
extensive coverage to the 
occasion. It was an opportu-
nity to show off the city to 
out-of-towners. The weather 
was exceptional. It was a 
perfect week for visitors 
flocking to Fargo.

The Masonic Temple 
was lit up for the occasion 
with 2,000 electric lights. 
The newspaper reported 
that thousands of people 
came to view the spectacle. 
That number was expected 
to increase as more lights 
were added, to be topped 
with organizations’ lighted 
emblems.

Some of the events were 
official in nature. Fifty 
Masons were elevated to 
the fourteenth degree of the 
Consistory. The newspaper 
reported that the ceremony 
included a performance by a 
very impressive choir made 
up of thirty-second degree 
Masons. Further degrees 
were scheduled to be com-
pleted throughout the week.

Unofficial events included 
a picnic in Oak Grove park 
attended by hundreds of 
Masons with their wives, 
families, and friends. Special 
activities were planned for 
the children, and the Grand 
Knights Templar Ball was 
expected to be the highlight 
of the week.

The Masons were not the 
only ones descending on 

Fargo. Businessmen from 
Duluth were arriving as 
well. This would be their 
last stop as they made a tour 
of North Dakota by train. 
The businessmen hoped to 
drum up interest in what 
Duluth had to offer. They 
were giving out souvenirs 
and promotional materi-
als. They planned a parade 
headed by a band.

It all made for a week of 
excitement and spectacle in 
Fargo on this first week of 
June in 1913.

Dakota Datebook written 
by Carole Butcher

DAKOTA DATEBOOK: 
Buying Absaraka

June 4: As rural popula-
tions have dwindled in the 
21st century, reports of 
entire towns for sale have 
tempted people with uto-
pian ideas and deep pockets. 
In the past five years, the 
towns of Swett and Scenic, 
South Dakota were both up 
for sale for a few hundred 
thousand dollars each. In 
2013, the lone resident of 
Buford, Wyoming sold the 
town for just under a million 
dollars.

On this date in 1917, the 
Bismarck Tribune reported 
that two pieces of property 
had recently changed hands. 
George W. Humphrey had 
traveled through Absaraka, 
North Dakota, and he liked 
the town so much he made 
a deal to trade his farm near 
Pingree, North Dakota for 
the entire town, all land and 
buildings included.

Absaraka had been 
established along the Great 
Northern railroad in 1882, 
Eben Chaffee developed the 
town to support the workers 
and business operations of 
his bonanza farm. Chaffee’s 
Amenia and Sharon Land 
Company put up houses, 
an elevator, and commercial 
buildings. Unfortunately, by 
the time Humphrey offered 
to trade for the town, the 
largest of the bonanza farms 
were shrinking, and the 
small towns that had bene-
fited from the bonanza days 
were feeling the impact.

George Humphrey’s 
utopian fantasies of buying 
an entire town and ruling 
it like Czar Nicholas, as the 
Tribune article speculated, 

failed to come together. 
The Cass County Register 
of Deeds has no record of 
Absaraka transferring to Mr. 
Humphreys.

However, for most of the 
early 20th century, there 
actually had been a single 
majority owner of the town. 
William Staples founded 
Absaraka’s first general 
store in the late 1890s, but 
by 1912 he had expanded 
to also own the elevator, 
lumber yard, and coal busi-
ness. When Staples retired, 
most of his assets were sold 
to Nils Nilson, who added 
more businesses and build-
ings, including a blacksmith 
shop and one of the first 
automobile dealerships in 
North Dakota.

Today, although much 
smaller than when Staples 
or Nilson owned the town, 
Absaraka is still on the map, 
a handful of houses along 
the railroad tracks in central 
Cass County.

Dakota Datebook written 
by Derek Dahlsad

DAKOTA DATEBOOK: 
First Train to Bismarck

June 5: In 1853, the army 
completed a survey to 
assess the possibility of run-
ning a railroad across what 
was to become North Dako-
ta. The results showed that 
there was no serious obsta-
cle. Congress chartered the 
Northern Pacific Railroad in 
1864, giving it a land grant 
of 50 million acres. The rail-
road enlisted Philadelphia 

banker Jay Cooke to assist 
with financing. He raised 
an initial $5 million. After 
that, the Northern Pacific 
could build the railroad only 
as fast as Cooke could raise 
money.

The Northern Pacific 
faced serious financial dif-
ficulties. The company’s 
accounting methods were so 
poor that it was impossible 
to determine the cost per 
mile to build the railroad. 
The officials spent money 
recklessly, often faster than 
Cooke could raise it. Cooke 
advanced money from his 
own bank so the railroad 
construction could continue. 
It seemed that progress was 
made in spite of the compa-
ny rather than because of it.

On this date in 1873, the 
first Northern Pacific train 
finally pulled into Bismarck. 
The Northern Pacific was 
a significant factor in Bis-
marck’s development, and 
the small settlement grew 
into a thriving city. The 
original Northern Pacific 
depot was a plain wooden 
building that would be 
destroyed by fire in 1898. A 
new depot was completed 
in 1901. The prominent 
architectural firm of Reed 
and Allan designed a Span-
ish Revival building. It was 
a rather surprising choice 
for the Northern Plains. The 
Bismarck Weekly Tribune 
hailed the design and said 
the building was the finest 
depot in the entire Northern 

Pacific system. The Com-
mercial Club of Bismarck 
boasted that the depot was 
noted for its beauty, and was 
one of the notable sights in 
the city. Everyone agreed 
that Bismarck could be 
justifiably proud of the new 
edifice.

In 1916, the depot ser-
viced 24 passenger trains 
daily. But passenger train 
travel declined by the 1950s. 
The Northern Pacific 
merged with four other lines 
to become the Burlington 
Northern, and passenger 
traffic was discontinued. 
In 1977, the Bismarck 
depot was entered into the 
National Registry of Histor-
ic Places. For a time, it was 
used by Amtrak, but the last 
passenger train pulled out 
of Bismarck in 2009. Today, 
the old depot is undergoing 
renovations, and will oper-
ate as a commercial prop-
erty while still preserving its 
historic features.

Dakota Datebook written 
by Carole Butcher

“Dakota Datebook” is a 
radio series from Prairie 
Public in partnership with 
the State Historical Society 
of North Dakota and with 
funding from the North 
Dakota Humanities Coun-
cil. See all the Dakota Date-
books at prairiepublic.org, 
subscribe to the “Dakota 
Datebook” podcast, or buy 
the Dakota Datebook book 
at shopprairiepublic.org.
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Notices

HELP WANTED
JOIN THE MCLEAN COUNTY TEAM as a Deputy Sheriff! Serve with honor, protect the community, and make a real difference. Apply now 
to start your rewarding career in law enforcement! For more information regarding this position visit http://www.mcleancountynd.gov/
employment/.

YOU CAN PLACE a 25-word classified ad—like this one—in every North Dakota newspaper for only $160. It’s easy. Contact this newspaper 
for details.

SERVICES FOR HIRE
PEST CONTROL:  PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests safely and affordably. Roaches, Bed Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders and other pests. Lo-
cally owned and affordable. Call for service or an inspection today! 833-406-0253 Have zip code of property ready when calling!

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18 months!  Lifetime warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts available.  Call: 1-833-787-0317

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
ND FARM LAND Values surge upward. Are you selling or renting? Pifer’s Auction and Farm Land Management. Bob Pifer 701-371-8538. 
Kevin Pifer 701.238.5810. Free valuation.

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE
NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call today to schedule a FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today! 1-833-641-6785

WE BUY VINTAGE GUITAR’S! Looking for 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 1-833-641-7066

CA$H PAID FOR HIGH-END MEN’S SPORT WATCHES! Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner and Speed-
master. These brands only! Call 1-833-641-6634

LOOKING FOR THE most complete listing of ND Media? ND Media Guide. Only $30! Call 701-223-6397, ND Newspaper Association.

AUTOS WANTED
DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to fund the SEARCH FOR MISSING CHILDREN.  FAST FREE PICKUP.  24 hour response.  Running or not. Maximum Tax 
Deduction and No Emission Test Required! Call 24/7: 1-833-545-0694

HEALTH/MEDICAL/ MISCELLANEOUS
STOP OVERPAYING FOR HEALTH INSURANCE! A recent study shows that a majority of people struggle to pay for health coverage.  Let us 
show you how much you can save.  Call Now for a no-obligation quote: 1-833-443-2792. You will need to have your zip code to connect to 
the right provider!

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills SPECIAL $99.00! 100% guaranteed. CALL NOW! 1-833-641-3417

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?  Don’t Accept the insurance company’s first offer. Many injured parties are entitled to cash settlements in the 
$1000’s. Get a free evaluation to see what your case is really worth. 100% Free Evaluation. Call Now: 1-833-442-3440.

DON’T PAY FOR COVERED HOME REPAIRS AGAIN! Our home warranty covers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. We stand by our 
service and if we can’t fix it, we’ll replace it! Pick the plan that fits your budget! Call: 1-833-441-3591

HAVE a news release or other information that needs to reach all ND newspapers? ND Newspaper Association can help! One call does it all. 
701-223-6397.

Hay/ Feed/ Seed/ Grain

For Sale 
New Forage oat ORE Boost, Higher 

Tonnage, Higher Grain yield, 
Improved Leaf Retenion, and High 

Stem Count. 
Call Cameron / Bina Seed 

701-331-2644

LEGALS

Kelly Jane Swenseth,
ND Atty No. 06909
Swenseth Law Office, PLLC
418 Fourth Avenue NE
Devils Lake, North Dakota 58301
kelly@swensethlawoffice.com
701.662.5058
Attorney for Personal Representative

Probate No. 36-2025-PR-00026
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
THE NORTHEAST JUDICIAL

 DISTRICT,
RAMSEY COUNTY,
NORTH DAKOTA

   In the Matter of the Estate of Richard
P. Schwab, Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
the undersigned has been appointed
Personal Representative of the above
Estate. All people who have claims
against Richard P. Schwab are re-
quired to present their claims within
three months after the date of the first
publication or mailing of this notice or
the claims will be forever barred.
Claims must either be presented to
Kent Schwab as Personal Representat-
ive of the Estate or filed with the
Court.
   Dated 5/21/2025
                       Kent Schwab,
                       Personal Representative
                       1901 14th Street W,
                       Devils Lake ND 58301
                       701-351-2713
   First Publication June 17, 2025.

REQUEST FOR
ENGINEERING PROPOSALS

   Ramsey County is requesting propos-
als for Construction Engineering Ser-
vices for the following federal aid cul-
vert replacement projects: CERP-
3633(070) PCN 23785, CERP-
3627(068) PCN 23782, CERP-
3606(056) PCN 23783, and CERP-
3614(002) PCN 23784. Proposals are
due by 3:00pm on July 2, 2025. For
further information, contact the Ram-
sey County Highway Department at
(701) 662-7015 or log on to the ND-
DOT website at
https://www.dot.nd.gov/dot/view/lpam-
poqbs.aspx.

(6:17, 24, 7:1)

General Auction

DQ-26491491

DQ-26491491

General Auction

7:30 am-4:00 pm

7:30 am-7:00 pm

Monday-Friday

Thursday

701-662-4085

Hwy. 2  Devils Lake, ND 58301

DRS. MOEN,
ENDERLE

& JOHNSTON
OPTOMETRISTS

HOURS

Arts/Crafts/Hobbies

ATTENTION CRAFTERS
AND VENDORS

PEKIN PARK BOARD
LOOKING FOR

PARTICIPANTS FOR PEKIN
DAYS

JUNE 28-29, 2025
If interested contact Deb at

701-350-1141 or
deb.hensrud@gmail.com

Painting & Wallpaper

KC WHITE PAINTING
30yrs. experience.

Interior/Exterior Painting,
Staining & Lacquer.

Call for Summer Specials!
Senior and Military discounts

available.
Licensed & Insured #204918.

541-420-7846 Walhalla.

Save time.
Shop the

Classifieds.

Check 
out our 

Classifi eds 
for 

bargains!

Check out our 
Classifi eds!

So many bargains!
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