

could then cross the room and buy liquor on the other side, which was technically in Montana.

On this date in 1913, the town unfortunately gained some attention it didn’t want when it became the site of 

two murders and a lynching in the same day.

The Williston Herald said it best when it reported, “Many conflicting accounts of the affair are in circulation, 

and the exact circumstances are hard to learn. The story, as sent out from Mondak, seems to be accurate in the 

main. According to this, Sheriff Thomas Courtney of Sheridan County (MT) was instantly killed Friday afternoon 

at the camp of the Union Bridge and Construction Company... Deputy Richard Burmeister was shot five times 

and died in a hospital at Williston late Friday night, and their assailant, J. C. Collins, a...negro, was forcibly taken 

from the jail there and lynched.”

The article went on to explain Sheriff Courtney and Deputy Burmeister had held office just four days when the 

shooting happened, but the reason they were trying to arrest Collins is pretty fuzzy.

The Williston Herald says, “Collins, who was about thirty-four years old, came here two months ago to enter 

the employ of the construction company, which is erecting a bridge over the Missouri River for the Great 

Northern railroad. (He) was staying with another colored man, who recently sold his shack to a third negro 

named Patterson. When Patterson arrived at the camp Friday to claim his property, Collins struck Patterson’s 

wife with his fists. Patterson returned to Mondak and swore out a warrant for Collins.”

The Bowbells Tribune told a quite different story, saying, “(The officials were) shot down while trying to 

arrest (Collins) on a charge of murder... The officials received word that Collins, who had been hanging around 

Mondak since last fall, was wanted in Iowa on a charge of (two murders). They found him in a farm house about 

a mile from the village. When the officers sought to place him under arrest, the negro whipped out a revolver 

and opened fire.” The Bismarck Tribune later reported, “After the double shooting, Collins took the weapons of both men and 

sought hiding in the brush. A posse of Mondak citizens armed themselves and started in pursuit. Surrounded, 

(Collins) was driven to give himself up. When brought to Mondak, lynching was threatened, but cooler heads 

succeeded in getting him lodged in jail. A short time after, a mob of angry men...broke into the jail and obtained 

possession of the prisoner. Taking him to a telephone pole they hanged him and then set fire to his clothing.”

Sensationalism aside, it’s difficult to draw conclusions from the Collins’ lynching. Illegal hangings like this 

were fairly common in the early days. Usher Burdick wrote of some 40 lynchings that took place in the Williston 

area around the turn of the century.

 One particularly vicious group called The Stranglers has been credited with gunning down or hanging as 

many as 32 victims in the ranch lands of what is now North Dakota. Others disagree with these figures.

Many will wonder, “Was the lynching of Collins racially motivated?” Based on the conflicting newspaper 

accounts, and the fact that Collins never had his day in court, it’s pretty much impossible to say.

 
Dakota Datebook written by Merry Helm
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Beauchamp selected to Class

A All-State Second Team

Reached 1,000-point milestone

during 2023-24 season

BY MARK WEBER

Sports Editor

Trace Beauchamp of Beulah 

was selected to the 2023-24 

Class A Boys’ Basketball All-

State Second Team. Trace is the 

son of Nate and Kayleen Beau-

champ of Beulah.

Beauchamp, who was also 

selected to the Class A Region 

4 Boys’ Basketball team, netted 

a career-high 551 points, aver-

aging 21.2 points per outing, 

along with 200 rebounds (7.7 

rpg.), 76 assists (2.9 apg.), 73 

steals (2.8 spg.) and 62 three-

pointers this season for the 

Miners. Wick shot 43% (193 of 

450) from the field overall, in-

cluding 49% (131 of 265) from 

two-point range, and he shot 

78% (103 of 132) from the free 

throw line.
Beauchamp, a senior, went 

over the 1,000-point plateau 

for his career during a 77-63 

win over Killdeer, Feb. 12, and 

he finished his career with 

1,157 points, including 975 

(18.4 ppg.) over the past two 

seasons. Beauchamp also tal-

lied 477 rebounds, 215 assists, 

144 steals and 120 three-

pointers for his career. 

Selected to the Class A All-

State First Team were seniors 

Deng Deng (27.2 ppg., 8 rpg., 

3 spg., 2.3 apg.) of Four Winds/

Minnewauken, Tyson Wick 

(27.5 ppg., 7.2 rpg., 4.5 apg., 

2.4 spg., 77 three-pointers) of 

Hazen, Carson Haerer (28.3 

ppg., 7 rpg., 3 apg., 3 spg.) of 

Bottineau, Cole Holzer (20.6 

ppg., 11.2 rpg., 2.8 apg.) of 

Central Cass, and Wylee De-

lorme (17.9 ppg., 5.1 rpg., 2.8 

apg., 2 spg.) of Devils Lake; 

and freshman Brooks Bakko 

(13 ppg., 6.2 rpg., 4 apg.) of 

Kindred. 
Remaining members of the 

Class A All-State Boys’ Basket-

ball Second Team were seniors 

Braylon Baldwin (20.5 ppg., 4.1 

rpg., 5.3 apg., 2.2 spg.) of Graf-

ton, Atticus Wilkinson (18 ppg., 

8 rpg.) of Shiloh Christian, and 

Braylon Fisher (14.5 ppg., 4.5 

rpg., 2.5 apg., 2.5 spg.) of Des 

Lacs-Burlington; and junior 

Presley Peraza (13.8 ppg., 5.4 

rpg., 3 apg.) of Kindred.

Deng of Four Winds/Min-

newauken was selected as the 

2023-24 Class A Boys’ Basket-

ball Outstanding Senior Ath-

lete, while Brad Woehl of Kin-

dred was selected as the 2023-

24 Class A Boys’Basketball ach 

of the Year. 

Trace Beuchamp (3) of Beulah was selected to the 2023-24 Class A All-State Boys’ Basketball 2nd Team. Wick, a senior, 

finished his career with 1,157 points. (Cass County Reporter photo by Nate Coen)

Class A All-State 

Girls’ Basketball 

team announced

Team includes two Region 4 players

BY MARK WEBER

Sports Editor

The 2023-24 Class A All-

State Girls’ Basketball team 

was announced last week, 

and it included two players 

(Jessica Mogen of Watford 

City and Annabel Scheeler 

of Dickinson Trinity) from 

Region 4 teams.

Mogen was among five 

players selected to the Class 

A Girls’ Basketball All-State 

First Team, while Scheeler 

was one of five players cho-

sen to the Class A All-State 

Second Team.

Mogen, who was selected 

as the 2023-24 Region 4 

and State Class A Outstand-

ing Senior Athlete, averaged 

19.9 points, 8.7 rebounds, 

5 steals, 4 assists and 2.5 

blocked shots  per game 

this season while leading 

the Lady Wolves to a run-

ner-up finish in the Region 

4 Tournament, and a berth 

in the State Class A Tourna-

ment. She shot 49% from 

the field, and 71% from the 

free throw line. 

Scheeler, a sophomore, 

averaged 16.4 points, 4 re-

bounds, 1.7 steals and 1.6 

assists per game this season 

for Trinity. She shot a siz-

zling, 82.5% from the free 

throw line this season.

Other players on the 

Class A All-State First Team 

include senior Kylie Simp-

son (15.1 ppg., 5.1 rpg., 3.3 

spg., 3.3 apg.) of Bottineau, 

juniors Haidyn Crockett (26 

ppg., 8.2 rpg., 6 apg., 2 spg.) 

of Northern Cass, and Scout 

Woods (21 ppg., 8 rpg.) of 

Wahpeton; and  sophomore 

Addison Sage (19.6 ppg., 

3.2 apg., 2.7 rpg., 2 spg.) of 

Thompson. 

Remaining members 

of the Class A All-State 

Girls’ Basketball Second 

Team were senior Sydney 

Schwabe (11.7 ppg., 4 rpg., 

4 apg., 3.1 spg.) and sopho-

more Kya Hurst (13.4 ppg., 6 

rpg., 3.3 spg., 3 apg.), both 

of Thompson; senior Tesa 

Olson (12.5 ppg., 4.5 rpg., 

3 apg.) of Valley City, and 

junior Kyra Beckman (17.7 

ppg., 9.4 rpg., 3.2 apg., 2.5 

spg.) of Bottineau.

Jason Brend of Thompson 

was selected as the 2023-

24 Class A Girls’Basketball 

Coach of the Year.
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Cover Your Crops From 

Losses with Crop Insurance

Chat with Mark today!

701.748.3217

www.StroupInsuranceINC.com

SUBMITTED PHOTO | MERCER COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE

Emilee Bauer spent a month working on a beautiful diamond art painting of Deputy Paul Martin, 

who was killed in December. She presented the piece to the Mercer County Sheriff’s Office in honor of 

Deputy Martin. From left to right: Mindy Martin (Paul Martin’s widow), Emilee Bauer and Sheriff Terry 

Ternes.

BY DANIEL ARENS, HAZEN STAR EDITOR 

RYAN SCHLEHUBER, BEULAH BEACON 

EDITOR

Even while the family, friends and 

colleagues of Deputy Paul Martin con-

tinue to process his tragic loss last 

December, that tragedy continues to 

provide opportunities for residents and 

communities to show their respect, 

gratitude and love in return.

A striking example of this came on 

Friday, when a unique diamond art 

painting of Deputy Martin was pre-

sented to Sheriff Terry Ternes and the 

Mercer County Sheriff’s Office.

Emilee Bauer, 27, a special education 

para-professional at Beulah Elementary 

School, said she was inspired to create 

the artwork of Paul Martin as she, too, 

lost someone close to her, her father, 

DeLane, five years ago, and wanted to 

help Martin’s family with closure.

“I did this on my own free-will,” Bauer 

said. “I just wanted to give a tribute to 

the family because I know what it’s lik
e 

to try to get closure after losing a loved 

one.”
The artwork is made up of small, col-

orful rhinestones and the Paul Martin 

project took Bauer a month to finish.

“Since this whole incident happened, 

people have reached out to us,” Colo-

nel Mark Schmitt, Chief Deputy with 

the Mercer County Sheriff’s Office, said. 

“This is another way we have been 

shown support from the community.”

Schmitt said Mindy Martin, Paul Mar-

tin’s widow, contacted the department 

to let them know Bauer had done the 

project and was going to provide it to 

the department.

“I can’t even imagine how many 

hours went into that,” Schmitt said of 

his reaction on seeing the diamond art 

for the first tim
e.

“Emilee has an absolutely amazing 

talent,” Mindy said. “I was not expect-

ing such an amazing piece of art. This 

piece of art is an absolute treasure that 

is being shared with Mercer County 

and all who visit fro
m this point for-

ward. 
“To me, it shows the man that Paul 

was and that even if people in our 

community didn’t know Paul personal-

ly, he was highly respected and deeply 

loved,” she continued.

“First it w
as overwhelming,” Bauer 

said, knowing the tragic loss of Martin, 

who served the Mercer County Sheriff’s 

Department for 15 years. “But I’m glad I 

A shining tribute  

Local artist honors Deputy Martin’s life

TRIBUTE 
cont. on pg 3

BY RYAN SCHLEHUBER

BEULAH BEACON EDITOR

Tim Aichele will fill the va-

cant Ward 1 seat on Beulah 

City Council.

At a regu-

lar meeting 

Monday, 

Oct.21, with 

the backing 

of coun-

cil, Beulah 

Mayor Sean 

Cheatley 

appointed 

Aichele to 

fill the vacancy left by Dave 

Czywczynski, who stepped 

down last month owing 

to the fact he and his wife 

moved to Minnesota to be 

closer to family.

Aichele is a resident of 

Ward 1 and has been with 

his wife, Carol, since 1994, 

when the couple moved to 

town. He is currently a biolo-

gy/science teacher at Beulah 

High School, a position he’s 

held since 2016. Before that 

he was involved in insurance 

sales.
Before being appointed, 

Aichele spoke to council, 

stating he became interested 

in the position since no one 

else was stepping up.

“I call Beulah my home-

town even though I’m not 

originally from here. It feels 

like my hometown,” Aichele 

said. “I have no great agen-

da and I understand there’s 

always going to be tension 

between taxes and services.”

Aichele will serve out Czy-

wczynski’s term, which ends 

in 2026.
Aichele has been active 

within the community, cur-

rently a member of the city’s 

tree board and has been in-

volved in his church, serving 

AICHELE 

APPOINTED 

TO COUNCIL

Beulah High School 

teacher Tim Aichele 

fills Czywczynski’s city 

council seat

AICHELE            
 cont. on pg 10
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With no current lease 

and facing a building in 

Riverdale that reportedly 

needs as much as $1 mil-

lion in renovation, the 

headquarters for McLean-

Mercer Regional Library 

may be on the move. 

One possible new loca-

tion could be Beulah.

Beulah City Council, at its 

regular meeting Monday, 

Oct. 21, discussed the situ-

ation the regional library is 

facing in Riverdale, which 

needs about $1 million to 

renovate the building it is 

currently in and the city is 

seemingly not interested 

in renewing the already 

expired lease, a report 

sent in to council by Jesse 

Mann, director of Beulah 

Public Library. Mann has 

openly expressed interest 

in taking over the regional 

library and make Beulah its 

new headquarters.

Ward 1 Councilman 

Cameron Brown, speak-

ing on behalf of Mann, 

who did not attend the 

meeting, said the idea of 

Could McLean-

Mercer Regional 

Library move to 

Beulah?

Council, Public Library  

contemplate on  

acquiring organization 

with concerning  

situation in Riverdale

LIBRARY            
cont. on pg 5

tim aichele
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BY SHARON OLANDER

Next week is Thanksgiving, and many people will be 

traveling to be with family for this special holiday. If you 

are cooking for the holiday or if you are making something 

to take to the gathering, I found a couple recipes you can 

make.
The first recipe is for a sweet and salty snack mix that is 

perfect for gift giving or holiday snacking. This one is called 

Thanksgiving Blessing Mix.

The second recipe is for a moist, favorable cake that 

is perfect for impressing company at your family’s 

Thanksgiving feast. This one is called Grandma’s Cranberry 

Orange Cake. The baker of this recipe comments “This 

recipe has been in my family for ages, and I make it every 

year to wide acclaim.”

Thanksgiving Blessing Mix

2 cups bugles

2 cups mini pretzels

1 cup salted peanuts or cashews or sunflower seeds

1 cup M&M’s

1 cup candy corn

1 cup craisins or raisins

In a large bowl combine the bugles, pretzels, peanuts, 

M&M’s, candy corn and craisins.

Store in a covered container for up to one month.

NOTES: For caramel coating, try adding this caramel 

coating on top.

Combine bugles, pretzels, Chex and peanuts in a bowl.

Melt one-half cup butter and one-half cup brown sugar in 

a microwave safe bowl. Stir in one tablespoon vanilla. Pour 

over the Chex mix.

Place on a baking sheet and bake at 275 degrees F for 

15-20 minutes. Once slightly cooled, mix in candy corn, 

M&M’s and craisins.

Grandma’s Cranberry Orange Cake

2 1 / 4 cups all-purpose flour

1 teaspoon baking soda

1 teaspoon baking powder

1 / 4 teaspoon salt

1 cup white sugar

1 / 3 cup orange juice

2 eggs
1 cup buttermilk

2 tablespoons cranberry-flavored liqueur

3 / 4 cup vegetable oil

1 cup chopped dates

1 cup fresh cranberries

2 tablespoons grated orange zest

1 cup orange juice

3 / 4 cup white sugar

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). 

Grease and flour a 10-inch tube pan. Sift together the flour, 

baking soda, baking powder and salt; set aside.

In a large bowl, mix together one cup white sugar, one-

third cup of orange juice, eggs, buttermilk, cranberry 

liqueur, and vegetable oil using an electric mixer. Add the 

dry ingredients and mix just until well moistened. Fold in 

the chopped dates, cranberries and orange zest. Pour the 

batter into the prepared pan and spread evenly.

Bake for one hour in the preheated oven, or until a knife 

inserted into the crown of the cake comes out clean. Let 

the cake cool in the pan set over a wire rack for 15 to 20 

minutes.
Remove the cake from the pan and place on a serving 

plate. In a small saucepan, stir to
gether one cup of orange

juice and three-fourths cup of white sugar. Bring to a boil, 

stirring until the sugar has dissolved. Use a turkey baster 

or large spoon to drizzle the sauce over the cake. Poke the 

cake with a fork or skewer to help it absorb all of the sauce, 

or until the cake is thoroughly moistened.

I’m grateful for a lot of 

things, and a lot of those 

things are library-adjacent. 

Some of you may have 

seen and heard of our 

efforts to acquire a new 

building for the library. 

And it is true that we’re 

outgrowing our current 

space rapidly. Given a 

new building, we’d have 

the chance to expand not 

only our book collection, 

but also the variety of 

other items we offer, as 

well as the services we can 

provide the community. 

But with that said, we 

have SO much to be 

grateful for this year. 

The first of our projects 

this year began the week 

of Jan. 8 when we were 

closed for a multi-day 

renovation project that 

had been months in the 

making. Between Monday 

and Wednesday, that week 

we moved old shelves 

out and new shelves in, 

shuffled books around, 

had missing portions 

of the carpet filled in, 

and yes, moved even 

more books. The result 

was an updated, more 

comfortable and more 

open library space that 

had been sorely needed 

for a while. 

In the spring, we 

launched our free 

community seed library, 

where anyone is welcome 

to “check out” a packet 

of seeds and plant them 

in their own garden, with 

the hope that they’ll save 

some of the seeds from 

their harvest and bring 

them back to the library 

to share with even more 

people. 
The week of May 20, 

the library was closed for 

several days once again 

while we had beautiful 

new carpet installed, just a 

few short days before the 

Summer Reading Program 

registration began. 

Over June and July, the 

library held, by my count, 

18 events, which is about 

seven more than we held 

in summer 2023. 

And finally, just a few 

weeks ago, we were able 

to have posts installed 

for our new “Story Trail” 

in Riverside Park, where 

community members can 

read a children’s story as 

they walk a loop around 

the park. Our first book 

is up on the stands and 

available for anyone to 

enjoy. 
Now, with the possibility 

of merging with the 

McLean-Mercer Regional 

Library under discussion, 

and the library director’s 

continued efforts to find 

a suitable, new building 

for our library, I’m looking 

forward to the future. 

But I’m also so 

incredibly grateful for 

all the ways we’ve been 

able to grow this year, for 

all the goals we’ve met, 

events we’ve offered, 

people we’ve helped. 

I’ve only worked at the 

library for a very short 

time in its 93-year history, 

but I think I can still safely 

say that this has been one 

of our best years yet. 

Thank you, thank 

you, thank you all for 

supporting your local 

library. It makes a 

difference. It makes these 

milestones and upgrades 

possible. 

I am so grateful to you. 

Katelyn Dunkley is a 

former Beulah Beacon 

reporter and is an 

executive assistant at 

Beulah Public Library.

BY DANIEL ARENS

HAZEN STAR

It is not a topic that people like to talk 

about a lot, certainly not openly.

Next month, however, a special training 

will provide a place where people can talk 

about the realities of depression and suicide, 

while equipping those who attend with tools 

to help recognize suicidal warning signs and 

intervention skills.

Craig Askim with Mercer County Extension 

will be the instructor for the QPR Gatekeeper 

Training event on Wednesday, Dec. 11 at 

Hazen City Hall. The training will be from 1 to 

3 p.m. Central Standard Time.

“This is a new program I am taking part in,” 

Askim said. “I just got certified with this.”

Askim said the training addresses mental 

health issues, adding it is not limited to 

agriculture but extends to any kind of 

occupation.

“It is fo
r anyone to recognize if there is any 

possibility of suicide or maybe mental health 

concerns,” he said. “The goal is to identify the 

signs of that to be able to help others.”

Askim said there is a lot of stigma people 

suffering from depression and suicidal 

thoughts but added that it is a
n illness, and 

he hopes people are able to speak about it 

openly.
“Hopefully, this can empower people and 

give them the skills to help,” he said. “Maybe 

even to save a life.”

QPR Institute’s mission is to save lives 

and reduce suicidal behaviors by providing 

innovative, practical and proven suicide 

prevention training. QPR gatekeepers are 

people in a position to recognize a crisis and 

the warning signs that someone may be 

contemplating suicide. The training allows 

attendees to become gatekeepers.

“It’s a dark subject and we are trying 

to shed a light on it and bridge the gap,” 

Askim said. “You aren’t going to become a 

certified counsellor or anything. You will get 

a certificate for going to the training, and 

you will be a gatekeeper, but you won’t be 

carrying a license.”

Askim said the training is limited to about 

20 people, who can contact him at 701-873-

5195. He said you can learn more about the 

QPR Gatekeeper program by visiting the QPR 

Institute website, as well.

“We want to get really in-depth and talk 

about touchy and emotional issues in a safe 

environment with limited people,” he said. 

“It is a safe place for people to come and 

express themselves.”

Askim said that, having just become 

certified himself with QPR, this is a new event 

for the county.

“We’re just going to give it a shot and see 

how it goes,” he added.

According to a brochure about Gatekeeper 

Training, certified QPR gatekeepers will learn 

to recognize the warning signs of suicide, 

increase awareness of stigma and understand 

suicide as a public health issue, know how 

to offer hope, know how to access local and 

national referral resources and know how to 

get help and save a life.

New training helps to recognize warning 

signs with suicide

Thanks for readingFROM THE LIBRARY

By Katelyn Dunkley 

 Page 8 • Thursday, December 5, 2024 
Beulah Beacon 

Email: beacon@centralnordak.com

BY RYAN SCHLEHUBERBEULAH BEACON EDITOR
For the Beulah High School varsity vol-leyball team, it was almost inevitable that the 2024 season would be a rebuilding year, which it was. But the work put in and the bonds made have laid the foundation for its first-year head coach, hopefully for years to come.

The Miners, who lost eight players (two of them All-State) to graduation last year, had no returning starters. New Miners Head Coach Jenna Voegele, who took over for Bri-an Filibeck after he stepped down at the end of last season, had a daunting task of shap-ing her six returning players into starters and filling the rest of the roster with sophomores and freshmen. 
The Miners finished 5-17 overall and 5-7 in their region.
“Having a young team means we had to rebuild and figure out what rotations work best and who fits best at what position,” Voegele said. “We started off inconsistent and played around with rotations until we found what worked best and that was around mid-October. We looked our best and the team seemed to build from there with skills and confidence.”

Though winning this year was not as big of a priority as building for the next few years, Voegele said her team fell short of its goal to finish top four in the region. What she learned as a coach this past season, was valu-able knowledge going forward.“I learned a lot about what it takes to rebuild a team,” she said. “There were ups and downs, but I learned to keep grinding through it all and trust myself and my team that we will be successful.”It was a lesson she hopes has resonated with her players, too. One such player was team setter Eden Barbot, one of six seniors who helped Voegele develop the young team.
“One of our struggles was having to playwith a whole new group of girls on the court,”Barbot said. “We took the risk of pulling upunderclassmen onto the varsity, which wasincredibly fun but sometimes difficult to ad-just.”

One of the team’s strengths, however, ac-cording to Barbot, was the grit each playershowed and not giving up, despite the lack ofexperience and winning games.“I believe that more playing time with aconsistent rotation will allow the girls to learnfrom each other to be more successful,” Bar-bot said.
Barbot’s statement rang true to whatVoegele had been teaching her players allseason.
“Before the season started, I said to trustthe process,” Voegele said. “I think this holdstrue into next year and beyond. My team’shard work and willingness to learn paid offas we became more competitive as the sea-son progressed. Both coaches and athletescontinued to learn all season and I feel wherewe ended is a positive start to our continuedgrowth next year.”With two juniors expecting to return asseniors next year – Addison Dale-Geiger andKhoen McKay – Voegele will have at least twoupperclassmen that will have the seasonedexperience of leading a team and learningher system. She praised this year’s squad ofseniors as they stepped up and filled what-ever roles she needed covered.“I’m proud of our seniors and their versatil-ity,” she said. “As a coaching staff, we expectall players to play wherever they are needed.

‘TRUST THE PROCESS’Beulah’s first-year head coach layingfoundation for young team, program

SUBMITTED PHOTOS | JENNA VOEGELEThe 2024 Beulah varsity volleyball team faced much adversity this season, with very little returning players, a new head coach and many underclassmen filling in crucial roles. However, the team bonded well and created a good foundation for the next season. “When I was an underclassman, I looked up to the seniors so much,” said senior setter Eden Barbot. “It has been an honor to be able to spend my senior season with such a special group of girls.” 

This year’s Miners varsity volleyball team consisted of six seniors, two juniors and many sophomores and freshmen, who first-year Head Coach Jenna Voegele said will play a key part in next season’s run. “I feel our younger classman made big improvements throughout the season,” she said. “A lot of our roster had little to no experience playing at this level. They had to learn very quickly to adapt to the pace of the 
game.”

This group did just that. They also came inwith a hard work ethic, positive attitude andwere helpful towards our younger athletes. Iam grateful to have had the opportunity tocoach them and will miss them all.”Barbot’s favorite part of the season wasbonding with her teammates, her fellowclassmates that she calls “sisters,” and heryounger teammates, having the opportunityto be a mentor to them.“When I was an underclassman, I looked upto the seniors so much,” Barbot said. “It hasbeen an honor to be able to spend my seniorseason with such a special group of girls. Asfor my senior teammates, they are like thesisters I never had. I couldn’t have stuck withit without them.”With several players expected to returnwith a year of experience under her tutelage,Voegele is planning next year’s goals already.She said one goal is to improve the team’sseeding, once again holding out expectationsto finish in the top four in the region.“We will have to work hard, but I would liketo see us in the top four,” she said. “We needto continue refining our offense and defenseto prepare for returning and new teams wewill play in our new region as we will be ad-justing to the new three-class system.”

COMPILED BY RYAN SCHLEHUBER
The city of Beulah Police Department received a total of 286 calls for service during the month of October The data, according to de-partment, represents calls of service with at least one veri-fied offense. It is an analysis of offenses reported to po-lice, and not a representation of actual crime. The most verified offense/calls were for 9-1-1 calls with 28, followed by speeding, with 20, and citizen assist with 16. 

The other offenses/calls are as followed:
12: Fingerprinting12: Seat belt violation12: Speeding (warning only)11: Suspicious person/vehicle/activity11: Equipment – headlight/ tail light out (warning only)10: Information10: School safety check9: Welfare check8: Medical assist7: K-9 narcotics7: Expired registration6: Follow-up6: Disregard stop sign (warning only)6: Care required (warning only)5: Juvenile

5: Paper service5: Unlock car door5: Assist other agency5: Failure to display current reg-istration or tabs (warning only)5: Disregard stop sign5: Use of electronic communica-tion device while driving4: Ambulance request4: Lost property4: Civil standby4: Drove without liability insur-ance
4: Verbal warning3: Gas drive-off3: Destruction/ damage/ van-dalism of property/ criminalmischief3: Drug/narcotic violations3: Dog at large (warning or re-turn of animal)

3: Fire call3: Release of property3: Escort – money, funeral3: Escort – person, vehicle3: Parking complaint3: Obstructed plates3: Drove without license/ licenseexpired3: Driving without headlightswhen required2: Person removal2: Harassing phone call/ letter/electronic communication2: Shoplifting2: False fire alarm2: Domestic dispute(non-physical contact)2: Health and safety

2: Found property2: Lost animal
2: Proper

2: Traffic hazard2: Driving with suspendedlicense
2: Person removed2: Traffic violation2: License plates not displayed2: Failure to use turn signal2: Prohibited parking (warningonly)2: Failure to display currentregistration2: Modification of motor vehicle(warning)2: 48-hour parking notice1: Simple harassment1: Harassment1: Extortion/ blackmail1: Theft from building1: All other larceny-theft1: Construction fraud – deception1: Identity theft1: Drug equipment violations1: Animal abandonment1: Dumping garbage (warningonly)1: Unlawful to accumulate junk,junk vehicles, trash and rubbish(warning)1: Transport of prisoner1: Alarm Calls1: Animal call, other (warning orreturning of animal)1: Cattle/livestock at large (warn-ing or returning animal only)1: Door found open1: Mental health1: Suicidal subject (used for ver-bal signs)1: Recovered for other jurisdiction

1: Bar check
1: Direct traffic1: Impound – vehicle 1: Motorist assist1: Local warrant1: Drunkenness (detox)1: Criminal trespass1: MIP: tobacco1: Nuisance scam calls/ emails1: Dog at large (arrest only)1: Unlicensed dog (arrest only)1: Unlawful to store oraccumulate junk1: Registration of sex1: City ordinance1: Security check1: Civil paper

1: Civil dispute1: Failure to yield1: Failure to register motor vehicle1: Speeding in school zone1: Care required1: No headlights or rear lights1: Passing where prohibited1: No driver’s license in posses-sion1: Violation of driver’s licenserestrictions
1: Extra patrol1: 24-7 sobriety programenrollment1: Failure to yield right of way(warning only)1: Failure to register motorvehicle (warning only)1: Tinted windows1: Right of way for emergencyvehicles1: Child restraint system

Beulah Police Department calls for service report for October

Don’t Forget About the 40% Tax Credit!When you give $5,000 or more to a qualified ND endowment fund, you receive a 40% CREDIT on your state income tax!  Contact NDCF for more info. www.NDCF.net | 701-222-8349
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BY ELIPLACKE4-H CLUBREPORTER
Officer elections 

were held at the Lucky 
Valley 4-H Meeting on 
Oct 20th at the Beulah 
Civic Center.  These of-
ficers will serve for the 
2024-2025 period.  Kaylee 
Tognarelli will continue to 
be our President.  Dylan 
Blackhurst will be our 
Vice-President.  Secretary 
is Aspen Helm.  Daniel 
Blackhurst is our Treasur-
er.  Reporter is Eli Placke 
and Historian is Waylon 
Ruffo.  The Tognarellis 
hosted this month and 
they demonstrated cake/

cookie decoration by 
making fruit pizza us-
ing sugar cookies, frost-
ing, fruit, and cereal.  We 
ended our meeting with 
clean-up and dodgeball.  
We look forward to an-
other fun year.  The Lucky Valley 4-H 

Club meeting was held 
on Sunday, Nov 17th at 
the Beulah Civic Center.  
Demonstrations were 
given by Reagan, Leah, 
and Westley Beckler on 
how to make clay, how 
to make a bath soak, and 
how to make a Jack-O-
Lantern.  Snacks were also 
served by the Becklers 
and we played Boys vs. 
Girls dodgeball.  It was a 
fun meeting.

LUCKY VALLEY 4-H CLUB REPORT

The current plan states that it is up

to the property owners to clear snow

from their driveways and mailboxes and,

according to Ordinance No. 371, persons

or entities shall be restricted from

throwing or blowing snow in any manner

onto the street or alley within city limits.

With private property snow removal

within city limits, snow cannot be hauled,

moved or dumped on any city-owned

property unless prior permission was

granted by the city.
City attorney Scott Solem explained

an ordinance for Main Street was put

in place after a resident complained a

business owner blew snow onto her car

with a snowblower, which led to business

owners having to push or shovel snow

in front of their businesses to the street.

Now, with wider sidewalks, Solem and

council agreed the ordinance needs to

be amended to include “some common

sense” to allow business owners to

perhaps use snowblowers and other

equipment when there is heavy snowfall.

Council discussed whether amendments

should point out a specific amount

of snow that would require the 22

businesses along Main Street to remove

within 24 hours, however, Solem pointed

out even a dusting of snow could result

in slippery conditions.
He then suggested sending out letters

to these businesses when snow should

be removed, however, Police Chief Frank

Senn said that would produce slow

results.“Put a sticker on it, with the business

name, date or time, have law enforcement

deliver it, attach it to door or window,”

Senn suggested. “If you talk about letters,

it’s cumbersome and it slows it down to

a crawl, literally. What could take five

minutes to walk up and tell a business,

now we’re waiting a couple days for them

to get a letter mailed to them.”

Senn suggested to change the wording

in the amendment to say the city will

send out a notice instead of a letter.

Council also discussed one letter could

be sent to the businesses before the

winter season, providing them with the

regulations and informing them that

businesses not keeping up with cleaning

its sidewalk areas will be given a letter

warning them police will enforce any

violations that could result in a fine or

citation.Another item that council felt

should be addressed in the ordinance 

amendment are bonds for all hired 

contractors to remove snow for a 

business. City Economic Development 

Director Beaver Brinkman said there are 

a variety of bonds, however, currently 

only contractors dealing with sewage and 

water on public property have to have a 

licensed bond. Solem pointed out to keep in mind, 

with the bond issue as well as other ideas 

for amendments to the ordinance that 

there is also the issue of enforcing them.

“It’s not as simple as just writing an

ordinance,” he said. “Enforcement can be

a challenge, as well. We need to figure

out how to do that practically, as well.”

Council agreed to table the discussion.

Solem said, in the meantime, each

councilman can bring suggestions to him

so he can write up a draft of amendments

for council to review.
The current plan points out the

following:Emergency routes are as follows:

* 7th St. from County Road 21 to ND

Highway 49* Central Ave. N from Railroad Street to

22nd St. N.* Lift Station No. 3 on 2nd Ave. SE to

Beacon Lane on County Road 21

* 16th St. from County Road 21 to

Highway 49* Railroad Street from Central Ave. to

Highway 49* County Road 21 at Beacon Lane to

Ambulance Bay on Parkway Drive

Priority routes are as follows:

* Lorraines Addition – 1st St. from

Highway 49 to Renee Drive to 2nd St. to

Highway 49* Front Street from 2nd Ave. SE to

Highway 49* Chaffee Row from East County Road to

2nd Ave. SE* Beacon Lane* County Road 21 to 16th St. NE

* 19th St. from 6th Ave. NE to Highway 49

* 22nd St. from 6th Ave. NE to Highway

49
* 6th Ave. NE from 16th St. NE to 22nd St.

NE
* 12th St. from Central Avenue to

Highway 49* Parkway Drive from Ambulance Bay to

10th St. NE* Cypress Drive from Beacon Lane to 10th

St. NE* 10th St. NE from County Road 21 to

Beacon Lane* 7th St. from 12th Ave. NE to County

Road 21* Central Ave. S. from Water Plant to

Front Street* 2nd St. NW from Central Ave. to

Highway 49According to the city plan, snow

removal will not start until after the

main snowfall is done or winds have

diminished, unless an emergency arises.

Also, “major collector routes” will be

opened first, followed by all other streets

and avenues as needed, which will allow

for residence and business service.

Once the storm has subsided and all

streets have been cleared, city workers

will then haul snow form the central

business district and other “windrowed

areas.” A sand truck will be dispatched as

conditions warrant and will respond to

calls from the Buelah Police Department

and Public Works foreman.

SNOW REMOVAL

Cont from Page 1

SUBMITTED PHOTO | BEULAH CVB

Brady Torgerson of Black Sands Golf Course of Beulah received a 

$6,000 grant from the Beulah Convention and Visitors Bureau Nov. 25. 

Torgerson said the money will go towards the purchase of two Finn 
Electric golf scooters. 

BLACK SANDS RECEIVES 
CVB GRANT
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or  email kelsey@centralnordak.com to learn more! 

Are you tired of sitting in your office all day?
Are you tired of working weekends?

Do you want to earn what you are worth?
Do you strive on helping others to succeed?

Skills needed:
☑Self-Motivated☑ Responsible

☑Outgoing Personality☑Problem Solver
☑Proficient Use of Technology ☑Organized

☑Customer Oriented☑Trustworthy
☑ Work With Minimal Supervision

Benefits We offer:
☑ 401K ☑Aflac Program

☑Competitive Pay 
☑Flexible Schedule

☑ Monday-Friday Work Week
☑Health, Vision, & Dental Insurance 

You Could Be Our New 
Sales & Marketing

Assisant!


