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North Dakota outdoors: : The current status of bighorn
sheep in North Dakota

By Doug Leier

Without fail, when | think about
bighorn sheep in North Dakota, big
game biologist Brett Weidmann pops
into my head. For good reason. Brett
is the Game and Fish Department’s
bighorn guru and has forgotten more
about bighorn sheep than I'll ever
know. Brett is one of those guys |
like to say is “living and working,”
actually doing what many young

kids dream of. While he spends his
share of time behind the screen and
in the office, his work puts him into
the old-fashioned role of a biologist.
Monitoring, studying, researching
and learning about one of North
Dakota’s smallest populations

but highest interest species.

Here’s what we do know about
the 2025 status of bighorn
sheep in North Dakota

The latest numbers of North Dakota
Game and Fish Department’s 2024
bighorn sheep survey, completed
by recounting lambs in March,
revealed a minimum of 350
bighorn sheep in the grasslands

of western North Dakota, down

4% from 2023 and 6% above the
five-year average. Despite a slight
decrease from the record count in
2023, the 2024 survey was still the
second highest count on record.

Altogether, biologists counted 105
rams, 199 ewes and 46 lambs.

Not included are approximately 40
bighorn sheep in the North Unit of
Theodore Roosevelt National Park
and bighorns introduced to the Fort
Berthold Indian Reservation in 2020.

Brett was pleased to see
the population remained
near record levels for the
seventh consecutive year.
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Currently, about 480 bighorns make up the populations managed by the North
Dakota Game and Fish Department, National Park Service and the Three
Affiliated Tribes Fish and Wildlife Division. Photo by Ashley Peterson.

The northern badlands population
declined by 4% from 2023 but was
the second highest count on record.
The southern badlands population
increased slightly but remained
near its lowest level since bighorns
were reintroduced there in 1966.

“We were encouraged to see adult
rams and adult ewes near record
numbers,” Brett said. “The streak
of four consecutive record counts
was broken due to below-average
lamb recruitment in 2024, as
lambs recruited into the population
declined 21% compared to 2023.”

Brett said the decline in lamb
recruitment was likely not related
to disease, but a combination

of drought, predation and ewes
recovering after several years

of high lamb recruitment.

“Our state’s females have invested
a lot of energy in rearing lambs
the last four years, so sometimes
they just need to take a break

and concentrate on improving
body condition,” he said.

Department biologists count
and classify all bighorn sheep in
late summer, and then recount
lambs the following March, as
they approach one year of age,
to determine recruitment.

Currently, about 480 bighorns
make up the populations managed
by the North Dakota Game and
Fish Department, National Park
Service and the Three Affiliated
Tribes Fish and Wildlife Division,
just shy of the benchmark of

500 bighorns in the state.

A bighorn sheep hunting season
is tentatively scheduled for 2025.
The status of the season will be
determined Sept. 1, following the
summer population survey.

Game and Fish issued seven

licenses in 2024, and all hunters
were successful in harvesting a ram.

A brief history of bighorn
sheep in North Dakota

Bighorn sheep were first recorded
by the Lewis and Clark expedition in
1805 along the Yellowstone River
in what is now North Dakota.

Later, John J. Audubon wrote

about bighorn sheep and the
frustrations of trying to hunt these
rams in the 1840s. Theodore
Roosevelt also hunted the badlands
for bighorn sheep during his

time spent in North Dakota.

From Roosevelt’s time in the 1880s,
to the first decade of the 1900s,
bighorn sheep in North Dakota

did not fare so well. Nor did any

of the other big game species

that inhabited the state. Bison,
moose, elk and bighorn sheep
were extirpated from the North
Dakota landscape. White-tailed
deer, mule deer and pronghorn
numbers declined to a point where
they faced an unknown future.

Nearly a half century after their
extirpation from the state, bighorn
sheep were reintroduced to North
Dakota’s badlands with stock from
British Columbia. In 1905, the last
reported bighorn sheep was Killed
near Grassy Butte. North Dakota
did not have any wild sheep from
that time until the mid-1950s, when
state Game and Fish Department
biologists transplanted bighorns
from British Columbia to an area
southwest of Grassy Butte.

It took another 20 years or so before
the sheep population, through
natural reproduction and further
in-state and out-of-state transplants,
expanded to the point where

the Game and Fish Department
could open a hunting season.

Age 55+ workers needed for
part time light custodial work
at Lake Bronson State Park
in Minnesota.

Apply online at
www.greenviewmn.com or call Green
View at 651-639-1913

Dakota Gardener: Fresh garden
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tomatoes

By Carrie Knutson,
Horticulture agent,
NDSU Extension

| think there is
nothing better than

a fresh tomato from
the garden. This is
one statement that |
find most gardeners
will not argue about.
Generally, gardeners
will go above and
beyond to ensure they
can harvest a plentiful
tomato crop. So, how
do we get the most
out of our tomatoes?

You can use cages or
a fence and a string
trellis system to support [&&

the tomato plant and

hold the vines off the ground. | use
tomato cages, which | set up after

| plant. However, tomato cages can
have a bad reputation. They tend

to fall over during storms or as
tomatoes ripen later in the summer.

One trick to stop that from happening
is to use two short fencing posts

to support the cages. Simply place
the tomato cage, then put the posts
in the ground at an equal distance
around the cage and zip-tie the cage
to the posts. It takes a bit more work
to set up, but the results are worth
it—no more tipped-over tomatoes.

Remember to prune your tomatoes.
Tomatoes will grow secondary
stems or shoots between leaves
and the main stem. Depending

on your needs and the type of
tomato you are growing, you

can prune one or the secondary
stems out or leave them all.

If you leave the secondary stems,
you will have more vines for fruit
production. Just make sure your
support system can handle the
additional weight. | tend to remove
the first secondary stems on my
determinate tomatoes and let
the rest grow. Secondary stems
can be removed when they are
about the size of a pencil and
the leaves are dry. A sharp pair
of scissors or pruners should be
used to remove them to avoid
damaging the main stem.

As your tomatoes grow, you can
remove a couple of the bottom
leaves to promote air movement
and help prevent the spread of

To get the most out of your tomato
plants, NDSU Extension shares some
helpful gardening tips. NDSU photo

the spread of soil-borne diseases.
Examples of mulch are clean straw,
compost, grass clippings or leaves.
Just make sure that anything you
use is free of any herbicides.

Be sure to leave space around the
stems of your plants when using
mulch. You don’t want to put mulch
up to the base of the plant, as this
could cause mold issues in the stem.

The mulch also helps suppress
weeds and keeps the moisture

at a constant level. Blossom

end rot can be a major issue on
tomatoes early in the season. It is
caused by a calcium deficiency in
the plant. Often, we have enough
calcium in the soil, but due to
fluctuations in soil moisture, it
cannot be taken up by the plant.

Try not to work with tomato plants
when they are wet. This will help
reduce the spread of certain
diseases. When watering, water the
roots and soil, not the leaves. If you
use an overhead sprinkler, water
early in the morning. Watering in
the morning reduces the chances
of disease development.

Last, make sure to look at your
plants at least every few days.
Check in with them and look for
any potential problems so that
you have time to troubleshoot
before you lose tomatoes.

Happy gardening!

disease. Mulch will also help reduce
where
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Help wanted in Drayton, 2-3
hours a week for yard weeding

and trimming, no mowing. Call
Beverly at 701-454-6294.

HELP WANTED

JOIN THE MCLEAN COUNTY TEAM
as a Deputy Sheriff! Serve with
honor, protect the community,

and make a real difference.

Apply now to start your rewarding
career in law enforcement! For
more information regarding

this position visit http://www.
mcleancountynd.gov/employment/.

YOU CAN PLACE a 25-word
classified ad—like this one—in
every North Dakota newspaper
for only $160. It's easy. Contact
this newspaper for details.

SERVICES FOR HIRE

PEST CONTROL: PROTECT YOUR
HOME from pests safely and
affordably. Roaches, Bed Bugs,
Rodent, Termite, Spiders and other
pests. Locally owned and affordable.
Call for service or an inspection

today! 833-406-0253 Have zip code
of property ready when calling!

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices
- No payments for 18 months!
Lifetime warranty & professional
installs. Senior & Military Discounts
available. Call: 1-833-787-0317

FARMLAND

WANTED TO PURCHASE OR RENT
farmland in the Drayton, St.
Thomas, Oakwood area. Call Andy
Grzadzieleski at 701-360-3351.

ND FARM LAND Values surge
upward. Are you selling or
renting? Pifer’s Auction and
Farm Land Management. Bob
Pifer 701-371-8538. Kevin Pifer
701.238.5810. Free valuation.

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call
today to schedule a FREE in-home
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring.
Call Today! 1-833-641-6785

WE BUY VINTAGE GUITAR’S!
Looking for 1920-1980 Gibson,
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone,
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D’Angelico,
Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins
/ Banjos. 1-833-641-7066

CA$H PAID FOR HIGH-END MEN’S
SPORT WATCHES! Rolex, Breitling,
Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer,
Daytona, GMT, Submariner and
Speedmaster. These brands

only! Call 1-833-641-6634

LOOKING FOR THE most complete
listing of ND Media? ND Media
Guide. Only $30! Call 701-223-
6397, ND Newspaper Association.

AUTOS WANTED

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to fund
the SEARCH FOR MISSING
CHILDREN. FAST FREE PICKUP.
24 hour response. Running or
not. Maximum Tax Deduction
and No Emission Test Required!
Call 24/7: 1-833-545-0694

HEALTH/MEDICAL/
MISCELLANEOUS

STOP OVERPAYING FOR HEALTH
INSURANCE! A recent study shows
that a majority of people struggle
to pay for health coverage. Let

us show you how much you can
save. Call Now for a no-obligation
quote: 1-833-443-2792. You will
need to have your zip code to
connect to the right provider!

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00! 100% guaranteed.
CALL NOW! 1-833-641-3417

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT? Don’t
Accept the insurance company’s
first offer. Many injured parties
are entitled to cash settlements in
the $1000’s. Get a free evaluation
to see what your case is really
worth. 100% Free Evaluation.

Call Now: 1-833-442-3440.

DON’'T PAY FOR COVERED HOME
REPAIRS AGAIN! Our home warranty
covers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND
APPLIANCES. We stand by our
service and if we can't fix it, we’ll
replace it! Pick the plan that fits
your budget! Call: 1-833-441-3591

HAVE a news release or other
information that needs to reach all
ND newspapers? ND Newspaper
Association can help! One call
does it all. 701-223-6397.




