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CITY OF PARK RIVER, NORTH 
DAKOTA, SPECIAL COUNCIL 

MEETING, THURSDAY, JULY 31, 2025 
AT 5:35 PM. 

 
Published Subject to the Governing 

Body’s Review and Revision 
 

Mayor Kyle Halvorson called the special 
meeting of the city council to order at 5:35 
PM on Thursday, July 31, 2025. A/DA 
Berg conducted the roll call, confirming a 
quorum was established with the 
following present: Councilembers Ken 
Gillespie, Leah Skjerven, Cory Seim and 
Dennis Kubat with Corri Bell by phone. 
Absent: None. Also present: City Attorney 
(CA) Dustin Slaamod, City 
Coordinator/City Auditor (CC/CA) Nancy 
Thompson, Assistant Deputy Auditor 
(ADA) Amanda Pickar and 
Assessor/Deputy Auditor (A/DA) Ann 
Berg.  Others present: Michael Helt, John 
and Audrey Blair, Linda and Luther 
Meberg, Laurie Hall-Larson, Nina 
Hollingsworth, Bruce Heggen, Eugene 
Bossert, Cheri Lothspeich, Lori Seim, 
Dori Carlson-Helgeson, Diana and 
Randell Hahn, Rita Beneda, Patty 
Dahlen, Paul Samson, Char and Harold 
Myrdal, Larry Gaarder, Frank Justin, 
Haley Ulland, Kennedy Olson, Lindsey 
and John Sveen, Daryl and Nancy Larson 
and Clara Kjelland. 
 
The Council received and reviewed 
letters of interest prior to tonight’s meeting 

from the following candidates for the open 
Ward 3 Council seat:  
Jordan Hollingsworth, Susan Degner, 
Joseph Fietek and Andrew Erickson.  
 
Mayor Halvorson explained the process 
for interviewing candidates for the open 
Ward 3 Council seat. He noted that all 
candidates would be asked the same 
questions and asked to respond in 
random order. Each candidate was 
interviewed with questions covering 
topics including their understanding of 
council roles, reasons for serving, 
approaches to transparency, handling 
disagreements, and priorities for the city. 
Jordan Hollingsworth described his 
background as a high school principal at 
Edinburg who previously taught history, 
government and economics for eight 
years. He expressed feeling called to 
serve the community and bring his 
administrative skills to the council. He 
emphasized his experience on the 
Church Council at Our Saviors and as 
commander of the Sons of the American 
Legion. He suggested setting key 
objectives focused on economic growth, 
key public services, and housing, while 
remaining fiscally responsible. As a 
Council he stressed finding compromise 
while recognizing that all council 
members share the goal of Park River's 
long-term success. Hollingsworth 
highlighted public advocacy as his 
strongest role and discussed the 
importance of building consensus, 

communication, and transparency. 
Susan Degner shared her accounting 
background as a finance manager and 
treasurer for multiple organizations 
including the Park River Camp 
Endowment Fund Committee and the 
Department of North Dakota American 
Legion Auxiliary. She noted that several 
years ago she previously ran for city 
council. On handling disagreements with 
residents, Degner agreed with others that 
communication is key. She emphasized 
that council members often are provided 
more information for decision making 
than the general public. She noted that 
she shops locally to support community 
businesses and wants to help maintain 
Park River's character while moving it 
forward. Degner expressed her love for 
Park River and desire to give back to the 
community she considers home. She 
identified oversight and trustee roles as 
her natural strengths. 
Joseph Fietek highlighted his extensive 
experience attending council meetings, 
stating he had been attending longer than 
current council members. Fietek 
emphasized fiscal responsibility and long-
term planning as priorities, noting 
concerns about Park River's high taxes 
and utility rates compared to similar 
communities. He viewed council service 
as an opportunity to have a voice in local 
government and serve the community, 
similar to his 10-11 years on the Park 
River Fire Department. Fietek 
emphasized that transparency "comes 

down to rules and procedures" and 
"holding yourself above board." He 
stressed having the discipline to follow 
proper procedures. He identified strategic 
thinking as his strongest skill due to his 
financial and operational background in 
different businesses. 
Andrew Erickson discussed his 11.5 
years of experience working for the North 
Dakota Department of Agriculture in 
regulatory enforcement. On handling 
disagreements with residents, Erickson 
noted the importance of making fiscally 
responsible decisions for the long term, 
even when they might not make everyone 
happy.  Erickson emphasized the 
importance of transparency in city 
government and his commitment to Park 
River as his home. He noted that public 
participation in council meetings is 
important for local governance. Erickson 
identified the overall budget, long-term 
planning for sustainability and growth as 
priorities, while ensuring fiscal 
responsibility with taxpayer dollars. He 
identified decision-making as his 
strongest skill due to his professional 
experience making difficult decisions. 
Following the interviews, the council 
recessed briefly at 6:30 pm to consider 
the candidates. The meeting was 
scheduled to reconvene for a vote on the 
appointment. The meeting reconvened at 
6:36 pm. 
Gilespie noted he spoke with residents in 
his ward about the candidates.  Gilespie 
moved and Skjerven seconded to appoint 

Andrew Erickson to fill the vacant Ward III 
seat. Upon discussion: Bell thanked all 
four of the candidates and mentioned all 
four were qualified to fill the position.  She 
also thanked the residents who contacted 
her in support of all the candidates. She 
noted she was hoping someone would 
have mentioned the ability to follow 
Robert’s Rules of Order and looking 
toward the future for accessible housing 
for the elderly and handicapped. Skjerven 
commended all the candidates for 
showing interest to serve on the Council. 
She noted working together is necessary 
as all blame for conflicts does not all fall 
on the council. Halvorson was pleased 
with the number of people from Ward III 
who were willing to serve and thanked 
them.  He also noted he spoke to 
residents and they mentioned good points 
about all the candidates. Kubat thanked 
the candidates for their interest in serving. 
Seim noted serving on the council is not 
always fun like tonight’s meeting. Upon 
roll call vote the following voted aye, 
Gillespie, Skjerven, Kubat and Bell with 
Seim voting nay.  M/C. 
 
Being no further business, Skjerven 
moved to adjourn at 6:49 PM. 
ATTEST:  
 
  Ann Berg, Assessor/Deputy Auditor 
Kyle Halvorson, Mayor 
 

(8/13/2025)

CITY OF PARK RIVER, NORTH DAKOTA, CITY OF PARK RIVER, NORTH DAKOTA,   
SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETINGSPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF WALSH 
COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

In the Matter of the Estate of Bonita J. 
Olson, Deceased 

Case No 50-2025-PR-00045 
 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
undersigned has been appointed 
personal representative of the above 
estate.  All persons having claims against 
the said deceased are required to present 
their claims within three (3) months after 
the date of the first publication of this 
notice or said claims will be forever 
barred.  Claims must either be presented 

to Janet S. Johansen and/or Mark E. 
Olson, co-Personal Representatives of 
the estate, at c/o LS Law Group, PO Box 
127, Park River, ND 58270 or filed with 
the Court. 
 
8-4-25 Date
Janet S. Johansen, co-personal 
representative  
 
8-4-25 Date
Mark E. Olson, co-personal 
representative  

(8/13/2025, 8/20/2025, 8/27/2025)

NOTICE TO CREDITORSNOTICE TO CREDITORS   
OLSONOLSON

CITY OF PARK RIVER, NORTH 
DAKOTA, SPECIAL COUNCIL 

MEETING, THURSDAY, JULY 31, 2025 
AT 5:30 PM. 

 
Published Subject to the Governing 

Body’s Review and Revision 
 
Mayor Kyle Halvorson called the meeting 
to order at 5:30 pm and upon roll call the 
following were present: Council members: 
Ken Gillespie, Leah Skjerven, Cory Seim, 
and Dennis Kubat with Corrine Bell by 
phone. City Attorney (CA) Dustin 
Slaamod, City Coordinator/City (CC/CA) 
Auditor Nancy Thompson and 
Assessor/Deputy Auditor (A/DA) Ann 
Berg.  Absent: Council Member and 
Public Works Director (PWD) Dee Jay 
Johnson.  Others present: Michael Helt, 
John and Audrey Blair, Linda and Luther 
Meberg, Laurie Hall-Larson, Nina 
Hollingsworth, Bruce Heggen, Eugene 

Bossert, Cheri Lothspeich, Lori Seim, Dori 
Carlson-Helgeson, Diana and Randell 
Hahn, Rita Beneda, Patty Dahlen, Paul 
Samson, Char and Harold Myrdal, Larry 
Gaarder, Frank Justin, Haley Ulland, 
Kennedy Olson, Lindsey Sveen and Daryl 
and Nancy Larson. 
 
Acting Mayor Halvorson turned the 
meeting over to CA Slaamod.  Slaamod 
stated the reason for the public hearing 
was to review the petition for variance for 
the City of Park River.  The petition had 
the correct number of required signatures 
from at least 75% of the property owners 
within 300’ of the property located at 119 
Code Ave N.  The petition is requesting a 
variance to Ordinance 30 Section to allow 
for the construction of a parking lot on the 
property which is located in a R-1 zoning 
and contrary to zoning regulations. In 
addition, to allow for the impervious 
surface area to exceed 35% of the total 

area. 
 
CA Slaamod noted no objections were
submitted by letter or in person and
recommended approving the petition for
variances to the permitted uses as
outlined above. 
 
Gillespie moved and Skjerven seconded,
upon CA Slaamod’s recommendation, to
approve the petition for variances for non-
conforming uses as noted above. 
 
Upon roll call vote, all voted aye.  M/C. 
 
Being no further business, Seim moved to
adjourn at 5:32 PM. 
 
ATTEST:  
 _____________________________ 
Ann Berg, Assessor/Deputy Auditor
Kyle Halvorson, Mayor  

(8/13/2025)

CITY OF PARK RIVER, NORTH DAKOTA, CITY OF PARK RIVER, NORTH DAKOTA,   
SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING -  JULYSPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING -  JULY

WALSH COUNTY GUN CLUB  
Results after Final Week 14  

ending August 6, 2025  
BROWNING LEAGUE  

TEAM NAME  
Magnusson 121  

JR’s Bar 100  
Stellen Farm 94  

Troftgruben Farm 83  
Harriston 77  

Polar 61  
Larson Trailer Sales 53  

TOP 10 SHOOTERS AFTER 
350 TARGETS  

Will Magnusson 338  
Mike Stellon 334  

Brayden Johnson 325  
Landon Wood 324  
Ryan Rosinski 319  

Brian Troftruben 317  
Ryer Stark 313  

Ray Quibell 312  
Dave Cyr 311  

Ashley Larson 310  
John Ritzke 310  

SHOOTING 25 STRAIGHT  
Brayden Johnson  

Mike Stellon 
WALSH COUNTY GUN CLUB  
Results after Final Week 14  

ending August 6, 2025  
WINCHESTER LEAGUE  

TEAM NAME  
Tallakson Farm 100  

Simplot 95  
Thompson Spuds 89  

Centrol 63  
Bremer 52  

Extra End 19  
TOP 10 SHOOTERS AFTER 

350 TARGETS  
Alex Swanson 345  
Jacob Erovick 340  
Tom McCann 340  

W.D. Suda 338  
Tom McCann 337  

Billy Thompson 335  
Steven Thompson 334  
Andy Thompson 333  
Shane Feltman 332  
David Morstad 332  

Doug Thompson 329  
SHOOTING 100 STRAIGHT  

Alex Swanson  
SHOOTING 25 STRAIGHT  

Jacob Erovick  
Jordan Herman 

WALSH COUNTY GUN CLUB  
Results after Final Week 14  

ending August 6 2025  
REMINGTON LEAGUE  

TEAM NAME  
Olson Oil 104  

Jim’s Super Valu 91  
Fordville Coop 76  

Reallys 64  
Park River Dental 44  

L & M 40  
TOP 10 SHOOTERS AFTER 

350 TARGETS  
Pat Bosh 347  

Grant Skibicki 343  
Alex Swanson 341  

Josh Lien 340  
Shane Feltman 339  

Nic Beneda 336  
Brock Dahlen 335  
Randy Hahn 333  

Mike Forester 331  
Jameson Hahn 330  
Dylan Feltman 329  

SHOOTING 125 STRAIGHT  
Pat Bosh  

SHOOTING 100 STRAIGHT  
Shane Feltman  

SHOOTING 75 STRAIGHT  
Nic Beneda  

SHOOTING 50 STRAIGHT 
Jameson Hahn  

SHOOTING 25 STRAIGHT 
Rick Carlson  
Randy Hahn  

Glenn Morstad  
Mark Robertson 

WALSH COUNTY GUN CLUB  
Results after Final Week 14  

ending August 6 2025  
FEDERAL LEAGUE  

TEAM NAME  
Dakota Firearms 128  

VBHDC 100  
Kilmer Construction 91  

GLD 81  
Skibicki Farm 67  

Scary Prairie Boyz 62  
Vets 59  

TOP 10 SHOOTERS AFTER 
350 TARGETS  

Gavin Kirkeby 343  
W.D. Suda 342  
Seth Suda 341  

John Schumacher 338  
Harold Weimer 336  
Rock Desautel 335  
Grant Skibicki 334  

Richie Schumacher 330  
Bart Swanson 329  

Braedon Weimer 327  
SHOOTING 50 STRAIGHT  

W.D. Suda  
SHOOTING 25 STRAIGHT  

Rock Desautel  
Mark Olson  

John Schumacher  
Seth Suda

Walsh County 
Gun Club  
Weekly  
Results 
2025 

Top Singles League Shooter  
Pat Bosh - 347 out of 350 Tar-

gets  
Top Doubles Shooter  

W.D. Suda - 276 out of 300 
Targets  

Top Handicap Shooter  
Rock Desautel - 224 out of 

250 Targets  
High Overall  

 League Shooter  
Tom McCann - 820 out of 900 

Targets  
RESULTS FROM JULY 27 

CLUB SHOOT Class AA –– 
Jacob Erovick  

Class A –– Rock Desautel  
Class B –– John Forbes  

Class C –– Tom Magnusson  
Class D –– Tom Thompson  

Handicap Winner  
Pat Bosh  

Doubles Winner  
W.D. Suda  

High Overall Champion  
Pat Bosh 

WALSH 
COUNTY 

GUN CLUB 
FINAL TOP 
SHOOTERS 
FOR 2025

This tractor and baling machine were a total loss. Traveling down Highway 17, west of Adams, a spark must 
have ignited hay left in the baler, leaving the tractor and baler engulfed in flames. The unit was pushed down 
into the ditch.

Photo: Larry Biri

Tractor and baler destroyed by 
fire on Highway 17 near Adams


