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Are you passionate about bridging divides
in rural communities?We’re seeking a
coordinator to help lead our Rural Democracy
Network—bringing people together to
learn, plan, and take action for stronger civic
engagement. In this role, you’ll recruit and
facilitate community trainings, organize
events, and stay connectedwith participants
to foster lasting involvement.

JoinWestCentral Initiativeas the

RuralDemocracy
NetworkCoordinator

ApplicationDeadline:
June 20
wcif.org/careers

Starting Salary Range: $60,831-$68,945

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
SERVICE COMMISSION

Red River Rural Telephone Association
Case No. PU-25-185
Wahpeton Exchange

Public Convenience & Necessity
Red River Rural Telephone Association

Case No. PU-25-190
Designated Eligible Carrier

Application
NOTICE OF OPPORTUNITY FOR 

CONSOLIDATED HEARING
On May 12, 2025, Red River 

Rural Telephone Association (Red 
River) filed an application requesting 
authorization to provide local exchange 
telecommunications services as the 
incumbent local exchange carrier in the 
area currently known as the Wahpeton 
exchange in North Dakota. The 
Wahpeton exchange is currently served 
by CenturyLink Communications, LLC 
(CenturyLink).

The issues to be considered in Case 
No. PU-25-185 are:

1. Fitness and ability of 
Red River to provide local exchange 
telecommunications services.

2. Adequacy of Red River’s 
proposed telecommunications services.

3. Technical, financial and 
managerial ability of Red River to provide 
telecommunications services.

4. Whether, upon granting 
a certificate of public convenience and 
necessity to Red River to provide local 
exchange telecommunication services 
in the area currently known as the 
Wahpeton exchange, CenturyLink's 
certificate of public convenience and 
necessity should be relinquished or 
transferred to competitive local exchange 
service?

Also on May 12, 2025, Red River 
filed an application requesting that Red 
River be designated as an essential 
telecommunications carrier (ETC) in the 
Wahpeton exchange area, Case No. 
PU-25-190.

The issues to be considered in Case 
No. PU-25-190 are:

1. Qualification of the applicant 
under the Telecommunications Act of 
1996, Section 214(e) for designation 
as an ETC eligible to receive federal 
universal service funding.

2. The ETC universal service 
support area to the designated.

3. Whether it is in the public 
interest to designate Red River as an 
ETC in the Wahpeton local exchange 
area for the purposes of receiving 
universal service support?

4. Whether, upon designation 
of Red River as an ETC for the Wahpeton 
exchange, CenturyLink’s designation 
as an ETC for the Wahpeton exchange 
should be relinquished or transferred to 
competitive local exchange service?

Those interested are invited to 
comment on the application in writing. 
Persons desiring a hearing must file a 
written request identifying their interest 
in the proceeding and the reasons for 
requesting a hearing. Comments and 
requests for hearings must be received 
by July 18, 2025. If deemed appropriate, 
the Commission can determine the 
matter without a formal hearing.

For more information contact the Public 
Service Commission, State Capitol, 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505, 701-328-
2400; or Relay North Dakota 1-800-366-
6888 TTY. If you require any auxiliary 
aids or services, such as readers, 
signers, or Braille materials please notify 
the Commission.

Issued: June 4, 2025
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Sheri Haugen-Hoffart, Commissioner
Randy Christmann, Chair

Jill Kringstad, Commissioner
Date: June 11, 2025
WDN001168

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
SERVICE COMMISSION

Montana-Dakota Utilities Co.
Case No. PU-25-75

Advance Prudence – Badger Wind
Application

Montana-Dakota Utilities Co.
Case No. PU-25-76

150 MW Badger Wind
Public Convenience & Necessity
NOTICE OF CONSOLIDATED 

HEARING
A consolidated Hearing on the 

applications in Case Nos. PU-25-75 and 
PU-25-76 is scheduled for September 
9, 2025, at 8:30 a.m. Central Time in 
the Commission Hearing Room on the 
12th Floor of the State Capitol, 600 East 
Boulevard Ave, Bismarck, North Dakota 
58505.

On February 17, 2025, Montana-Dakota 
Utilities Co. (MDU) filed an application 
for an Advanced Determination of 
Prudence and a Certificate of Public 
Convenience and Necessity for a 49% 
ownership interest, which represents 
122.5 megawatts of the Badger Wind 
Project currently being constructed near 
Wishek in Logan and Mcintosh Counties, 
North Dakota.

The issue to be considered in the 
Advance Prudence determination Case 
No. PU-25-75 is:

1. Whether MDU should be 
granted an advanced determination 
that its proposed resource addition is 
prudent?

The issues to be considered in the 
application for a certificate of public 
convenience and necessity are:

1. Whether public 
convenience and necessity will be served 
by construction and operation of the 
facilities?

2. Is MDU technically, 
financially, and managerially fit and able 
to provide the service?

For more information contact the 
Public Service Commission, State 
Capitol, Bismarck, North Dakota 58505, 
701-328-2400; or Relay North Dakota, 
1-800-366-6888 TTY.  If you require 
any auxiliary aids or services, such as 
readers, signers, or Braille materials, 
please notify the Commission at least 24 
hours in advance.

Issued: June 4, 2025
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Sheri Haugen-Hoffart, Commissioner
Randy Christmann, Chair

Jill Kringstad, Commissioner
Date: June 11, 2025
WDN001167

Legal Notice 05.20.25 Special Session
Richland County Board of 

Commissioners Special Session
May 20, 2025
1. To approve the agenda. 
2. To accept all bids for CR1 & 16 
Bituminous Overlay Project. 
3. To accept all bids for FEMA Bridge 
105-06 Replacement Project. 
Date: June 11, 2025
WDN001163

Notice
Meeting Change:  the Bois de Sioux 

Watershed District regular June monthly 
meeting will be held June 20, 2025 at 
8:00 am at the District Office at 704 Hwy 
75 in Wheaton, MN.  The June 19, 2025 
meeting is cancelled.

Date: June 4, 11, 2025
WDN001156

Notice to Creditors
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF RICHLAND COUNTY, STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF MARGARET MARY BRIKS, A/K/A        

MARGARET M. BRIKS, A/K/A MARGARET BRIKS, A/K/A MARGE BRIKS,
DECEASED
Case No.
39-2025-PR-00033
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Beverly Jaehning has been appointed Personal 

Representative of the Estate of Margaret Mary Briks, deceased. All persons having 
claims against the decedent are required to present their claims within three (3) months 
after the date of the first publication of this notice or said claims will be forever barred. 
Claims must either be presented to the Personal Representative of the Estate at 834 
Richland St. Wahpeton, ND 58075 or filed with the Court.

Dated: May 21, 2025
Beverly Jaehning, Personal Representative
Name, Address & Telephone No. of Attorney: Douglas W. Murch, ND ID #05983
Conmy Feste Ltd.
3369 45th St S.
Fargo, ND 58104
Telephone: (701) 293-9911
Email: dmurch@conmylaw.com
ATTORNEYS FOR PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE
First publication on May 28, 2025
Date: May 28, June 4, 11, 2025
WDN001157

NEWS

BY CAMERON SUTPHIN

Reporter

The Wahpeton City 
Council unanimously 
voted to spend $15,707 
on landscaping for city 
hall and Facebook ad-
vertising during a re-
cent meeting.

Community Devel-
opment Director Chris 
DeVries asked the coun-
cil to approve $1,000 for 
Facebook marketing 
efforts, to attract new 
businesses from other 
areas of North Dakota.

The $1,000 will go to-
wards boosting Face-
book posts so that peo-
ple within a 100 mile 
radius of Wahpeton will 
see them in their feed.

Public Works Direc-
tor Dennis Miranows-
ki then asked the city 
council to approve the 
money for landscaping 
the front and back of 
city hall.

“At the Public Works 
meeting last week there 
was an item for land-
scaping city hall to do 
the front and back of it 
… We really want to get 
started on this,” Miran-
owski said.

In other news, Fi-
nance Director Dar-
cie Huwe updated the 
council about House 
Bill 1176 and the impact 
it will have on the 2026 
budget.

“The creation of the 
legacy property tax re-
lief fund … It increases 
the tax payer primary 
residents credit from 
$500 to $1,600. An ex-
ample, at our current 
mill rate of 349.60 mills, 
the first $106,789 is ex-

empt from propert y 
taxes if you pay prior 
to February 15,” Huwe 
said.

Hu w e c ont i nue d, 
“This is going to change 
the timing of cash flows, 
a little bit, for the city. 
Usually the bulk of our 
property tax revenue 
comes in January, Feb-
ruary and March; and 
this one I believe has to 
be distributed by June. 
So we’ll hold onto a little 
more cash, we’ll plan for 
it, we have time, just to 
make sure that we have 
adequate interim carry-
over funds.”

The final section of 
House Bill 1176 Huwe 
informed the council 
about was section 22 
chapter 57-15. This sec-
tion caps the amount of 
money cities can levy on 
property taxes at three 
percent; with exception 
for new growth, bonded 
indebtedness or proper-
ty tax increases that are 
approved by the voters.

“This section of the 
bill is also retroactive to 
December 31, 2024 and 
we will implement it as 
part of our 2026 budget 
… We will continue to 
gather information and 
report to the council,” 
Huwe said.

In other action, the 
West Central Street Im-
provement Project bid 
was awarded. Also, the 
council voted unani-
mously to dispose of the 
1975 6-inch GM trash 
pump.

A reminder, the pub-
lic hearing for the 2026-
2030 Capital improve-
ment plan will be held 
on Monday, June 16.

Wahpeton City 
Council approves landscaping

SUBMITTED

The Wahpeton City Council approved spending 
$15,707 on landscaping for the front and back of city 
hall.

BY SHOBA DASARI 

Reporter

As summer heats up, 
so does a vital commu-
nity service: the Summer 
Food Service Program, 
also known as the Sum-
mer Meals Program, is 
providing free, nutri-
tious meals to children 
across Wahpeton.

Open to all children 
under the age of 19, the 
program runs from June 
2 through August 8 and 
serves breakfast and 
lunch Monday through 
Friday at several sites 
across the city.

“This program is really 
important in a commu-
nity like ours,” said Brad 
Edwardson, director of 
Wahpeton Parks and 
Recreation. “We have a 
lot of kids who receive 
free or reduced meals 
during the school year 
and that need doesn’t 
go away when summer 
starts.”

The program, which 
has been operating lo-
cally for over a decade, 
is funded through the 
Nor t h  D a k ot a  D e -
pa r t ment of  P ubl ic 
Instruction.

Wahpeton parks and 
recreation department 

covers the upfront cost of 
food, packing and staff-
ing and then receives 
reimbursement based 
on the number of meals 
served.

Last summer, the pro-
gram distributed over 
15,000 meals in just ten 
weeks. On average, the 
team serves 300 to 315 
meals per day.

Meals are served in 
different locations with 
different timings-

Breakfast is served at:
Stern Hockey Arena 

(8:15 a.m. to 9:15 a.m.)
Wahpeton Commu-

nity Center (8:30 a.m. to 
9:30 a.m.)

C h a h i n k a p a  P a r k 
— Rosemeade Chalet 
(9 a.m. to 10 a.m.)

Lunch is available at:
Stern Hockey Arena 

(11 a.m. to noon.)
Wahpeton Commu-

nity Center (11 a.m. to 
noon)

C h a h i n k a p a  P a r k 
— Rosemeade Chalet 
(11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.)

Leach Public Library 
(11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.)

No registration is re-
quired. Children can 
show up to receive a 
meal and parents or 
caregivers may pick up 
meals for multiple chil-

dren by completing a 
one-time form.

The meals meet the 
same nutritional stan-
dards as school lunches 
and the staff aims to pro-
vide hot, balanced meals 
whenever possible.

“Sometimes, for logis-
tical reasons, it’s a cold 
sandwich,” Edwardson 
explained. “But we try 
hard to offer hot meals 
every day.”

Lenore Rut kowsk i, 
head cook for the pro-
gram, begins her day as 
early as 6:15 a.m. pre-
paring breakfast items 
like pancakes, breakfast 
sandwiches and muf-
fins. Lunches range from 
cold sub sandwiches 
to hearty favorites like 
chicken Alfredo, taco-in-
a-bag and even home-
made pizza quesadillas.

“It keeps g row i ng 
every year,” Rutkows-
ki said. “The kids enjoy 
coming and for a lot of 
families, it really makes 
a difference.”

While the meals can 
be eaten on-site, the 
program is non-con-
gregate, meaning kids 
or their caregivers can 
take meals to go to help 
children who can’t travel 
easily to meals sites.

“We can’t deliver to 
individual houses, but 
if a parent or babysitter 
comes with a form, they 
can pick up meals for all 
the kids in their care,” 
Edwardson explained.

About 10-12 people 
work behind the scenes 
to make the program 
r un smoot h ly, f rom 
cooking and packing to 
delivering and record-
keepi ng. Volu nteers 
from the community 
can also get involved, 
though they must com-
plete a brief training ses-
sion first.

As for leftovers, noth-
ing goes to waste.

“If we have extra, we 
bring it back, keep it at 
the right temperature 
and sometimes offer it as 
an alternate option the 
next day,” Edwardson 
said.

In a reg ion where 
many families quali-
fy for school meal as-
sistance, the Summer 
Meals Program fills a 
critical gap.

“This is an important 
program that guarantees 
that no child goes with-
out healthy food during 
the summer,” said North 
Dakota State Represen-
tative Alisa Mitskog.

Free Summer Food program serves hundreds of local kids everyday

Want the Daily News  
delivered to you via email? 
Sign up for our e-edition at  

WWW.WAHPETONDAILYNEWS.COM/EEDITION


