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NORTH DAKOTA OUTDOORS

The Importance Of Fish Hatcheries In North Dakota
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Fast forward to 2024 and one of the two
hatcheries — Garrison Dam National Fish
Hatchery — produced a record of nearly 12
million walleye fingerlings that were re-
leased in about 180 lakes across the state.

While there is some natural reproduc-
tion going on in North Dakota waters, you
could speculate that maybe half of the
walleyes caught by anglers over time origi-
nated in the hatchery, further solidifying its
significance to meeting the expectations
of walleye anglers across the state and be-
yond.

“Even if you were to say half — half that
are naturally produced and half came from
the hatchery — that’s still a crazy contribu-
tion from this hatchery,” said Jerry Weigel,
Department production/development
section supervisor, who, along with other
Game and Fish personnel, have for years
driven about 1,000 miles for every million
fingerlings stocked.

Fish Hatchery.
Even now | don't think | fully appreciated
what was right in our own backyard. | know
back then | certainly didn't.

What | did know is that | loved to fish.
| was fascinated by the hatchery setting
along the Sheyenne River downstream
from Lake Ashtabula and Baldhill Dam. We
peeked behind the scenes of biologists and
fisheries managers working to grow the
next population of pike, walleye and perch
for North Dakota.

A short time later | was working a cou-
ple different temporary summer positions
based out of the same fish hatchery. My
fascination and education made me bet-
ter appreciate the role this hatchery played
when the rains came, ending the years-
long drought and welcomed the birth of
the “good old days” of fishing in North Da-
kota right before my eyes.

| marveled as the trucks rolled in and
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hatchery.

In his 28 years of focusing his efforts on
producing walleyes at Garrison Dam, Jerry
Tishmack, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service fish-
eries biologist, has raised about 245 million
fingerlings, which is equal to 40-plus tons.

eye fingerlings this year alone, Tishmack
understands the value that has across a
state where walleye is king.

“Think about the economic impact of
that. In all reality, the money it does cost
the government, federal and state, to raise

out, picking up fingerlings and fry destined
for old standbys and some of the up-and-
coming fisheries.

A couple years later my station in Kulm
saw me actually playing softball on Dia-
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With 430-plus managed waters on North
Dakota’s landscape the request from Game
and Fish to raise more and more walleyes
keeps increasing, giving hatchery person-
nel a reason to max out the capacity at the
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During Tishmack’s tenure, more walleye
fingerlings have been raised and shipped
out of the hatchery near Riverdale than any
state or province in North America. Know-
ing that 180 waters were stocked with wall-

these 12 million fish to stock in 180 lakes,
the economic impact is so much greater,”
he said.

Learn more here from Ron Wilson’s story
free in North Dakota Outdoors magazine.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Issued by
HOPE-PAGE PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT #85

Notice is hereby given that the Hope-Page Public School
District No. 85 is selling real property “as is” available
for purchase through sealed bidding. The real property
to be sold includes all of the School District’s right, title
and interest in the buildings and land located at the fol-
lowing address:

401 Bates Avenue
Hope, ND 58046

Interested parties may submit a qualified bid by deliver-
ing a sealed envelope conspicuously labeled “Sealed Bid
— House Sale” containing a cashier’s check made pay-
able to “Hope-Page Public School District” in the amount
of the bid. Bids must be hand delivered or mailed to the
Hope-Page Public School District, 740 7™ St SE, Hope,
ND 58046 and must be received no later than 6:00 p.m.
on April 9, 2025 at which time the bids will be publicly
opened and read aloud. Any bids that do not comply with
the foregoing may, at the District's sole discretion, be
rejected and returned to the bidder. Any bids that are not
accepted by the District shall be returned to the bidder.

Upon the District’s acceptance of a bid, the date of the
closing of the sale, delivery of possession of the real
property, and delivery of a quit claim deed from the
District shall be negotiated with the District; provided,
however, such closing shall occur no later than July 15
2025.

The District will make the property available for all in-
spections and tests upon reasonable notice of an in-
terested party. Interested parties are advised by the
District to obtain inspections and investigate the prop-
erty, and that hazardous substances may be present
on the property. By submitting a bid, each bidder war-
rants, acknowledges, and represents that the bidder has
made all relevant inquiries regarding the property, the
condition of the property, and presence of hazardous
substances. By submitting a bid, each bidder further
warrants, acknowledges, and represents that the bid-
der has consulted with government agencies, lenders,
insurance agents, architects, and/or other appropriate
persons and entities concerning the use of the property
and the surrounding areas under applicable building,
zoning, fire, health, and safety codes, and for evalua-
tion of potential hazards. Interested parties shall keep
the property free and clear of liens, shall indemnify and

hold the District and its agents harmless from all liability,
claims, demands, damages, and costs, and shall repair
all damages arising from the inspections and tests. The
inspection period is the interested party’s sole opportu-
nity to discover any existing defects prior to submitting
a bid for the purchase of the property. By submitting
a bid, each bidder releases the District and its agents
from and against all liability, claims, demands, damages,
and costs arising out of or relating to the condition of
the property. By submitting a bid, each bidder accepts
any and all buildings, structures, improvements, and
personal property located on the property AS IS, WHERE
IS, WITH ALL FAULTS AND DEFECTS. The District makes
no warranties or representations, express or implied, as
to the condition of the property. By submitting a bid,
each bidder acknowledges that the bidder has had an
opportunity to inspect the property, and has found the
property suitable for bidder’s intended purposes. FUR-
THER, DISTRICT DISCLAIMS ANY IMPLIED WARRANTIES
WITH RESPECT TO THE PROPERTY. IT IS SPECIFICALLY
AGREED THAT THE PROPERTY SOLD HEREUNDER IS
SOLD WITHOUT ANY WARRANTY OF MERCHANTABILITY.
THE DISTRICT DISCLAIMS ANY WARRANTY OF FITNESS
FOR ANY PARTICULAR PURPOSE WHATSOEVER WITH RE-
SPECT TO THE PROPERTY BEING SOLD, AND THERE ARE
NO WARRANTIES THAT EXTEND BEYOND THE DESCRIP-
TION IN THIS ADVERTISEMENT.

Questions should be directed to Dr. lan Grande,
School District Superintendent, at ian.grande@
ki12.nd.us. All costs related to the submittal of a
bid shall be the responsibility of the bidder.

The District reserves the right to reject any and all bids
or portions thereof, to waive informalities or irregular-
ities in a bid received, to hold bids for a period of 30
days, and to accept that bid which appears to be in the
best interests of the District. The District shall incur no
legal liability or obligation until a contract is awarded and
approved by the appropriate authorities.

Hope-Page Public School District #85
Dr. lan Grande, Superintendent
Dated: 2/20/2025
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