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North Dakota outdoors: The over looked and under appreciated sandhill crane
By Doug Leier

Have you ever been sandhill crane 
hunting? Not just a chance oppor-
tunity when a few sandhills drifted 
through while goose or duck hunting. 
If you haven’t I’d suggest it might be 
a new or different way to enjoy North 
Dakota outdoors this fall. Here’s a 
little more information about these 
overlooked and under appreciated 
migrants. 

About sandhill cranes

John Palarski, North Dakota Game 
and Fish Department migratory 
game bird biologist explains: “There 
are four populations of sandhill 
cranes that migrate through the 
United States — Rocky Mountain, 
Lower Colorado River, Eastern and 
Mid-continent.”
 
The latter population of birds are 
those that color North Dakota’s skies 
gray in spring and fall, and to the 
pedestrian looking for, say, color or 
size differences between one group 
to the next, there’s not much to dis-
tinguish one population of sandhills 
from the others.
 

Most are differentiated just by where 
they are breeding and where their 
migratory paths take them.
 
“What’s interesting about the 
Mid-continent population of sand-
hill cranes is that they have four 
main breeding affiliations or areas 
where they’re breeding,” Palarski 
said. “Some of those birds go up to 
western Alaska and eastern Siberia 
to nest, while some go into eastern 
Alaska and western Canada. Another 
group goes to far northern Canada, 
and the fourth breeding affiliation is 
kind of in that northwestern Minne-
sota area and eastern and central 
Canada as well.” 
 
North Dakota is an incredibly import-
ant stopover site for cranes making 
long-haul migrations to breeding 
grounds.

“What the cranes are looking for 
in North Dakota are our shallow 
wetlands where they can rest and 
refuel,” Palarski said.
 
“Considering that some of these 
birds are migrating a couple thou-
sand miles to places like Siberia, 
Alaska and northern Canada, North 
Dakota plays a key role during their 
migration.”
 
The menu to refuel for the long flight 
north is diverse for these birds.
 
“Sandhill cranes are technically 
omnivorous. While we think of them 
eating a lot of grains, wetland seeds, 
vegetation, wetland plant tubers … 
they’re also known to eat amphibi-
ans, reptiles and small mammals as 
well,” Palarski said.
 
Cranes mate for life, biologists tell 
us, and hang with their dancing part-

There are four populations of sandhill cranes that migrate through the 
United States — Rocky Mountain, Lower Colorado River, Eastern and Mid-

continent. Photo courtesy of North Dakota Game and Fish
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HELP WANTED

BUILD YOUR CAREER with McLean 
County – we are hiring one or 
more Jailer/E-911 Dispatchers. 
Competitive pay and benefits. Visit 
https://www.mcleancountynd.
gov/employment/. EOE.

HARVEST HELP Wanted 
Schumacher Farms, Drayton 
ND; Sugar Beets: Truck Drivers; 
Potatoes: Truck Drivers, Warehouse 
workers. Very Competitive 
Wages!! Call: John - 701-520-
0028; Grant - 701-520-3771

YOU CAN PLACE a 25-word 
classified ad—like this one—in 
every North Dakota newspaper 
for only $160. It’s easy. Contact 
this newspaper for details.

EMPLOYMENT

BANKING POSITIONS needed 
for growing west/central South 
Dakota bank.  Lender/Loan 
Processor/Tellers.  Western 
Dakota Bank, Timber Lake, SD.  
Call Rusty at 605-865-3516.

SERVICES

Struggling with debt? If you have 
over $15,000 in debt we help you 
be debt free in as little as 24-48 
months. Pay nothing to enroll. 
Call Now: 1-877-688-0872

PEST CONTROL:  PROTECT YOUR 
HOME from pests safely and 
affordably. Roaches, Bed Bugs, 
Rodent, Termite, Spiders and other 
pests. Locally owned and affordable. 
Call for service or an inspection 
today! 833-406-0253 Have zip code 
of property ready when calling!

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military Discounts 
available.  Call: 1-833-787-0317

FARMLAND

WANTED TO PURCHASE OR RENT 
farmland in the Drayton, St. 
Thomas, Oakwood area.  Call Andy 
Grzadzieleski at 701-360-3351.

ND FARM LAND Values surge 
upward. Are you selling or 
renting? Pifer’s Auction and 
Farm Land Management. Bob 
Pifer 701-371-8538. Kevin Pifer 
701.238.5810. Free valuation.

GUN SHOW

Dakota territory gun collectors gun 
show, Mobridge, SD. September 
13-14, Saturday 9-5 & Sunday 
9-3. Call Gene @ 605-848-2427.

BUYING HORSES

HORSE BUYER at Rugby Livestock 
Wednesday September 10 8am-
4pm and Stockmen’s, Dickinson, 
West barn Thursday September 11.  
8am-4pm. Buying all horses: good, 
bad, ugly or pretty! 612-839-9568

HARVEST ACRES WANTED

Porter Harvesting, a 3rd generation 
crew is looking to add harvesting 
acres.  We run three (3) 7250s, 
2 carts & 4 Peterbilt trucks.  
Please call Joe 620-897-7555.

AGRICULTURE

ATTENTION FARMERS seeing white 
mold in your fields? Noticing SDS? 
Share your location and enter 
to win FREE soybean seeds for 
2026. Call Emily 605/290-8383

VEHICLE FOR SALE

IT’S A COLLECTOR: 1979 GMC K15 
with 350 crate engine, rebuilt auto 
tranny, 8-foot bed, dual exhaust. 
New tires, runs and drives. Too many 
new parts to mention. Includes 
North Dakota Pioneer plates. Asking 
$15,500. Also car trailer available, 
$4,500. Call 701-325-0710.

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

LARGER INVENTORY OF PALLET 
RACKING. 42”48”uprights and 
wire decking.8,9,11 and 12ft 

beams. Large part cabinets various 
sizes. Located in Bismarck for 
more info call 701-202-9831.

NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call 
today to schedule a FREE in-home 
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. 
Call Today! 1-833-641-6785

WE BUY VINTAGE GUITAR’S! 
Looking for 1920-1980 Gibson, 
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, 
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker, 
Prairie State, D’Angelico, 
Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins 
/ Banjos. 1-833-641-7066

CA$H PAID FOR HIGH-END MEN’S 
SPORT WATCHES! Rolex, Breitling, 
Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, 
Daytona, GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster. These brands 
only! Call 1-833-641-6634

LOOKING FOR THE most complete 
listing of ND Media? ND Media 
Guide. Call 701-223-6397, ND 
Newspaper Association.

AUTOS WANTED

Donate your vehicle to help find 
missing children and prevent 
abduction.  Fast free pickup, 
running or not, 24 hr response.  No 
emission test required, maximum 
tax deduction.  Support Find the 
Children, call: 1-833-545-0694. 

HEALTH/MEDICAL/ 
MISCELLANEOUS

WE BUY HOUSES for Cash AS-IS! 
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy process: Call, get cash offer 
and get paid. Call today for your 
fair cash offer: 1-701-498-1853

WATER & FIRE DAMAGE 
RESTORATION. Our trusted 
professionals will restore your 
home to protect your family and 
your home’s value! Call 24/71-
877-936-0513. Mold Remediation 
services are also available!

IF YOU HAD KNEE OR HIP 
REPLACEMENT SURGERY and 
suffered an infection between 
2020 and the present time, you 
may be entitled to compensation. 
Call Attorney Charles H. 
Johnson 1-800-535-5727

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills 
SPECIAL $99.00! 100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW! 1-833-641-3417

HAVE a news release or other 
information that needs to reach all 
ND newspapers? ND Newspaper 
Association can help! One call 
does it all. 701-223-6397.

‘NEWSPAPERS’ CON’T FROM  PAGE 3

ner year-round.
 
“Typically, their clutch size is two. The 
chicks will leave the nest and begin 
foraging right after hatching,” Palar-
ski said. “But it takes around 65 to 
75 days for them to actually fledge 
and be able to fly.”
 
While North Dakota and its Central 
Flyway location plays a key role in 
helping shuttle cranes from wintering 
to breeding grounds in spring, the 
list of sandhills reportedly nesting 
in North Dakota over time is not 
long. Much of that has to do with an 
absence of large, shallow marshes, 
or bogs, in North Dakota that the 
cranes prefer for nesting.
 
“North Dakota has an affiliation 
with birds breeding in northwestern 
Minnesota, so we’ll still have birds 
that occasionally drift over into North 
Dakota to nest,” Palarski said. 

Crane hunting 101

Sandhill crane hunting is an of-
ten-overlooked option in North 
Dakota. These underappreciated 
visitors through North Dakota are 
very unique. Not just in size, sight 
and taste.
 
Their early September migration from 
Canada in North Dakota provides a 
different option between early Can-
ada goose and regular waterfowl for 
hunters. The few thousand hunters 

each fall are part of a niche group. 
While small in numbers the draw for 
sandhill crane hunting can be less 
competition and congestion.
 
While the “flyings sticks” look like 
an easy target, crane hunters are all 
too familiar with the long necks and 
keen eyesight flaring many a flock. 
Most hunters choose a heavy load 
and magnum option to help balance 
the odds for efficient, clean kills 
taken from longer distances.

 These birds are notorious for roost-
ing and feeding in different locations. 
Just because you scout a field in the 
evening doesn’t mean they’ll use the 
same feed for a morning decoy hunt.

Space won’t permit the full disclo-
sure on cleaning, preparing and 
eating. I’ll will say that I’ve made and 

eaten crane stir fry and jerky with a 
few other culinary experiments, all 
of which were better table fare than 
“roast crane.”

A look at crane hunting In North 
Dakota

1984 – 3,189 hunters, 
4,367 cranes harvested

1994 – 2,497 hunters, 
6,235 cranes harvested

2004 – 2,491 hunters, 
3,967 cranes harvested

2014 – 1,743 hunters, 
ss2,924 cranes harvested

2023 – 3,029 hunters, 5,419 cranes 
harvested

and engaged community and 
stronger community leadership.” 

Committee member Rob Keller, co-
founder of the ND Public Information 
Officer Association, said local 
newspapers are "indispensable" 
for local, state, federal and 
tribal information officers to get 
information out to the public both 
during periods of crisis as well as 
providing that on a general basis. 

“What we put out has to be timely, 
accurate, and has to be actionable 

information to everyone in the 
community,” Keller said of the 
importance of local newspapers 
and how they are among the most 
trusted sources of information. 
“Without them, there's going 
to be a significant gap.” 

Keller said that one thing discussed 
in the steering committee is 
how even smaller newspapers 
need to have a strong social 
media presence so that even if 
information can’t get out in a timely 
manner in a weekly newspaper, 
they could get that information 
out on social media platforms. 

“This is especially important in 
times like, for example, in the 
western part of the state when the 
fires were happening,” Keller said. 

“There’s a lot of papers that don’t 
have a social media presence, so 
one thing we’ve talked about is 
creating a team that could help 
with that. From our standpoint, it 
is extremely important. While we 
have only three news deserts now, 
maybe a few more are coming.” 

The North Dakota News Cooperative 
is a non-profit news organization 
providing reliable and independent 
reporting on issues and events 
that impact the lives of North 
Dakotans. The organization 
increases the public’s access to 
quality journalism and advances 
news literacy across the state. For 
more information about NDNC or 
to make a charitable contribution, 
please visit newscoopnd.org.


